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* “Don’t Freely Ciko late my Ll'iteks"! 

/fe Divine Grace A_C . Bhaktivedanta Si rami Pmhlmpada 

* Or Lust and Love 

Sri hi jagadajm} 1 da Pandit _ 

* Gopi Vastraharana Liia, part four 
Sri Sri 1) 1 ad Ft 11 7 aicha;idr a Goswami 

* Eternally Going o.\ 

Srila Vrindavan Das Thakur 



“Don’t Freely 
(Circulate my Letters” 

His Divine Grace A. C Blutklivedattia 
Sivanri Prahhupada 

Gradually J am trying to hand over the management 
Lo the reliable hands of my disdples, and you should 
all work by joint consultation, without any friction. 
Now, by the grace of Krishna, w e are expanding and 
we must work in such a way that our society may ixr- 
cotne a solid institution. In this connection, J request 
you not lo circulate all my fetters that i address to 
you. Letters a re sometimes personal and confidential, 
and if all letters are circulated, it may react rev ersely, 

1 have already got some hints like that with letters J 
sent to you regarding KirLanananda and Hayagriva, 
So in the future please do not circulate my letters Lo 
you. All my letters to you should tie considered as 
confidential, and il you want to circulate them, ask 
me before doing so. 

— Lellcr lo BnihmiLimnda. 2tf Sc-pLe ruber 1969. 

Of Lust and Love 

Srila Jagadaa a tula Pandil k 
Prerna Vivarta Chapter 16 

/mil i piriti phili bale 

pi fill httjhiia ke? 

ye fat la pitih hujhitepare 

i raja g<pl haya se 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Sun mi Prahhupada 


So much talk abouL love, love, love, but who 
really understands love? ft is the gopfs of Vraja 
who understand love. (Text 24) 
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piriti hi !i\ a Una H agkhatti 

vidiki bhttrana mdjhe 
l j wfidie pasUa sei se n tajikt 

ki lam kaiafika-ldft 

’\ lie word pi nil, love, consisting of three syl¬ 
lables, is famous throughout, the universe. Who¬ 
ever is touched by love becomes totally obsessed 
In - it, oblivious to shame or disrepute. (25) 

samsam ^ > ate fra pi in isa mnunit 

diambana dose soda 
rakta mdtitsa dehe dropa fra rile 

rtdrafri haya sarradd 

I hose persons who mistakenly interpret pas¬ 
sionate lusty relationships between men and 
women in this material world to be genuine love 
dwell always in hell. (28) 

tuaem tarn sahaja sddhane 

kisaa kxpdyabepifya 
pda delia gandha efuidi i a se saba 

cid-dtiatuia rasa dfidya 

When such persons perform proper sad ha na 
and get Krishna's mercy, they give up all trace of 
bodily attachments and aspire lor real transcen¬ 
dental pleasure, f# 
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Gopi Vastraharana Lila 

Sri Srimad Pumachandra Das Goswami 

Part Four 

More Divine Joking 

I he gopis started whispering among tiiemselves. 
"What are we going to do?" “Why don't you Lalk 
to him and defeat him with your clever words? 
One bold gapi addressed Krishna, “Are you noL 
the respected son of the king of Yraja, Nanda 
Maharaja, the king who always instructs everyone 
in good behavior? Are you not the ocean of good 
qualities, full of waves of compassion? Are you not 
the remover of ignorance and learned in sdslra? 
Therefore, how could you have performed such 
an unjust and abominable act? You should not do 
such tilings because you are the most worshipable 
and famous person. This will not do you any good 


but will only bring you infamy . So please don't joke 
with us like this." 

Other gopis said. '‘Why are you deviating from 
dharmed You are famous as being naturally 
very merciful. So wiry are you not showing us 
any mercy? 

“You foolish girls do not understand me. You 
should not even drink of branding me as being 
unethical.' 

"We may not know other persons who live 
in Yraja. but we know you as the famous son 
of King Nanda. furthermore, we know you as 
honored by each and every resident of Yraja 
and dear lo them. 

"My dear unintelligent girls, if I am indeed 
the son of the king, then how can you ascribe 
unethical behavior to me? If you reply that even 
the sons of kings are sometimes unethical, then 
how is li that J am honored throughout Yraja 
and dear to everyone? Surely it is not possible 
for those who are unethical to be given honor 
and affection." 

"True, but we are just women and do not know 
how to speak properly. Therefore, please merci¬ 
fully forgive our offense and give us back our 
garments. \Ve are trembling, 1 

The gopis suggested, hy don't you just leave 

our clothes on the bank and go away?" 

"But there are so many of vou that you mav lake 
each others' clothes.” 

"But we're honest, not like you. \Yc never take 
others' properly." 

"if that is true, then simply come and lake your 
clothes. What is the difficulty?” 

When the gopis saw dial Krishna was very 
determined, they fell ecstasy. And although they 
were verv embarrassed, tliev were also verv 

/ ■ J 

happy that they were getting so much attention 
from Krishna. 1 le was joking with them as if they 
were his girlfriends or his wives, and that is what 
they had prayed for. Thus they could noi resist 
joking with Krishna in return. They also began 
joking with one another in the water. 

One of them said, "Go on. sakhd. You go ahead 
first, and well see it lie [days any tricks on you. 




Sr/ SKt/Aka- k&iktwrii& Sir Si 
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Krishna joked icilh thegopts 


Then well follow later." The oilier girl replied, 
“Oh no. no. no! You go first." 

Hearing such joking words was necLar for 
Krishna's ears, The vnajd-gopis were very loving 
and respectful to Krishna, but they entered into 
Krishna's mood. He started joking, so they also 
joked. The young girls giggled and squinted 
their beautiful lotus eyes at each other. 'These 
lotuses were blossoming with full beauty under 
the warm ravs of the Krishna sun. Krishna had 

j- 

captivated the gopfs minds with his sweet, leas¬ 
ing words as they were shivering in the water, 
but out of shyness they submerged themselves 
in even deeper water, up to their necks. They 
were shaking from the cold, but also from joy, 
apprehension and eagerness. 

Krishna began to yawn. 'Tm getting tired now, 
I've stayed up all night. So if you don't come now 
and get your cloLhes, I'm going to make a ham¬ 
mock with them and take rest here in the tree." 

The gopfs replied, "Our dear SOpct, your cows 
have all entered into a cave. So you should go 
now and rescue them," 

"No, no, no. You come out now because you 
should go home and perform your household du¬ 
ties. Don't become a disturbance to vour parents. 
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“Rut, our dear Krishna, our parents were the 
ones who told us to come here and perform this 
vrata, so we re going Lo stay here for one month. 
There's no need for us to return to our homes." 

“My dear austere ladies, I have also developed 
a desire lor detachment from family life, And 1 
also want to stay for one month and perform 
this austerity of staying here in the clouds. Rut 
if you show your mercy to me, then I can come 
down and perform austerities with you and fast 
in y r our company." 

"Dear Krishna, don't be unfair! We know that 
you are the respectable son of Nancta, and thus 
it is only filling for us Lo have an attitude of 
servitude towards you. Resides, you are very 
dear to us. Please return our clothes to us. \\ e're 
shivering! Jl is because you are so beautiful that 
we have become vour maidservants, and thus we 
will do whatever you want, even what You do not 
explicitly order. But please give back our cloth¬ 
ing, By your stealing the property of women and 
seeing women naked, you will incur adhdrmcL 
You know dhannet. And il you don't give us our 
clothes, we'll go to the king and tell him! 

By saying “the king", they specified neither ham 
sa nor Nancla, intentionally leaving il ambiguous, 
thinking, “Let Krishna think of the king lor whom 
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Ik. 1 lias Lhe must fear." They only meant to frighten 
Krishna, although lie is without lean They did not 
intend to tell on him. Moreover, one might consider 
dial it was a mistake for tile gofris Lo admit that they 
considered themselves as Krishna's maidservants, 
and therefore Krishna will now defeat them with 
their own words. But actually the gopis said that 
directly for the purpose of offering their very selves 
to Krishna, 

Krishna thought, "Even though they are just young 
girls, they have performed such a difficult leal. But 
there is still something more difficult for them to do. 
1 want to see the power of their love for me, 1 want lo 
see il they are capable of doing it. " I Linking thus, the 
Lord was smiling, "O you who have acknow ledged 
your servitude toward me with your own mouths, 
now J am going to test your statement. 'We will do 
whatever you ask.' If you can come out of the water 

J J 

then I will return your garments together with my 
very life and soul." 

Krishna said. “If you are actually my maidservants 
ant I yt ru will really dt) whatever I say. l! len simply lx mi le 
here and lake your clothes. If you don't come here then 
J won't give them back. And even if the king liecomes 
angry, wliat can lie do anyway? f-u rt Item lore, since ! 
am the stronger you will not lie able lo achieve what 
you desire by quarrelling with me." 

(To lie continued) m 
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Sri ChaitHuya Mahapmhhu iu Jagannaih Puri 


Eternally Going On 

Srila Vrindavan Das Thakur’s 
Sri Caitanya-bliagavata madhya 23- 51314 

adyapiha cnitanya r saint Uhl hare 
yakhime ydhdte hare ebsii-adhikdre 

Lcird Cl laitanya petit >rms t! icse pastimes even today. 
Only when the lord gives one the ability it) see these 
pastimes can one see lJ lem. ## 

bhahkt Idgi'pmbhura sdkaki avaidra 
hhahia bai hrsna-harttui ndjanaye dm 

'The Supreme Lord incarnates for the sake of 1 Ms 
devotees. No tine oi her than the devotees can under¬ 
stand the activities of Krsna. 

Adapted from Lkc English translation c :>l Sn Oiiksuya 
l>y HliLimiiTtiLi Das. Edited and pul dished by Pundarik Vidyanidhl Das. 
Yrajarjj Press. Yrindavan. 2001. 
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Entering Krishna’s Family 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

Intelligent men should inquire, “Where can we 
enter into family life and eternally enjoy?” That 
place is Krishna’s family. You should enter into 
Krishna’s Vrindavan family, where Krishna has 
his father, mother, and his friends, his lovers, his 
beloved, his cows, his garden, and his Yamuna. 
Then yadgatva na nivartante —you will not have 
to return back to this temporary family. [Bg. 15.6] 
Krishna comes for this reason. Krishna is so kind. 
He says, “You are so fond of family life — just see, 
I have got my family. I am not impersonal. I have 
my father. I have my mother. I have my friends. I 
have my beloved, Radharani, and the gopis. I have 
got everything. You can also enter. Come! Why you 
are rotting here?” That is Krishna’s mission. 

The Krishna consciousness movement means to 
practice in this life how to enter Krishna’s family. You 
enter Krishna’s family as you like. There are five rasas, 
types of relationships: santa-rasa, dasya-rasa, sakhya- 
rasa, vatsalya-rasa , and madhurya-rasa. These 
mellows are there in the spiritual world and they are 
also reflected in this material world. Tejo-vari-mrdarh 
vinimayah. This material world is a reflection of the 
spiritual world. Here there is also master and servant, 

next column 



His Divine Grace 


A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

there is also friend and friend, there is also father and 
mother and son, and there is also lover and beloved. 
Everything is here in this material world, but they are 
imitation, chaya. They are not reality. So if you want 
real friendship, then make friendship with Krishna. 0 
— From a lecture in Mayapur, 23 October 1974. 


0 






















Tsshc Two tHundral Si^cbj-tight, r Pcgt — Z 

Mundane and Divine Love 

Srila Jagadananda Pandit’s 
Prema Vivarta, Chapter 16 

kabhu e samsdre stripum vyavahdre 

nd haya plriti dhana 
carma sukha yata anityaniyata 
nahe nitya samghatana 

When one is in the material world of male and 
female dealings it is very difficult to obtain the 
wealth of divine love. The pleasures of the body are 
invariably transient and can never bring one to the 
transcendental realm. (33) 

gopi bhava dhari cid dharma acari 

piriti sadhibeyei 

stri pum vyavahara nahika tamhara 

bhitare gopinl set 

But one who is absorbed in the mood of the gopis 
and follows their transcendental dharma of divine 
love is no longer attracted to the exchanges between 
mundane men and women. (34) 

bdhire sajjana dharma dcarana 

amarana vaidhacara 
antarete gopi citte krsna seve 

kevala plriti tarn 

While internally serving Krishna as a gopi with 
unalloyed devotion, such a devotee maintains external 
purity and strictly follows religious principles and 
lawful behavior throughout his life. (35) 0 
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Gopi Vastrai iarana Lila 

Sri Srimad Purnachandra Das Goswami 

Part Five 

Standing Naked Before God 

When the gopis saw that Krishna was determined and 
undefeatable they began to realize that they had no 
alternative. While still in the water they concluded with 
each other, “Alas, my friends, we have been defeated by 
our own words. If we delay any longer some other man 
may come along and then certainly we will fall into the 
great ocean of mortification. Besides, our desire to have 
physical association with him has become very strong 
and impossible to ward off. This desire will not allow 
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us to even drown ourselves here and die. Otherwise, 
this fact would not be written on our foreheads by the 
creator. Therefore let us force ourselves to go forward 
to our beloved, laying our embarrassment down upon 
the ground. We will fold our hands in supplication, 
and by closing our eyes, cover our own bodies with 
darkness. Come, let us now leave the water and go 
onto the shore.” Others agreed, “Yes, there is nothing 
else we can do. We must come out. If we delay any 
longer, another man may come along and that would 
be unbearable for us.” 

Therefore they all slowly rose up from the water, 
covering their private parts with their hands. In that 
posture they were all shivering, bending over like 
hunchbacks. They could not move forward because 
the power of their moral character equaled that of 
their strong attraction for Krishna. Though filled with 
krsna-prema, modesty restrained their ecstatic bliss. 
Restlessly glancing to and fro, the gopis came to the 
riverbank with great difficulty. 

As the gopis gradually came out, they placed the 
smallest girls in front. The others followed and 
tried to hide behind them, hoping that they would 
remain unnoticed. Their wet hair was hanging 
down, covering portions of their bodies. They 
were also trying to move in such a way that Krishna 
would not see their naked beauty. 

When Krishna saw how embarrassed the girls were, 
he became deeply impressed by their pure love; he 
saw their innocence and purity. Then, out of love and 
respect for them, and out of eagerness to relish their 
fragrance, he placed their clothes on his shoulder. With 
a gentle smile, he began to speak to them, “I have so 
much respect for you that I even placed your lower 
garments on my shoulders.” 

A war waged inside the gopis? hearts, shyness 
holding them back and desire pushing them 
forward. Krishna said, “O sakhis , why are you 
afraid of me? You are standing there in a confused 
state as if you’re not attracted to me at all. How is 
it possible for you to cover yourselves? Because 
I’m sitting up here in the tree, I can easily see 
everything. On the pretext of morality you’re trying 
to cheat me. Now, don’t just stand there in one 
group. Stand in a straight line, and come before me. 
If you follow my instructions it shall be very easy 
for you to get your clothes.” The vraja-kumarls 

2 




Sri ^riskm^tl^^rit^ ^IkIk 

felt embarrassed, but they were overwhelmed 
with love and respect for Krishna. They gradually 
moved closer and closer to Krishna. 

Krishna said, “It is very inauspicious that you 
are standing there with your hair hanging loose, 
especially for religious girls performing a vrata. 
Even ordinary ladies keep their hair tied up. What 
to speak of religious ladies, even celestial nymphs 
lose their beauty if they let their hair down. By doing 
this you have spoiled your beauty. Therefore you 
should tie your hair in a braid. Be religious!” 

When the gopisheard Krishna’s firm, nectarean words, 
their affection for him increased a thousand times, and 
they gradually came closer and closer to him. Their bodily 
hair stood up due to ecstasy, and they laughed nervously. 

Krishna continued, “Ladies, this is not the proper 
conduct for righteous people. A person who is 
performing a vrata should never bathe naked in 
a river. In this way you have offended Yamuna 
Devi. You will ruin your vrata. You also made an 
offense to Varunadev.” 

The gopis were trying to cover themselves with their 
hands because they felt so embarrassed. It’s natural that 
young girls would feel so. But Krishna wanted them 
to surrender completely to him. Seeing them feeling 
remorse in their minds, discolored, with flaccid limbs, 
and extremely agitated, he thought, “Ah, I should not 
allow them to give up their lives.” He then mercifully 
spoke the process of atoning for the offense. 

Seeing that they were fatigued and worried, Krishna 
consoled them, saying, “Dear emaciated girls, do not fear. 
Your eyes are moving back and forth like cakora birds. 
Do not argue. Just hear my words. I can remove all of your 
offenses. At the present moment I am, for you, Narayan. 
Therefore, placing yourselves before me, you should 
offer obeisances in order to eradicate the offense. Can 
someone quench his thirst without water? Can someone 
get relief from the heat of summer without the evening? 
Therefore you should just follow my order. You can 
mitigate all your sins simply by offering respects to me. 
And if you do it with great faith and devotion, you will 
receive your desired results in many ways. So now you 
should offer obeisances by joining your palms together 
and placing them over your head.” 

When they tried to offer their obeisances by only 
bowing down their heads, he said, “Offering obeisances 
simply with one’s head is inadequate.” Seeing their next 
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attempt to offer obeisances with only one hand, he 
cited a verse beginning “ eka-hasta-pranamal? , and by 
thus pointing out the discrepancy, convinced them to 
fold their hands together. Upon seeing that they were 
holding their hands below, He said, “Now you should 
offer obeisances by placing your joined palms over 
your heads.” The gopis were nervous because they 
did not know what to do. Among themselves they 
whispered, “What is he going to do next? If we don’t 
do as he says, our vrata may be destroyed.” 

As the gopis were shyly looking back and forth, they 
thought, “Our vow cannot go in vain. Rather, let all our 
codes of family and class religion and our shame be 
destroyed.” Then, with half-closed eyes, they placed 
their hands over their heads like toy dolls controlled 
by Krishna. They pacified Krishna by standing very 
humbly with their heads hanging down. 

Krishna thought, “In surrender to me they have 
given up their shyness in such a way that it is even 
worse than death for such aristocratic girls.” Then 
Krishna’s heart melted like butter, and a sweet 
smile appeared on his lips. He said, “You have 
greatly pleased me and I feel so much love for 
you. Now dress yourselves in your clothes. May 
you all drown in the ocean of ecstasy according 
to your individual tastes of love.” Seeing them 
humbly bowing down, the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead returned their clothes. 

We must also fully surrender to Krishna with 
body, mind and soul. The gopis agreed to be fully 
controlled by Krishna because they love him. And 
in doing so they conquered the Lord’s heart. If 
any devotee allows himself to be controlled by 
Krishna, as the Lord’s puppet, then he or she 
will in turn control and conquer Krishna. That 
is the nature of Sri Krishna — he is conquered 
by love. Srila Kaviraj Goswami has composed a 
beautiful verse: 

usno ravih sitala eva candrah 
saw am saha bhus capalah samirah 
sadhuh sudhiro ’mbu nidhir gabhirah 
svabhavatah prema-vaso hi krsnah 

The sun is naturally warm, the moon naturally cool. 
The earth is naturally tolerant, the wind naturally 
restless. The saints are naturally grave, the ocean 
naturally deep. And Krishna is naturally controlled 
by love.” [ Govinda-lilamrta 17.16] 
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Srila Prabhupada writes in Krishna , the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. 

“The gopis were all simple souls, and whatever Krishna 
said they took to be true. In order to be freed from the 
wrath of Vamnadev, as well as to fulfill the desired end 
of their vows and ultimately to please their worshipable 
Lord, Krishna, they immediately abided by his order. 
Thus they became the greatest lovers of Krishna and 
his most obedient servitors. Nothing can compare to the 
Krishna consciousness of the gopis. Actually, the gopis 
did not care for Varuna or any other demigod. They only 
wanted to satisfy Krishna.” 

Although they were totally cheated, ridiculed, and 
utterly embarrassed, they did not feel inimical towards 
their beloved Krishna. Rather, they felt overjoyed with the 
association of their beloved, even though he was acting 
like this. When one is considered dear, whatever that dear 
one does is experienced with pleasure, even if it gives 
pain. This is the mood of the gopis. They are the purest 
servants of the Lord. And their mood of love is glorified 
by Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu in his Siksastakampmyevs: 

aslisya va pada-ratam pinastu mam 
adarsanan marma-hatam karotu va 
yatha tatha va vidadhatu lampato 
mat-prana-nathas tu sa eva naparah 

My dear Lord Krishna, you may embrace me or 
trample me under your feet, or you may make me 
brokenhearted by never being present before me. 
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Whatever you like you can do, because you have 
complete freedom to act. But in spite of all your 
dealings, you are my Lord eternally. I have no other 
worshipable object. 

This is the attitude of the gopis toward Krishna. 
They were willing to accept whatever situation they 
were put in by Krishna. Even though they were 
so embarrassed, that embarrassment or feeling of 
morality was conquered by their prema , because 
their prema became more powerful than their 
shame and embarrassment. Of course, this does not 
mean that Krishna devotees promote immorality or 
shamelessness, but they understand that pleasing 
Krishna is more important than anything else. And in 
this situation, Krishna was directly ordering them in a 
firm way. Thus they all stood naked before the Lord. 

It is not so easy to stand naked before the Lord. One 
must surrender everything—one’s possessions, one’s 
attachments, one’s fear, and one’s plans. One must strip 
oneself of all subtle conceptions of being the enjoyer, 
and of all plans for security, totally giving up all false 
pride and trying to protect oneself. Only after stripping 
oneself completely from all these can one tmly stand 
before the Lord in utter surrender. Thus the gopis have 
established the highest standard of surrender for all 
devotees. 

(to be continued) 0 

Controlling the Elephant 
Of the Lord’s Glories 

Sri Hari-bhakti-vilasa 11.269 

puja-mahima-mattehhah sastraranya-viharinah 
kitena kati sangrahyah prabhavam sri-harer vina 

How can an ordinary person, who is as insignificant 
as an insect, control the intoxicated elephant in the 
form of the Lord’s glories that wanders about within 
the forest of the Vedic literature? It is only possible by 
the mercy of Lord Hari. 0 

— Sanatan Goswami. Sn Hari-bhakti-vilasa. English translation by 
Bhumipati Das. Rasbihari Lai & Sons. Vrindavan. 2006. 
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Sri Srimad Purnachandra Goswami 



Not Required to Join 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

With reference to the boys holding kirtanas 
independently, our propaganda should be that 
people may open different centers of their own. 
Each and every householder may have his own 
class at home. Not that everyone is required to 
join the society; they may take the idea from the 
society and introduce in their private life. And if 
possible, let us sell to them the paraphernalia of 
kirtana — karatalas , mrdahga , deities, etc. 0 

— From an undated letter to Rayaram. 

Seeing Through the Ears 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda 
Swami Maharaja 

If you hear Srimad Bhagavatam regularly 
you will develop the vision to see Lord Krishna. 
kalau nasta-drsam — You are enveloped by 
and groping about in the dense darkness of 
Kali-yuga. You have no enlightenment. If there 
was some light then you could say, “Oh, yes. 
Here is Mr. Chavet. Here is this, here is that.” 
In Kali-yuga, those who are blind, devoid of 
pure transcendental knowledge, can get light 
from this Bhagavata-maha-purana. By hearing 
Srimad Bhagavatam their eyes can open, 
sruteksita. Their bhakti-caksu , devotional eye, 
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His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


and jhana-caksu, eye of knowledge or intuition, 
can open. Only then is it possible for them to 
see Krishna, iksita. If you do not hear, how can 
you see? 0 

— Lecture, New Vrindavan, West Virginia, 30 May 1993. 
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Gopi Vastraharana Lila 
Part Six 

Sri Srimad Pumachandra Das Goswami 

Their Hearts Stolen 

By association with their dearmost Krishna, the gopis 
were captivated; they became more attached to him 
than ever. Their glances, now full of shyness, became 
fixed upon him. And being so situated, they could not 
move due to being stunned by ecstatic love. 

After they put their clothes on they did not move. 
They just stood there completely captivated by Krishna. 
And as Krishna stole away their garments, similarly 
his mind was stolen away by them. Their love was 
mutually dependent. They remained there, shyly 
glancing at him. Actually, this incident made them more 
humble in front of Krishna than they were before. Why? 
Because the gopis had viewed this incident as proof that 
Krishna was as attached to them as they were attached 
to him. Thus they felt, “Krishna also loves us, by the 
grace of Katyayani.” 

The shyness that was driven out by Krishna and also 
rejected by them had gone far away. But that same 
shyness again returned, and being led by their eyes to 
the vicinity of Krishna, again assumed dominion even 
more than before. They became shy again because 
their love for Krishna had increased more and more. 
They became stunned by prema-bhakti, and so they 
could not move. 

The purva-raga in the hearts of the gopis was now 
blossoming into a beautiful flower of love. Krishna did 
not simply steal the clothes of the gopis , but he also stole 
their hearts. The stealing of their clothes was a pretext; 
it was the medium by which they could surrender 
fully to him and develop their love. The fact that they 
were young girls and that they were naked was just 
the circumstantial medium of exchange, a secondary 
feature of the pastime. Any common man would have 
become lusty in such a situation. But Krishna, the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, tested the love of the 
gopis and made it come out from their heart. Krishna, 
being the Supreme Lord, is never controlled by lust. 

In their past lives, many of the gopis were religious 
and austere sages, fully attached to conventional 
dharma. Now Krishna was breaking through that 
conventional dharma and bringing them above it by 
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invoking their pure love. Although others would be 
lusty to see the naked forms of women, Krishna was 
not interested to enjoy material, sexual affairs. He was 
only interested in what was inside their hearts. 

The gopis said, “O Krishna, topmost enjoyer of loving 
reciprocations, we have now obtained the fruit of our 
vow because after you have created this extraordinary 
fraud and driven the very life air out of our bodies, 
again by your grace we have become fully satisfied. 
By making us come out of the water you used clever 
devices to insult us in every way. But then you took 
our garments on your own shoulders and gave them 
back to us together with the jewel of your own heart, 
as expressed by you. In response to this we can only 
offer you our shy glances. We are simply foolish girls 
and cannot discern whether this is an offense against 
you or if it satisfies you. You know perfectly well the 
differences of time, place and candidate. Therefore, 
please speak whatever you desire to say. After hearing 
from you, we will go to our homes.” 

At this point the other soft-hearted cowherd boys 
spoke amongst themselves, “There is nothing more 
for us to do here. Come on, let’s go.” They playfully 
pulled each other by the hands, clothes and belts, and 
left. Krishna, who was now even more beautiful due 
to his charming act of thievery, prepared to give the 
gopis a wonderful boon. 

Krishna knew of the great determination 
possessed by the gopis that enabled them to 
perform the difficult austerities to achieve him. 
Therefore he reciprocated with them. He told them, 
“I knew everything before the desire tree of your 
determination grew. I have performed this pastime 
to increase your love for me. By ordering you 
harshly, I tested your love for me. Attracted to me, 
you submissively obeyed my order. And therefore 
I have manifested eternal love in your hearts. Your 
desire is pure. 

“I reciprocate differently with different people 
in this world. The desire of those who fix their 
minds on me does not lead to material desire for 
sense gratification, just as barleycorns burned by 
the sun can no longer grow into new sprouts. If 
a pure-hearted person displays such an intense 
desire for me then I will transform that desire 
into prema. Then he will taste the nectar of 
experiencing my qualities. This well of nectar 
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exists independently of any other type of rasa. 
Even Lakshmi Devi hankers for the love you 
have clearly displayed. 

“And whatever worship of me is done even 
temporarily, although it may be insubstantial and 
improper due to duplicity, still it is fit to become tme 
by my arrangement, since I am full of transcendental 
qualities. Even if such imperfect worship can become 
successful, then what to speak of the worship of me 
by your good selves, which is imbued with the most 
exalted pure love. 

Krishna continued, “O saintly girls, I knew that your 
real motive was to worship me, focused simply upon 
my happiness. And even though you have not stated 
this because of your shyness, that desire is approved 
by me, and it will come to pass. Because of your purity 
it must therefore come tme since such great souls as 
yourselves are intent simply upon my happiness. And 
I myself am under the control of your love. Therefore 
what is impossible in such a case? So now you should 
return to your homes in Vraja. Your desire is fulfilled 
because you will enjoy with me in the coming nights.” 
Krishna concluded by saying, “You have now attained 
perfection, so stop chatting like cataki birds.” 

The gopts cried tears of happiness, and could return 
home only with great difficulty. Their desires were now 
fulfilled because Krishna said, “You will enjoy with 
me in the coming nights.” A young lady never spends 
the night with anyone except her husband. By saying 
this it was clear that Krishna had accepted them as his 
wives. They would dance together in the rasa dance 
in the near future. This was his promise. 

Another View 

The Brahma-vaivarta Parana describes the pastime 
in a different way. There it is stated that the gopts 
chanted “ hrim durgayaih namaif a thousand times. 
When Krishna came to them and was joking with 
them from the tree, he challenged the ability of the 
goddess to fulfill their desires. He said, “Your goddess 
did not have the power to protect your clothes, so 
how will she have the power to give you the result 
of your vow? This Purana mentions that Sri Radha 
calls upon her young girlfriends to tie up Krishna and 
bring him to her. The gopts rise up from the water and 
chase Sridama, who is holding the gopts' garments. 
He starts running to where all of the other cowherd 
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boys are standing. The vraja-gopts, although naked, 
surround all of the cowherd boys and stand ready 
to attack them. Sridama quickly gives Krishna the 
garments, and Krishna climbs into the tree. Then he 
starts joking with the girls as follows, “What can you 
or your leader do to me? Nothing! You must all come 
before me and beg for your clothes.” The gopts then 
run back to the Yamuna to inform Srimati Radharani 
of Krishna’s demand. 

Srimati Radharani begins laughing and then sits down 
like a yogini on the bank of the Yamuna to meditate 
on Krishna’s lotus feet. Upon opening her eyes, she 
sees Krishna everywhere. She also sees all of the gopts’ 
garments where they were originally placed and all of 
the goddess’s offerings on the river bank. She considers 
that her vision was a dream or perhaps a hallucination 
due to exhaustion. But then the gopts return to the bank 
only to find the garments exactly where they had first 
placed them. 

Two Kinds of Lilas 

We often find that there are two types of Mas found 
in the scriptures: one predominated by aisvarya-bhava, 
the reverential mood of worshiping the Lord’s opulent 
feature, and the other predominated by madhurya- 
bhava , the intimate mood focusing on the Lord’s 
sweetness. If Sri Radha was meditating on Krishna’s 
lotus feet from within the river it indicates that she 
was aware that he is the Supreme Lord. And if she 
was ordering her sakhisto capture Krishna and tie him 
up, that also indicates her mood to be like that of an 
angry queen, similar to Lakshmi’s behavior in the Herd- 
pancamt festival in Puri. In different scriptures you will 
find different pastimes in one of these two categories. 

If you hear a description of Vrindavan where one 
devotee is cursing another devotee to fall to the mortal 
world, that pastime is not taking place in Goloka 
Vrindavan. Rather, it is taking place in Radha-Krishna 
Vaikuntha (Aisvarya-vrndavana). Or if you read about 
a divine spacecraft taking a devotee back to Godhead, 
or about demigods requesting Lord Krishna to advent 
on the earth, such a description is not about the original 
Goloka Vrindavan. There is also a divine abode in 
Vaikuntha where Radha and Krishna reside. In that 
place we also find the celebrated Govardhana Hill, the 
Yamuna River, the gopas and gopts, but there are no 
sweet, intimate pastimes as found in Goloka Vrindavan. 
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Rather, there the eternal residents serve Radha and 
Krishna in opulence as if they were a king and queen. 

Srila Vishwanath Cakravartipada has referred to this 
abode in his commentary on the pastime in Srimad 
Bhagavatam of Nanda Maharaja being rescued from 
Varunadeva’s abode ( Bhag. 10.28.17) as follows: 

And seeing that Vaikuntha-loka, they became overjoyed 
with supreme bliss. This is because of their noticing that 
the Vrindavan present in the Goloka of Vaikuntha has 
the same nature as their own Vrindavan. This is just like 
millionaires who sometimes lose all their wealth and 
then by chance they see some token of their wealth and 
become overwhelmed in bliss. 





Krishna spoke joking words to the gopis 


Thus they were searching out, ‘Where is Krishna, a mere 
drop of the perspiration from whose lotus face is more 
worthy of homage than thousands of lives?’ Then they 
saw him. Seeing Krishna present there, being praised by 
the personified Vedas, they became astonished. 

“Indeed, where have we arrived, that there are all 
these luminous personalities offering prayers? We 
have never seen such persons in Vrindavan. But who 
are they, whom seem incapable of being approached 
by us? And in the midst of them is our Krishna. Yet 
even though he is looking upon us, his many parents 
and relatives, he is not manifesting his childhood 
behavior. Neither does he come near to us. He 
doesn’t take our necks in his arms. And we also feel 
embarrassed to approach him and place him on our 
laps. How is it that we are just now forgetting the 
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disturbances of hunger and thirst? And how is it that 
his mother, unable to feed him, is able to maintain her 
life?’ They were expressing such surprise. The implied 
completion of the idea is that they were again brought 
back to Vrindavan by Yogamaya, who was inspired by 
the Lord’s lild-sakti. 


One should discriminate while reading and hearing 
vraja-lilds because our Gaudiya dcdryas generally did 
not refer to nor meditate upon the aisvarya-lilds found 
in books like Garga-samhita, Brahma-vaivarta Parana, 
and so on. One may occasionally use them for a particular 
purpose, but they do not present the pure mood of Vraja 
that our Gaudiya dcdryas promote for the cultivation of 
vraja-bhakti. We can accept these aisvarya-lilas as true 
accounts since they are given in sastra , but there is a great 
difference between them and the mddhurya-lilas meant 
to be cultivated by us. Knowing these facts, one may 
judge various accounts in other Puranas as favorable or 
unfavorable for vraja-bhajan. 

One great devotee may mystically envision a pastime 
and record it differently than another great devotee. 
Their revelations of a Bhauma Vrindavan pastime may 
be from one yuga or another yuga. Their revelation 
may also be from Radha-Krishna Vaikuntha or from 
Goloka Vrindavan. Thus different activities, moods, and 
results in envisioned Mas may be perceived and later 
recorded in various sastras from different devotees’ 
revelations. And even if a number of great devotees 
envision the same Md from Goloka Vrindavan, they 
may envision it differently according to their own level 
or mood of prema. Therefore there are variegated 
accounts of the same Mas , and we may accept all of 
them as factual and real without being confused. 0 




Painting by Gokul Bihari Pattnaik 
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Devotional Dramatics 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

This prahlada-caritra drama is very instructive. 
Although it is not played on a very nice stage, the 
feeling expressed by the devotees in playing this 
prahlada-caritra has become very successful. We 
want to understand the feeling. Externally, we may 
not be very much equipped. Krishna takes the 
feeling. (Lecture, 25 May 1975.) 

So you have got some talent for writing and 
producing dramas and now Krishna has given you the 
opportunity for dovetailing your talents in his service. 
This is very good. When I go there I shall be very glad 
to see these dramas enacted. Yes, I acted the part of 
Adwaita Prabhu in one such drama. I organized that 
theater performance in my youth. My friends were 
trained up and we performed. It was very much 
appreciated by the highest class of men in Kolkata. 
We were invited to many places to perform the drama. 
Lord Chaitanya inaugurated these vaisnava dramas. 
In such dramas, the actors must always be vaisnavas. 
Outsiders may help, but devotees should have all the 
major roles. (Letter, 13 April 1971.) 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, and I 
have noted the contents, along with the drama-script 
from Srimad Bhagavatam. It is very nice. This kind 
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of play-acting is wanted. Now introduce it to your 
country-men very nicely presented. Emphasis should 
be given to the words of the Bhagavatam. They are 
spiritual and will have powerful effect if someone 
only hears them with attention. Do not be enamored 
by fancy costumes and stage-decorations. They will 
only distract. Real acting art is to know how to speak. 
The greatest dramas, even in your Western culture, 
they can be played without any extra equipment. 
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Just like Shakespeare: One time I saw they were 
playing a drama — I think Hamlet or something 
like that — and only two men were there on a bare 
stage, and everyone was praising. So the art is to 
catch their ears. Now in that spirit go on with your 
work and try to do something wonderful. (Letter, 13 
December 1972.) 

Even one hundred years ago in India, all dramatic 
performances were centered on the superhuman 
activities of the Supreme Lord. The common people 
would be verily entertained by the performances of 
dramas, and yatra parties played wonderfully on 
the superhuman activities of the Lord. Thus even the 
illiterate agriculturist would be a participant in the 
knowledge of Vedic literature, despite a considerable 
lack of academic qualifications. Therefore, expert 
players in drama, dancers, singers, speakers, etc., are 
required for the spiritual enlightenment of the common 
man. (Purport to Srimad Bhagavatam 1.11.20.) 

Everyone enjoys play-acting, only there is at 
present a dearth of proper material for elevating 
the general mass of people to the proper standard. 
Practically, the whole world is going to hell. There 
is no decency, no gentleman anywhere. So we 
have to portray to the people of this fallen age 
of Kali-yuga what is the right standard for their 
behavior. When they see that, “Oh, here is such nice 
activity, such nice people!” they will automatically 
change. Simply we have to engage their senses 
in the right taste. So this drama-playing is very 
good presentation for attracting their attention and 
displaying Krishna Consciousness very beautifully. 
Make everything very simple, without too much 
fancy costumes, and the real message will come out 
very nicely. (Letter, 22 December 1971.) © 

Heroes of a Drama 

Srila Rupa Goswami’s 
Ndtaka Candrikd, texts 7-8 

svayam prakatitaisvaryo divyah krsnadir Iritah 
divyo ’pi nara-cestatvad divyadivyo raghudvahah 

adivyo dharma-putradir esu krsno gunadhikah 
nayakanam gunah sarve yatra sawa-vidhah smrtah 

In a drama, the central hero can be of three 
types — the divya , the divyadivya and the adivya. 
Those heroes, such as Lord Krishna, whose divine 
opulences are always self-manifest, are categorized 
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as divya. Heroes that possess divine opulences yet 
behave as ordinary humans, such as Lord Rama, 
are categorized as divyadivya. The adivyas are 
human heroes of saintly character, like Yudhisthir 
and others. Among all such heroes, Lord Krishna 
is certainly the most exalted hero, since he 
simultaneously exhibits the characteristics of all 
three categories of heroes to a superlative degree. 0 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das, from the Sanskrit at Gaudiya 
Grantha Mandira (http://www.granthamandira.com) 

The Dramas of Rupa Goswami 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda 
Swami Maharaja 

Srila Rupa Goswami wrote two dramas — 
Lalita-madhava and Vidagdha-madhava. All the 
pastimes of Krishna are described there. When 
Rupa Goswami was writing these two dramas, 
Mahaprabhu told him, krsnere bahira nahi kariha 
vraja haite vraja chadi’ krsna kabhu nd yana 
kahante — “Do not try to take Krishna out of 
Vrindavan, for he does not go anywhere else at any 
time.” (6c. antya 1.66) Krishna never goes even 
one step out from Vrajabhumi. 

So how did Rupa Goswami keep up the order 
of Mahaprabhu? In Lalita-madhava , until the 
second act all the pastimes are taking place within 
Vrajabhumi. In the second act there is the killing of 
Shankachuda. In the third act, Akrura comes and 
takes Krishna and Balaram to Mathura. That means 
he took Krishna away from Vrajabhumi. Then there 
is viraha , feeling pangs of separation. The vrajavasts , 
especially the damsels of Vrajabhumi headed by 
Srimati Radharani, all felt acute pangs of separation. 

When Krishna sat in Akrura’s chariot, the gopts 
were lying on the ground in front of the chariot. They 
were saying, “Let the wheels of the chariot roll on our 
bodies. Let us give up our life, let us die. We cannot 
survive. Krishna is our life. Akrura is taking away our 
life. How can we survive?” Lalita-madhava (3.21) 
says that then Paurnamasi narrated a message from 
Krishna, bhdvi bhavyahpunarapi maya mahgalah 
sahgamo vah — “Oh dear gopts, you somehow 
spend these very distressful days, feeling such acute 
pang of separation. In the future there will again be 
association with me. That will be all-auspicious.” 

So a question arises here. Mahaprabhu ordered Rupa 
Goswami, “Don’t take Krishna out of Vrajabhumi.” 
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But he took him out. Akrura came with the chariot 
and took him away. 

Did he violate Mahaprabhu’s order? It seems 
externally that he did so. He took Krishna away, 
following which mathura-lila and dvaraka-ltla, 
pastimes in Mathura and Dwarka, took place. 
However, in purna-manorathah — the final act of 
Lalita-madhava — a wonderful incident emerges. 
If you analyze it in tattva , you will see that Rupa 
Goswami never violated Mahaprabhu’s order. It is 
so wonderful that many cannot understand. 

What happened is that Radharani entered into the 
Yamuna and drowned. Kalindi, Yamuna Devi, took 
Radha and handed her over to her father Surya, the 
sun god. The sun god handed over Radha to his dear 
devotee Satrajita. Satrajita’s daughter is Satyabhama. 
Radha entered into Satyabhama. Radha is now in 
Dwaraka as Satyabhama. This is simply wonderful. 
Can you understand it? In the final act you will find 
that all of Radharani’s girl companions are there in 
Dwarka. So once again there is union in Dwarka. 
It is inconceivable, such bliss. 

At that time, in Dwarka, Krishna said to Radha, 
pranesvari radhe prarthayasva kirn atah parath te 
priyarh karavani , “O My dear Radha, what can I do to 
please you? Please tell me.” Radha as Satyabhama said: 

yd te llld-rasa-parimalodgdri-vanydparltd 

dhanya ksaunl vilasati vrta mathuri madhuribhih 

tatrasmabhis catula-pasupi-bhava-mugdhdntardbhih 
samvltas Warn kalaya vadanollasi-venur viharam 

“O my dear fickle-natured Krishna, this is my 
prayer. Please come at least once more to Vrajabhumi. 
That Vrajabhumi is still there; all the places of your 
sports are all there. The jungle is there, the peacocks 
are there, the river Yamuna is there. All these are 
there and all are waiting for you. How beautiful is 
Vrindavan! Its beauty is incomparable. Please come, 
please come. We damsels of Vrajabhumi are all going 
there. You please come. Let us all surround you and 
start again your vraja-ltla. Again, you please regain 
your form bent in three places, holding your flute 
and playing so sweetly. If you will once again set 
your lotus feet in Vrajabhumi then my desire will be 
fulfilled.” C Lalita-madhava 10.261) 

Krishna said, tathastu , “Let it be so.” 

Then Radharani said, kadharh bia , “How will it 
be? You are here in Mathura, in Dwarka. How will 
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Radha and Krishna dancing 


it be possible?” Krishna didn’t say anything. He just 
looked towards the southern direction as if waiting 
for somebody. 

Just then, Gargamuni’s daughter, Gargi, and 
Ekanamsha, the daughter who was born from the 
womb of mother Yashoda, arrived there. Mother 
Yashoda had given birth to twins. One was a son 
and another a daughter. The son is Krishna and the 
daughter is Ekanamsha. 

That Ekanamsha is yogamaya. Yogamaya said, 
sakhi radhe! matra samsayam krthah. yato 
bhavatyah srimati gokule tatraiva vartante kintu 
mayaiva kala-ksepanartham anyatha prapahcitam. 
tad etan manasy anubhuyatam. krsno py esa tatra 
gata eva pratlyatam. — “O Radhe, don’t have any 
doubt. You are all now in Vrajabhumi, you are not 
in Mathura and Dwarka. You are all in Vrajabhumi. 
I have made all these arrangements. I have acted 
in such a way that it seems you are far away from 
Vrajabhumi in Mathura and Dwarka. But actually you 
are all in Vrajabhumi. Krishna is here and you are all 
here.” (. Lalita-madhava 10.264) How is it? This is the 
activity of yogamaya. 

Then Radharani said, bahirahga-janalaksataya 
sri-gokulam api sva-svarupair alahkaravameti — 
“O Krishna, please come. Let us manifest that vraja- 
ltla, vrnddvana-ltla, again, which the bahirahga , the 
conditioned souls, the jtvas in the material world, 
cannot understand. There we will manifest our 
nitya-llla , eternal pastimes. C Lalita-madhava 10.268) 

Krishna replied, priye! tathastu. tad ehi, svasus 
tavabhyarthanam abandhyam karavavah — 
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H sample of Srila Rupa Goswami's original handwritting 


“O My dear Radhe, let your desire be fulfilled!” 
C Lalita-madhava 10.269) 

Krishna is always in Vrajabhumi. The pastimes there 
are eternal. Both Radha and Krishna became amazed, 
“Oh, what is this?” This is the activity of yogamaya. 

Therefore it is said, “Krishna never goes even 
one step out of Vrindavan.” So it is true. It is reality, 
not mythology. In Brhad-Bhagavatamrta , Srila 
Sanatan Goswami has written how Krishna had 
a dream. Krishna said, “Oh, I had a long dream! 
I went to Dwarka, became king, and married 
thousands of wives.” Krishna is absolute. His 
dream is also absolute. It is reality. 0 

— From a lecture in Los Angeles. 28 June 1994. 
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All Glories to Srila 
Rupa Goswami 

The Vaisnava Poet Madho 

jaya jay a rupa maharasa sagara 
darasana parasana vacana rasayana 
anandahuke gagara 

All glories, all glories to Srila Rupa Goswami, 
the great ocean of transcendental mellows. His 
sight, words and touch are all like pitchers full of 
ecstatic mellows. 

ati gambhlra dhtra karunamaya 
prema-bhakatika agara 
ujjvala-prema-mahdmani prakatita 
desa gaura vairagara 

His nature is extremely grave, sober and merciful. 
He is a repository of loving devotional service unto 
Krishna. This brilliant gem amongst ecstatic lovers of 
Krishna appeared in the land of Lord Gaura. 

sataguna-mandita pandita ranjana 
vrndavana-nija-nagara 
kiriti vimala yasa sunatahi madho 
satata rahala hiye jagara 

He is imbued with all divine qualities, and is 
dear to all scholars. He is the leader amongst all 
divine lovers of Vrindavan. Hearing of his glories 
and spotless fame, Madho alertly meditates on him 
within his heart. 0 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das, from Vaisnava Padavali, 
fourth edition, April 2010. Compiled and edited by Hare Krishna 
Mukhopadhyay. Published by Shishu Sahitya Sansad Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata. 
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United Again 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Srila Jiva Goswami has explained this radha 
krsna-pranaya-vikrtir hladini-saktir asmad 
ekatmanav api [Cc. adi 1.5]. Radha and Krishna, 
they are one, but for pastimes they have become 
two. Again they unite as Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
caitanyakhyarh prakatam adhuna tad-dvayarh 
caikyam aptam. (Lecture, 5 October 1976.) 

Krishna divided himself into his energy and himself. 
That original spiritual energy is Radharani. That is 
stated by Jiva Goswami. radha krsna-pranaya-vikrtir 
hladinisaktirasmat —When Krishna wants pleasure, 
he cannot accept the inferior energy. The same 
superior energy, Krishna, is divided into two. That is 
Radha and Krishna. And again, when they unite, that 
is Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Divided they are Radha and 
Krishna, and united they are Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 
sri-krsna-caitanya radha-krsna nahe anya — anya 
means another. So Sri Krishna Chaitanya is the 
combination of Radha and Krishna. And when they are 
divided into two, they are Radha and Krishna. This is 
the purport. These are the conclusions. Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu is Radha and Krishna combined. Krishna 
is playing the part of Radharani to understand Krishna. 
This is Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. (Lecture, 26 June 1974.) 





_ 

His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

When we speak of Sri Krishna Chaitanya, we 
should understand immediately that he’s Krishna 
in Radharani’s attitude, radha-bhava. Radha and 
Krishna are one. They are not different from one 
another, radha krsna-pranaya-vikrtir hladini saktir 
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asmad [Cc. adi 1.5] — Radharani is the expansion of 
Krishna’s pleasure potency. So Sri Krishna Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu is Krishna himself, but the pleasure 
potency of Krishna is prominent in his activities. 
Krishna, in order to understand himself, took the 
position of Radharani. Personally he could not 
understand his potencies, but when he appeared as 
Sri Krishna Chaitanya Mahaprabhu in the attitude of 
Radharani’s love for Krishna, krsna-prema, then he 
could fully understand himself as Krishna. These are 
very intricate subject matters to understand, but this 
is the fact. (Lecture, 3 March 1974.) 0 

Gaura-Lila and Gaura-Dhama 

Sri Srimad Gour 
Govinda Swami Maharaja 

There is no difference between Gaura and Krishna in 
tattva. Krishna is Gaura, and Gaura is Krishna. However, 
Gaura is Krishna combined with mahabhava-svarupinl 
Srimati Radharani. In vraja-llla there are two forms — 
msardja Krishna and madandkhya-mahdbhdvamayl 
Srimati Radharani. But in gaura-lila , there is one 
form. Radha combined with Krishna — that is Gaura. 
Otherwise there is no difference between Gaura and 
Krishna. This is the siddhanta, , conclusion. The acaryas 
have described this: 

‘nanda-suta’ bali’yanre bhagavategai 
sei krsna avatlrna caitanya-gosani 

He whom Srimad Bhagavatam describes as the son 

of Nanda Maharaja has descended to earth as Lord 

Chaitanya. [Cc. adi 2.9] 

In Srimad Bhagavatam it is said that the son 
of Nanda Maharaja is Krishna. That same Krishna 
has now appeared as Chaitanya Gosai. Swarup 
Damodar Goswami has therefore said, naumi 
krsna-svarupam — I pay my obeisances to that 
Gaura, who is krsna-svarupa. 

The special characteristic of Gaura is that he is 
radha-bhava-dyuti-suvalitam. When Krishna accepts 
the mood and complexion of Radharani, he becomes 
Gaura. caitanyakhyam prakatam adhuna tad- 
dvayam caikyam dptam — The two forms Krishna 
and Radha appear as one form combined together, 
aikyam dptam , as Chaitanya. 

So Krishna is Gaura and Gaura is Krishna. Krsna- 
llla is gaura-lila • gaura-lila is krsna-llla. There is no 
difference between naml and nama , abhinnatvan 
ndma-ndminoh —there is no difference between the 
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Gaura-lila is non-different from Krsna-lila 


name of Krishna and Krishna himself. Similarly, there 
is no difference between krsna-llla and gaura-lila. 
But purvasmdtparameva hanta karunam —though 
there is no difference between naml and nama , of 
these two the latter is more merciful than the former. 
The name of Krishna is more merciful than Krishna. 
Similarly, there is no difference between krsna-llla 
and gaura-lila , yet the latter is more merciful than 
the former. That means gaura-lila is more merciful 
and relishable than krsna-llla. Navadvlpa-llla, vraja- 
llla — both are krsna-llla. There is no difference 
between them. The dear associates of Gaura, the 
nitya-siddha parsadas Rupa Goswami and Sanatan 
Goswami, have disclosed this tattva. 

Radhika-raman Krishna is always in Vrajabhumi, 
vmdavanam parityajya padam ekam na gacchati 
— Krishna never goes even a single step from 
Vrindavan. He is always in Vrindavan. How is it then 
that Krishna left Vrajabhumi and went to Mathura 
and then to Dwarka, thus creating mathura-llla and 
dvaraka-llla? These two acaryas, Sanatan Goswami 
and Rupa Goswami, have disclosed this tattva. They 
have said that mathura-llla and dvaraka-llla nourish 
vraja-llla , and that these two lllas are inside vraja-llla. 
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So vraja-ltla is krsna-lila and navadvtpa-ltla is also 
krsna-lila. Of these two types of lilds, one is manifested, 
prakata , and the other is unmanifested, aprakata. 

What is Nabadwip Dham? Acaryas and mahajanas 
have said that it is a closed compartment in Vraja 
Dham. So Vraja Dham is of two types — prakata 
and aprakata, manifest and unmanifest. 

In that closed compartment known as Nabadwip 
Dham, Krishna, who is rasaraja, the chief of all 
enjoyers of mellows, is feeling acute pangs of 
separation, viraha, from Radharani, and he cries 
and cries and cries. He had developed greed to 
understand the feelings of Radharani, to understand 
his own beauty, and to understand the happiness 
that Radharani feels by enjoying his beauty. 
He had developed these three desires and was 
thinking of how to fulfill them. He concluded that 
without accepting the sentiment and complexion of 
Radharani, his greed could not be satisfied. Therefore 
he entered into the core of the heart of Radharani 
and hid himself there, and a molten gold complexion 
manifested outwardly. So externally he is feeling the 
pangs of separation, but in the heart there is union. 

In that separation, viraha ,, vipralambha-bhava, he 
chants the name of Krishna, u hare krsna hare krsna 
krsna krsna hare hare hare rama hare rama rama 
rama hare hare". Similarly, in Radha-tantra it is 
described that in Vrajabhumi, when Radharani feels 
acute pangs of separation from Krishna, she chants 
the name of Krishna. Mahaprabhu accepted the 
same radha-bhava and radha-kanti. So, absorbed 
in vipralambha-bhava, Gaura chants the hare krsna 
mahd-mantra. 

That hidden Vrindavan is Nabadwip Dham, 
a closed compartment in Vrindavan. Where is 
Nabadwip and where is Vrindavan? They are so far 
apart, hundreds and hundreds of miles apart. That 
is external. But if you have an internal vision, you 
will see that one is inside the other, Nabadwip is 
inside of Vrindavan. Therefore, the acaryas instruct 
us not to see any difference between gaura-vana 
and vraja-vana. We sing that song by Srila Narottam 
Das Thakur: 

gaurahgera sahgi-gane, nitya-siddha kari’ mane, 
se ydya vrajendra-suta pasa 

sri-gauda-mandala-bhumi, yebajane cintamani 
tarn haya vraja-bhume vasa 



Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu's original shoes and 
waterpotpreserved in the Gambhira in Jagannath Puri 

One who accepts the associates of Lord Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu as nitya-siddhas is certain to be elevated 
to the spiritual kingdom to become an associate of the 
Supreme Lord. One should also know that Gauda- 
mandala-bhumi — those places in Bengal where Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu stayed — are equal to Vrajab¬ 
humi Vrindavan. There is no difference between the 
inhabitants of Vrindavan and those of Gauda-mandala- 
bhumi, Sridham Mayapur. Therefore, no one should 
see any difference between Gaura and Krishna. 0 

— From a Gaura-Purnima lecture, Bhubaneshwar, 3 March 1994. 

Eight Forms of Gaura’s Name 

Sri Raghunandan Goswami 

The following verse gives Gaura’s name in the eight 
cases of Sanskrit Grammar: 

gaurah sac-caritamrtamrta-nidhir 

gaurarh sadaiva stuve 
gaurena prathitam rahasya-bhajanarh 

gauraya saw am dade 
gaurad asti krpalur atra na paro 

gaurasya bhrtyo ’bhavam 
gaure gauravam acarami bhagavan 

gaura prabho raksa mam 

(1) Gaurah — Gaura’s ecstatic transcendental 
pastimes are like an ocean of nectar. (Gaura 
as the subject) 

(2) Gauram — It is Lord Gaura who is eternally 
worshipable. (Gaura as the object) 

(3) Gaurena — It is through Gaura that the 
confidential secrets of krsna-bhajana were 
revealed. (Gaura as the instrument of action) 

(4) Gauraya — Unto Gaura everything should be 
given. (Gaura as the recipient of action) 

(5) Gaurat — No one is more merciful than Gaura. 
(Gaura in a comparative sense) 

(6) Gaurasya — I will become a servant of Gaura. 
(Gaura in a relationship) 
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(7) Gaure — I shall always act by investing all my 
pride in Gaura. (Gaura as the reservoir of a quality) 

(8) Gaura —O Gaura! My Lord! Please protect me! 
(Gaura being addressed directly). 0 

— Sri Gauranga Virudavali 110. Mrinalakanti Ghosh (editor). 
Sri Gaura-pada-tarahgini. Sri Gauranga Press. Calcutta. 1903. 
Bengali. Page 15. 

The Moon Known as Gaurachandra 

Vrindavan Das 

jayajaya rava bhela nadlya nagare 
janmilena sn-gaurdhga jaganndtha ghare 

jagan-mata sacl-devl misrajaganndtha 
mahdnande gagana paolajanu kata 

The town of Nadia reverberated with the sounds 
of Jaya! Jaya!’ It was the occasion of the birth of Sri 
Gauranga, who appeared at the home of Jagannath 
Misra. Mother Sachi, who was like the mother of the 
entire world, and Jagannath Misra raised their hands 
in the sky in their great ecstasy. 

grahana samaye pahun alia avanl 
sankha-nada hari-dhvani cari bhite suni 

nadlya nagan-gana deyajaya-kara 
ulu-dhvani hari-dhvani ananda apara 

As the time for the lunar eclipse approached, 
loud sounds of conch shells and the chanting of the 
holy names of Lord Hari could be heard in all four 
directions. The residents of Nadia loudly chanted, “Jaya! 
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The moonlike Gaurachandra 

Jaya!” along with making the traditional ulu sound 
accompanied by the names of Lord Hari. In this way, 
great joy was spread everywhere. 

papa rahu avanl kariyachila grasa 
purna-sasl gaura pahun te bhela prakasa 

gauracanda-candra prema-amrta siheibe 
vrndavana-ddsa kahepdpatama ydbe 

When the sinful Rahu planet covered the moon 
in the sky, the full moon known as Gaurachandra 
became manifest in this world. The moon known as 
Lord Gaurachandra nourished the great nectar of love 
of Godhead in this world. Vrindavan Das says that this 
love of God has driven away all the sins of this world. 0 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Vaisnava Padavali, 
fourth edition, April 2010. Compiled and edited by Hare Krishna 
Mukhopadhyay. Published by Shishu Sahitya Sansad Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata. 
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The Medicine of Hari Sankirtana 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

We follow in the footsteps of Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu and his associates, who were all 
kind enough to raise the social status of everyone, 
irrespective of birth and occupation. The process 
given by Caitanya Mahaprabhu is not only 
transcendental to all sorts of mundane speculation, 
but is also very simple and innocent. It is like curing 
a disease by not only administering proper medicine 
but also by supplying proper diet at the same time. 

The medicine is administered through the submissive 
aural channel as hari-sahkirtana, which means: 

(1) To sing bhajan songs glorifying the almighty 
and his pastimes. 

(2) To preach the teachings of Bhagavad-gita, 
Srimad Bhagavatam, Ramayana , and the life of 
saints such as Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, Tulsidas, etc. 

(3) To establish the philosophy of devotional life 
as opposed to fruitive action or dry speculation 
of empiric philosophy and meet the opposite 
elements with all logical weapons. 

In other words, the medicine of hari-sahkirtana is 
administered by melodious songs and by propaganda 
through printing press and other platforms. 0 
— Letter to R. Prakash. 22 June 1951. 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


The Miracle of Tulsidas 

Sri Srimad 

Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

The activities of a vaisnava , a dear devotee of the 
Lord, are very wonderful, vaisnavera kriya mudra 
vijheha na bujhaya — However learned a man 
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Hanuman carrying Rama and Lakshman 


may be, he cannot understand the activities of a 
vaisnava. [ Cc. madhya 23.39] 

Goswami Tulsidas wrote the book Rama-carita- 
manasa , the activities of Lord Rama. His fame 
as a great devotee of Lord Rama spread far and 
wide. Once, the mogul emperor of Delhi heard 
that Tulsidas was displaying many wonderful, 
miraculous activities. So the emperor sent his men, 
“Bring Tulsidas here!” So Tulsidas came to the court. 

Then the emperor asked him, “I have heard that 
you are displaying some miraculous activities. Will 
you please display some? I’d like to see.” 

Tulsidas is a great devotee of Lord Rama. He said, 
“I don’t know anything but Rama. I never display 
any miraculous activity. I only chant the name of 
Rama. I don’t know anything but Rama.” 

'Then the emperor said, “Oh! This person is 
cheating me!” So he ordered, “Put him into prison. 
He is not displaying any miraculous activity.” So 
Tulsidas was put into prison, where he chanted, 
“Rama, Rama, Rama ...” 

The Supreme Lord always protects his devotees, 
because the devotees are so dear to him. In the ninth 

2 


canto of Srimad Bhagavatam [9-4.63 and 68], the 
Supreme Lord told Durvasa Muni: 

aharh bhakta-paradhino hy asvatantra iva dvija 
sadhubhir grasta-hrdayo bhaktair bhakta-jana-priyah 

“My devotees are so dear to me, and I am so dear to my 
devotees! Although I am omniscient, all powerful, and 
supremely independent, still I have no independence. 

I am subordinate to my devotees. The sadhu, bhakta, 
has occupied my heart. My heart doesn’t belong to me.” 

sadhavo hrdayam mahyarh sadhundm hrdayam tv aham 
mad-anyat te najananti naham tebhyo manag api 

“Those sadhu devotees are like my heart and I am 
the heart of those devotees. I don’t know anyone 
other than my devotees and they don’t know anyone 
other than me.” 

Krishna always protects and keeps the prestige 
of his devotees. For example, when Hiranyakasipu, 
the great demon and father of Prahlad Maharaja, 
threatened Prahlad, “Is your Lord in this stone pillar?” 
Prahlad Maharaja said, “Yes he is there.” 

“'Will he come out? If he won’t come out, then 
I’ll chop off your head with this sword!” 

He drew his sword, hit the stone pillar with his 
fist, and then suddenly Lord Nrsimhadev came out 
and tore open the stomach of that Hiranyakasipu. 
The Lord always protects his devotees. 

Shortly after Tulsidas was put into prison, suddenly 
innumerable monkeys came and started breaking 
the palace of the emperor. The emperor said, “See 
this miracle! Now Tulsidas has displayed a miracle. 
Hey! Get him! Set him free from prison now!” 

Tulsidas didn’t display any miracle himself. It 
was the Lord who protected him. That means that 
although it seems that the dear devotee of the 
Lord can do such wonderful things, in actuality he 
doesn’t do anything. The Lord does it for him. He 
is so dear to the Lord. 

Therefore it is said, vaisnavera kriya mudra 
vijfteha na bujhaya — however learned or 
intelligent a person may be, he cannot understand 
the activities of a vaisnava. [Cc. madhya 23-39] 0 

— From a class at New Govardhan, Australia, 1990. 

Eight Variations of 
Lord Rama’s Name 

The sage Budha-Kaushik 

The following verse gives Lord Rama’s name in 
the eight cases of Sanskrit Grammar: 
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ramah rajamanih sada vijayate 

rdmarh ramesam bhaje 
ramenabhihata nisacara-camu 

rdmdya tasmai namah 
rdmdt nastipardyanam parataram 

rdmasya ddso ’smyaham 
rdme citta-layah sada bhavatu me 

bho rdma mam-uddhara 

(1) Ramah — May Rama, the crest jewel of all 
kings, be ever victorious. (Rama as the subject) 

(2) Ramam —Let there be worship of Lord Rama, 
the husband and Lord of Rama-devi (Rama 
as the object) 

(3) Ramena — Hordes of nocturnal demons were 
slaughtered by Rama. (Rama as the instmment 
of action) 

(4) Rdmdya — My obeisances unto Lord Rama. 
(Rama as the recipient of action) 

(5) Rdmdt — No one is greater than Rama. (Rama 
in a comparative sense) 

(6) Rdmasya — I am a servant of Rama. 
(Rama in a relationship) 

(7) Rdme — Let my consciousness always dwell 
in the name, fame, pastimes and qualities 
of Lord Rama. (Rama as the shelter of an 
object or quality) 

(8) Bho Rama\ — O Rama! Please deliver me from 
material existence! (Rama being addressed 
directly). 0 

— Sri Rdma-raksd-stotra, verse 37, taken from Brhat-stotra- 
ratnavali, published by Khemraj Sri Krishnadas, Sri Venkateshwar 
Steam Press, Bombay. Samvat 2013 (1957). 

Glorification of Sri 
Ramanujacharya 

The DhatTpancakam of his disciples 

pasanda drma-sanda dava-dahanas 
caw aka sailasanih 
bauddha-dhvanta nirasa vasarapatir 

jainebha kanthlravah 
mayavadi bhujanga-bhanga-garudas 

traividya cudamanih 
srirangesa-jayadhvajo vijayate 

ramanujo ’yam munih 

He is a forest fire to the forest of charlatans, a 
heavy thunderbolt to the mountain-peaks of Char- 
vak’s atheistic philosophy, a brilliant sun for the dark 
night of the Buddhist philosophy, a chasing lion for 
the elephants of Jaina philosophy, and a Garuda 
to the snake-like mayavadts. May Sri Ramanuja, 
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Sita and Rama 

the victory flag of Lord Ranganath and the crest 
jewel of Vedic philosophers, be victorious! 

pasanda-sanda giri-khandana vajradandah 
pracchanna bauddha makaralaya manthadandah 
vedanta-sara sukha-darsana dipadandah 
ramanujasya vilasanti munes-tridandah 

He is a thunderbolt-stick that cracks the moun¬ 
tain-peaks of a multitude of charlatan philoso¬ 
phers. He is a churning stick that churns the 
ocean of Vedic philosophy and destroys the deep¬ 
swimming makara fishes of covert Buddhists, who 
are externally Vedic but internally atheists. He is 
a lamp-stick that illuminates the blissful essence 
of the Vedanta-sutra. These three sticks of Sri 
Ramanuja thus glow brilliantly! 

caritroddhara-dandam 

catura-naya-pathalankriya-ketu-dandam 

sadvidya-dipa-dandarh 

sakala-kali-katha samhrteh kala-dandam 
trayyantalamba-dandam 

tribhuvana vijayac-chhatra sauvarna-dandam 
dhatte ramanujaryah 

prati-kathaka siro vajra-dandam tridandam 
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He is a redemption-stick that lifts up the char¬ 
acter of mankind; an illuminating comet-stick that 
demonstrates the correct path even to the expert 
logicians; a lamp-stick that illuminates true knowl¬ 
edge; a death-stick for all of Kali-yuga’s nefarious 
activities; a support-stick for the fatigued Vedas; a 
golden umbrella-stick for the umbrella that pro¬ 
claims philosophical victory over the three worlds. 
The same Ramanujacharya, who is a thunderbolt- 
stick for his philosophical opponents, now carries 
a tridanda (three sticks of sannyasa ) in his hands. 

trayyd-mahgalya-sutram 

triyuga-pada-yugarohanalamba-sutram 
sad-vidya dipa-sutram 

sakala-kalikathd-samhrteh kala-sutram 
prajnd-sutram budhanam 

prasama-dhana-manah padminl nala-sutram 
raksa-sutram munlnam 

jayati yatipater vaksasi brahma-sutram 

The sacred Brahmin threads of Ramanuja are like 
the mangala-sutra (auspicious necklace threads) of 
the Vedas, like the support threads of a rope ladder 
by which one can climb up to the lotus feet of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, like a thread- 
wick which illuminates the lamp of true knowledge, 
like the threads of the death-rope of Yamaraj for 
killing the nefarious activities of Kali-yuga, like the 
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Srila Ramanujacharya 

threads which connect and nourish the intellects 
of great personalities, like the fine threads within a 
lotus stem which connects those great personalities 
whose only wealth is their good qualities, and like a 
protection-thread [worn on the wrist] for great sages. 
All glories to that Brahmin thread ( brahma-sutra ) 
decorating the chest of this king of renunciates. 

pasanda sagara maha-vadaba mukhagnih 
sri-rarigaraja caranambuja mula-dasah 

sri-visnu-loka mani-mandapa margadayl 
ramanujo vijayate yatirajarajah 

(According to the Vedic scriptures, there is a fire 
constantly burning in the oceans that consumes 
excess water, thereby preventing it from flooding 
land-areas. This fire comes out from the mouth 
of a vadaba, a female horse. The poet thus prays:) 

He is the vadaba fire which controls the ocean 
of charlatan philosophers. He is the devoted 
servant of the lotus like feet of Lord Sri Rangaraj. 
He is the pathfinder and guide of the path which 
takes everyone back to the decorated encampment 
of Lord Vishnu’s abode. May there be victory to 
Ramanuja, the king of renunciates! 0 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Sn-Ramanuja-Stotravail, 
an Anthology on Bhagavad Ramanuja. Published by Ranjani 
Sujatha and Sri Shankara Jayanthi Mandali. Bangalore. 1977. 
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Have you Read This Book? 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

GBC member means they should see that in every 
temple these books are very thoroughly being read, 
discussed, understood, and applied in practical life. 
That is wanted. Not only to see vouchers, “How many 
books have you sold, and how many books are in the 
stock?” That is secondary. You may keep vouchers, 
but if one is engaged in Krishna’s service there is no 
need of vouchers. Everyone should be doing their 
best. That’s all. We have to see that things are going 
on very nicely. The GBC members should divide 
some zones and see that things are going on nicely, 
that they are chanting sixteen rounds, that the temple 
management is acting according to the routine work, 
and that the books are being thoroughly discussed, 
read, and practically understood. These things are 
required. Suppose you go to sell a book and someone 
says, “Have you read this book? Can you explain this 
verse?” then what will you say? Will you answer, “No. 
It is for you. It is not for me. I have to take money from 
you. That’s all.” Is that a very nice answer? 0 
— From a lecture in Melbourne. 5 April 1972 

Balaram’s Return to Vrindavan 
Part One 

Various aspects of Lord Balaram’s return from 
Dwarka to Vrindavan are described in chapter 
sixty-five of the tenth canto of Srlmad Bhagavatam, 
in Hari-vamsa, and by various Gaudiya acaryas. 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


After the departure of Krishna and Balaram for 
Mathura and Dwarka, the residents of Vrindavan 
were experiencing intense pangs of separation. 
But what was unknown to all but a few intimate 
devotees of Dwarka, was that Krishna and Balaram 
were feeling similar burning feelings due to being 
separated from the vrajavasis. According to Srila 
Jiva Goswami, one day Baladev revealed to 
Krishna his eagerness to return to Vraja. Krishna 
pacified him, saying, “Be patient, my brother. 
Today or tomorrow I will send you there.” 
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A few days later when they were alone together, 
Balabhadra began to weep. He told Krishna, “My 
dear brother, how is it that you have not returned 
to Vraja? Our father and mother’s hearts have 
been burning in separation from you. I don’t 
understand your intentions. It seems that you 
have forgotten them.” 

Krishna said, hanta! hanta! nirantaram 
antaritarh katham antaritam karavani? - “Alas! 
Alas! Vrindavan dwells always within the chambers 
of my heart. How can I ever forget Vrindavan and the 
residents there?” But bapa, father [Nanda Maharaja], 
has instructed me that I should not disobey our 
parents here in Dwarka [Devaki and Vasudev], who 
will never be willing to allow me to return to Vraja. 
Unable to go against the wishes of my parents, I 
cannot return and am greatly suffering. If somehow 
you can get them to adjust their desires, then in great 
happiness I’ll depart for Vraja immediately! 

Permission Denied! 

Balaram went to Devaki and Vasudev to ask 
them permission to return to Vraja. After some 
contemplation they agreed that he could go, but no 
matter how Baladev tried, out of fear that Krishna 
would not come back to Dwarka, they would not 
agree to allow Balaram’s younger brother to go. 

In his Sarartha-darsini commentary, Srila 
Viswanath Chakravarti explains: 

preyasih prema-vikhyatah pitarav ativatsalau 
prema-vasyas ca kronas tarns tyaktva nah katham esyati 

iti matvaiva yadavah pratyavadhnan harer gatau 
vraja-prema-pravardhi-sva-llladhlnatvam lyusah 

[The senior members of the Yadu dynasty thought:] 
“Krishna’s beloved girlfriends are famous for 
their pure ecstatic love, and his parents [in Vraja] 
are extremely protective toward him. Krishna is 
controlled by pure love, so how will he be able to 
leave them and come back?” With this in mind, the 
Yadus prevented Lord Hari from going, because he 
allows himself to become subservient to the pastimes 
he has in reciprocation with the ever-increasing love 
of the inhabitants of Vraja. 

At this point, one may question how Balabhadra 
could leave Krishna behind and return to Vraja 
alone. After all, the nature of the love of the residents 
of Vraja is so powerful that, unable to tolerate the 
thought of being separated from him, the vrajavasts 
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would not allow Krishna to go to Mathura. How 
then could Baladev who is dvitiya-deha, the second 
body of Krishna (6c. adi 5.4), bear to break apart 
from his beloved younger brother? The answer is 
found in the first verse of the sixty-fifth chapter 
of the tenth canto of Srtmad Bhagavatam. When 
describing this pastime, the word utkanthah, 
“eager”, is used. According to Vishwanath, Balaram 
had developed such an intense longing to return 
to Vraja that his own sobriety, discrimination, and 
sense-control had vanished. 

Thinking that a great disaster might take place in 
Vraja if he returned alone without Krishna, Balaram 
felt frustration and anxiety. He thus spoke a little 
strongly to Devaki and Vasudev, “O mother and father, 
what is the difference between Krishna and me? 



Lord Balaram with his plow 
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Krishna, Balaram and Kubja 


I am also a child of the king and queen of Vraja. You 
should allow him to accompany me.” However, in 
spite of Baladev’s impassioned appeal, Devaki and 
Vasudev were silent and uncompromising in their 
decision not to allow Krishna to leave. 

Returning to his younger brother, Ramabhadra 
said, “Although I spoke many things to convince 
them, our parents are not giving you permission 
to return. On your request, for a long time I have 
stopped my feet from moving in the direction of 
Vraja, but now I very much want to return. Please 
allow me to go to see the people of Vraja.” 

Thinking of Nanda and the others in Vraja and 
lamenting what he considered to be his own 
hateful, ungrateful nature, Krishna embraced 
Balaram. Then, speaking in a sweet way that 
had more than one meaning, Krishna recited 
a verse that he had previously uttered in Vraja. 
Krishna spoke the glories of Baladev’s presence 
in Vrindavan, and in particular Baladev’s favor 
shown to the cowherd damsels there: 

dhanyeyam adya dharani trna-virudhas tvat- 
pada-sprso druma-latah karajabhimrstah 
nadyo ’drayah khaga-mrgah sadayavalokair 
gopyo ’ntarena bhujayor api yat-sprha srih 

This earth has now become most fortunate because 
you have touched her grass and bushes with your 
feet, touched her trees and creepers with your 
fingernails, and because you have graced her rivers, 
mountains, birds and animals with your merciful 
glances. But above all, you have embraced the young 
cowherd women between your two arms — a favor 
hankered after by the goddess of fortune herself! 
(Bhdg. 10.15.8) 
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Krishna then began speaking to his elder brother 
about the Holi pastimes that he and Balaram 
performed with the vraja-gopts the night that the 
demon Sankhachuda was killed ( Bhdg. 10.34.20). 
By citing that pastime, Krishna was again speaking 
in a way that had various meanings. On one hand 
he was remembering the pastimes of Vraja and 
feeling separation from the residents there. On 
the other hand it is curious that Krishna cited 
this pastime, because Balaram was generally not 
together with Krishna during the latter’s pastimes 
with the gopts. By reminding him of their previous 
happy loving exchanges of singing and joking with 
the gopts, Krishna was giving Balaram a hint of his 
upcoming service in Vraja. 

“You Will Bring Me” 

With tears in his eyes, Krishna said, “My dear elder 
brother, the creator is against me. Thus you must go 
from Dwarka to Vraja alone. You will bring me to 
Vraja. Your going first will bring me there quickly.” 
This is the mood of the famous Ratha-yatra festival 
in Jagannath Puri, wherein Krishna, Balaram, and 
their sister Subhadra go in chariots to visit Vrindavan. 
As in this description of the Bhagavatam, , during the 
festival in Puri it is Baladev who goes first, followed 
by Subhadra and finally Jagannath Krishna. 

In his Krama-sandarbhah commentary, Srila 
Jiva Goswami offers another intimate reason 
why Balaram decided to go alone to Vraja: tena 
saha svagamanasya sampraty ayogyatayarh, tat- 
tad-vrajastha-sdntvanartharh tam ekam eva srt- 
krsnah svayam anugatavan iti bhavah — “The 
reason why it was unsuitable for Krishna to go 
along with him at this time was that he (Baladev) 
wanted to console the various residents of Vraja 
[In other words, if Krishna had also come along, 
then the sweet pastime of consolation would 
not have taken place.] But it is implied that Lord 
Krishna himself followed behind him.” 

Krishna then told Balaram, “Although I have 
consoled the people of Vraja through the mouth 
of Uddhava, you must give sweet instructions to 
them, for you are more attracted to Vraja than I. 
If you cannot completely satisfy them with your 
words, then promise them that I will return. If you 
see that they are still troubled, then I will appear 
there as a sphurti by my power. If none of these 




<! Ir/HtTwo {HnyJrtclSeventy-three, 5 ^cipc — 4 

methods of consolation work, then, on my request, 
do something else — accept for yourself those gopts 
who are still quite young. I have already reminded you 
of them in my description of our previous pastimes 
during the Holi festival. Filled with ecstatic love, those 
younger gopts have not yet fulfilled their desires. 

“Until we have both permanently returned to 
Vraja, establish yourself in this way with some of 
the gopts who are objects of your mercy. But do this 
secretly to cheat cruel people. Get on your chariot 
alone and go quickly, so that no one will see.” 

Eager to be reunited with his beloved friends and 
family in Vraja, Ramabhadra at once mounted his 
chariot to leave Dwarka. Hankering in his heart to 
go with him, Krishna, accompanied Balaram for 
some distance. Then, with tears in his eyes, Krishna 
returned to his home. 

Gopa-vesh 

Balabhadra went so quickly on his chariot that 
other travelers on the road could barely see him. 
Finally, he reached the houses on the edge of Vraja. 
Hari-varhsa says that before entering Vraja, Baladev 
secretly changed his opulent princely dress of 
Dwarka into that of a cowherd boy of Vrindavan. 

Understanding the intense longing of the 
vrajavasistox Krishna, and not wanting to disturb 
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them when they found that he [Balaram] had 
returned without his younger brother, Baladev, 
who is the best of the intelligent, sent a message 
ahead informing Nanda and others of his arrival. 
Word quickly spread that the beloved son of 
Rohini had returned to Vrindavan, and in great joy 
all the residents gathered around him. Everyone 
was happy to see Balaram dressed as a cowherd 
boy, but their hearts all felt pained upon seeing 
that Krishna was not with him. 

All the men embraced Balaram, and the people 
of Vraja offered him prayers: 

nityananda-svarupo ’pi prema-tapto vrajaukasam 
yayau krsnam api tyaktvayas tam ramam muhuh stumah 

Let us repeatedly glorify that Lord Balaram, 
who although being Nityananda, the original 
personality of eternal bliss, felt pained by love for 
the residents of Vraja and went to see them even 
at the cost of leaving Krishna. 

Then they brought Baladev to a quiet place and 
satisfied him with fragrant water. To relieve him 
from the fatigue of travel, they had him bathe, 
fed him, and offered him betel nuts. After resting, 
Balaram accepted a comfortable seat and everyone 
gathered around him. Affectionate Balaram became 
the center of everyone’s focus. He offered respects 
to the elders present, such as Nanda’s brothers 
Upananda, Abhinanda, Sunanda and Nandana. 
After the priests and elders offered blessings, 
their sons gathered around Balaram. Boys such as 
Krishna’s beloved servant Raktak offered respects 
to Balabhadra with great joy. Those of Baladev’s 
age had friendly loving exchanges as equals. 
Everyone had heart-felt discussions, uttering 
Balaram’s and Krishna’s names. While offering 
respects and speaking Krishna’s name, they 
took Balaram as the equivalent of Krishna in the 
confusion of their bliss. With voices faltering out of 
love for him, those cowherds, who had dedicated 
everything to lotus-eyed Krishna, asked about the 
health of their dear ones in Dwarka, and Baladev 
in turn asked about the welfare of all the residents 
of Vraja (To be continued.) 0 — MD 
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The Prime Authorized Mantra 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

Regarding the Radha-Shyama chanting that you 
have heard, it is not very good. In our temple, 
strictly Hare Krishna chanting should be given 
importance. This is no harm in this mantra you 
have heard, but it is not very important. There are 
many such common songs composed by common 
devotees out of sentiment. But our principle is to 
stick to the authorities and always remember that 
Hare Krishna is the prime authorized mantra. 0 
— Letter to Malati. 28 January 1969- 

Balaram’s Return to Vrindavan 
Part Two 

Various aspects of Lord Balaram’s return from 
Dwarka to Vrindavan are described in chapter 
sixty-five of the tenth canto o/'Srlmad Bhagavatam, 
in Hari-vamsa, and by various Gaudiya acaryas. 

Meeting Nanda and Yasoda 

Bathing Balaram with their words and with their tears 
that were like streams of nectar, Nanda and Yasoda 
said, “O son! You bring joy to the whole universe by 
your powers. May you and Krishna protect us!” 

Vrajeshwari Yasoda asked, “O Bala! She who 
nurtures and cares for you and Krishna, your 
mother Rohini, is she keeping well in all respects? 
Alas! If only you could return here permanently 
and stay with me while Krishna stays there, I would 




His Divine Grace 
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still experience the same unrestricted happiness as 
having both of you with me.” 

Mother Yasoda’s words do not mean that she 
considered Balaram’s association to be equivalent 
to that of both Krishna and Balaram. She is speaking 
in a loving way to welcome Baladev back to Vraja. 
Balaram’s similar words to Yasoda in the next verse 
are also spoken in an intimate, loving way, and are 
not meant to be taken literally. 

Balaram replied, “O mdtd\ If you stay always near 
me, then why would I feel the need for Mother Rohini! 
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And if you’re not near me, then what joy will I get even 
in the company of Mother Rohini? Since you might be 
wondering why I did not return here to Vraja for so 
long, I should tell you that I spent a lot of time trying 
to get Krishna to come here to meet you again, and 
for that reason I was unable to come earlier. 

Nandaraja said, a O son! After killing all the en¬ 
emies and making the Yadus happy, how many 
enemies remain? If you two were to come to Vraja 
together and we could see you as previously, then 
we would be saved from death.” 

The night was spent discussing many topics which 
brought both joy and sorrow. As Balaram spoke 
with the residents of Vraja, his voice faltered because 
of his great love for them. The next morning, 
thinking of the benefit of Vraja, Balaram separately 
visited all the houses of Vraja to meet with his 
friends. Baladev also met privately with the elders 
of Vraja, their wives, and the younger cowherds. 
Balaram asked about everyone’s welfare, and they 
also inquired from him about his health. The mind 
of a gentleman is one with his relatives. 

Internally, the people of Vraja were deeply 
suffering without Krishna’s association, and they 



cared for the cows only to please Krishna. Seeing 
this, tears gushed from Balaram’s eyes. 

Balaram’s friends told him, “We had faith that 
today or tomorrow you two would return. We have 
passed our time in that way only, maintaining our 
lives. Holding your feet, we pray that you bring 
Krishna from Dwarka and do not go anywhere 
else. Will you and Krishna again meet with any of 
us? Without the two of you we no longer have any 
attraction for herding the cows and performing 
pastimes in the forest as we did before you went 
to Mathura. Our lives and the cows’ lives are now 
in a precarious position. Restore us so that we can 
live and play as we did before!” 

Baladev spent half the day speaking politely with the 
elders and with affection to the juniors. While talking 
with his friends he would laugh and hold their hands. 
After that he went to Nanda’s house, finished his meals, 
and went to the assembly, making everyone happy 
by telling them about Krishna’s pastimes. Then, with 
Yasoda’s permission, Balaram went to sleep. 

Even if a blind man experiences happiness 
through all of his senses, he is still not completely 
happy because he cannot see. Similarly, even 
though Balarama once again played at the homes 
of the gopalas, he did not feel happiness within, 
for Krishna was the joy of the eyes both to him and 
the gopas. Distressed in separation from Krishna, 
Baladev simply looked at the cows in the morning 
and evening, but did not herd them. 

The Gopis 

In Dwarka, Krishna had instructed Balaram what to 
say to pacify the various people of Vraja. At that time, 
Krishna had not mentioned the gopis. Noting Krishna’s 
apparent disregard for them, with tears in his eyes, the 
son of Rohini said, “Do you not feel anything for the 
gqfeofVraja? Have you forgotten them? Do you have no 
message for your beloveds whom we hear have almost 
died because of the pains of separation from you?” 

Without saying a word, Krishna shyly looked at 
Uddhava’s face. Understanding his Lord, clever 
Uddhava said, “I will inform him.” Following Balaram 
when he went to his room, Uddhava described to him 
the condition of the gopis as he had observed it during 
his own visit to Gokul, and he told Baladev about the 
intimate messages that Krishna had previously sent to 
his beloveds. Uddhava then returned to Krishna and 
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informed him, “When Balaram arrives in Vraja he will 
see the intensity of the gopts 'madness. I have already 
seen this. No one can pacify them as well as Baladev 
can. He is the proper person to carry the message.” 
Writing down Krishna’s words, Uddhava penned a 
letter and passed it on to Balaram. 

As instructed by Uddhava, Baladev sought out the 
gopts, and on the third day he met with them. When 
the gopts saw Balaram, they behaved very strangely. 
They loudly laughed and did not cover their heads as 
they would have normally done in the presence of 
their beloved’s elder brother. Krishna had promised 
that he would return to Vraja, but the gopts were 
wondering if Krishna would quickly come back. When 
only Balaram returned and was respectful to them, 
in terrible grief they experienced the greatest pain, 
which they expressed as loud laughter. In this way, 
Baladev, like Uddhava, witnessed the madness of the 
gopts caused by separation from their beloved Krishna. 

The gopts thought to themselves, “Uddhava was 
born in a far off place. He does not understand 
about us and Krishna. But Balaram, who has 
been living with Krishna since birth, understands 
everything.” When Baladev arrived, the gopts 
smiled upon seeing him. One may ask how it is 
possible that the gopts, who are naturally very shy, 
could smile in the presence of Balaram, who was 
a senior person? Srila Jiva Goswami says that the 
smiles of the gopts indicated their divine madness 
which would lead them to ridicule Sri Krishna. 

Mad Talks 

The gopts asked, “Is Krishna enjoying nicely in 
his capital city Dwarka?” 

Baladev replied, “How can he be happy there 
without you?” 

To which the gopts said, “How can he who has gained 
the company of the beautiful women of the city suffer 
any unhappiness of separation from us village girls?” 

The gopts then asked Balaram, “Does Krishna 
ever remember his friends, his father, his mother or 
even his house? What is the use of our remembering 
him? Does he remember the service we did?” Then 
they began to speak again with doubtful minds, 
“Breaking their hearts, he has rejected those who 
gave up their fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, 
nephews, and family members to worship him. But 
still our hearts keep following him.” 
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“But my dear beloved girlfriends of Krishna, since 
Krishna has such love for you, certainly he is always 
remembering you.” 

“That is not tme! We no longer tmst his love! We have 
no other goal in life than him. But in spite of that, for 
no reason he suddenly abandoned us and went away. ” 

Balaram said, “Why didn’t you do something to 
prevent him from leaving?” 

“He broke off our loving relationship like one breaks 
a blade of grass. Therefore what could we have done?” 

“But since you have maintained your lives in 
his absence you must have also broken off your 
love for him.” 

“Not at all,” the gopts answered. “By the words 
that he repeatedly sent through messengers, “I will 
return to you,” he retied the bonds of love even 
after they were broken. He again took hold of our 
life airs just as they were about to leave our bodies 
and reestablished them. 

“But if you are thinking that he is going to return, 
then why are you so unsettled in mind?” 

“Since even now he has still not returned, so we have 
concluded that what he spoke must have been false.” 

“Then why did you trust what he said back then?” 

To which the gopts replied, “He speaks in such 
a sweet way. katharh nu tadrsam strtbhir na 
sraddhtyeta bhdsitam — How could any woman 
fail to trust his promises?” ( Bhag . 10.66.12) “We 
women of the forest are unintelligent, yet the 
women of the city are very smart. How can these 
intelligent city ladies trust the words of him whose 
heart is so unsteady and who is so ungrateful? It 
must be that they have faith in what he says because 
he speaks so wonderfully and because their lust 
has been aroused by his beautiful smiling glances.” 

Some other gopts who were agitated by extreme 
jealous love then spoke up. “What is the use of 
speaking about him? We should discuss some 
pleasant topic. If he can spend his time without 
us, why can’t we pass our time without him? There 
is also a difference between us and these other 
women. If these other women are together with 
their lovers they live, and if they are separated 
they die. But in our case we neither live nor die. 
This is the fate that providence has written on our 
foreheads. What remedy can be found for it?” 
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While speaking these words, the young gqpAofVraja 
began recollecting Krishna’s attractive smile, his style of 
walking, his enchanting speech, his sidelong glances, 
and loving embraces. Thus, even though they were 
in the presence of Balaram, all the gopts began to cry. 

Seeing the condition of the gopts, compassionate 
Balaram became stunned like an immovable pillar. 
Tears streamed from his reddened eyes and for a 
moment he stood there, bewildered what to do. 
Finally, Balaram told them, “Alas! O gopts, who are 
just like my sisters-in-law! It’s true! Just as I have 
possessed special parental love for Krishna since 
childhood, I am similarly disposed towards all of you. 
With deep regrets, I request you not to burn my heart 
with the tall flames of the fire burning in your hearts. ” 
Balaram then described various disturbances which 
had caused Krishna’s delay in returning. He frightening 
them by saying that if Krishna were to hear about their 
pain he would permanently faint. In this way Balaram 
spoke various conciliatory words to pacify the gopts. 

Balaram said, “Deeply knowing Krishna’s heart, I 
have come to Vraja. If he was actually indifferent to 
you, then I would not have been able to come here 
or to speak with you. If I felt that he had no interest in 
you, I would be unhappy with Krishna. While staying 
in Dwarka, my brother has given liberation to many 
enemies. Ah! I do not accept it when you say that he has 
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given you up. He is so controlled by your qualities that 
he sent me to you, although I am elder, to please you. 
Krishna’s messages are most attractive. Hearing them, 
you will attain happiness. (To be continued.) 0—MD 



Sri Sri Gaura Gadadhar 


Pranams to Gadadhar Pandit 

gadadharam aham vande madhavdcarya-nandanam 
mahabhava-svaruparh sri caitanyabhinnarupinam 

I offer my respectful obeisances to Sri Gadadhar Pandit, 
the son of Madhava Acharya. He is the personification of 
mahabhava, the highest devotional ecstasy, and non- 
different from Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 

sri hladini svarupaya gauranga su-hrdaya ca 
bhakti-sakti-pradanaya gadadhara namo ’stu te 

I offer my obeisances to Sri Gadadhar Pandit, the 
personification of Lord Krishna’s pleasure potency, 
the bestower of devotional strength, and the near 
and dear associate of Lord Gaura. 0 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das, from Dina Narottam Das 
(chota)’s Sri Manohara Bhajana Dipika. Published by Sri 
Sudhasindhu Das. Govardhan. Gaurabda 519 - Bengali 
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Sleepiness 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Once, Lord Baladev began to talk in his sleep, 
saying: “O lotus-eyed Krishna, your childhood 
adventures are manifest simply according to your 
own will. Therefore please immediately dispose 
of the stubborn pride of this Kaliya serpent.” By 
saying this, Lord Baladev astonished the assembly 
of the Yadus and made them laugh for some time. 
Then, yawning so hard as to make ripples on his 
abdomen, Lord Baladev, the bearer of the plow, 
returned to his deep sleep. This is an instance of 
sleepiness in ecstatic love. 0 

— From Nectar of Devotion, chapter 30. 

Blazing Nrsimhadev 

In district Sangli in southwestern Maharashtra 
lies a little known village by the name of 
Nrsimhapur, and an even lesser known form 
of Lord Nrsimhadeva. Known to the locals as 
“Jwala [flaming] Nrsimha”, this impressive sixteen¬ 
handed form of the Lord standing on one foot has 
been the protector and benefactor of his reverential 
devotees for thousands of years. 

The local tradition related to this deity has been 
compiled in a book known as Krsna-mdhatmya. 
A verse reads as follows: 

yadd punas-tada bhaktya tapah karturh parasarah 

ndrasirhham tada dhydyan krsnd-tire munesvarah 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


The foremost amongst the sages, Parashar, performed 
austerities on the bank of the river Krishna with a heart 
full of devotion, meditating on Lord Nrsimhadev. 

According to the local tradition, Lord Nrsimhadev 
was pleased with the devotion of Parashar Muni 
and hence appeared in a wonderful sixteen-handed 
form. This was the same blazing form that the Lord 
had assumed while killing Hiranyakashipu. 

Seeing that it was not possible for anyone to establish 
this ferociously blazing form on earth, the Lord ordered 
Parashar Muni to immerse him in the river Krishna. With 
a heavy heart, the sage immersed the deity in the water. 

Centuries later, around the year 178 A.D., a brahmin 
couple staying at a village named Anjana had been 
cursed to become blind and dumb by a sage. 
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On begging forgiveness, they were advised by I 
the sage to perform austerities for the pleasure of 
Lord Nrsimha to absolve themselves of the curse. 
After twelve years of rigorous austerities, the Lord 
appeared in their dreams and told them that he 
now wished to establish himself on earth as a deity 
and asked them to approach the local king named 
Bhimadev to get him out of the river. When asked 
how they would find the exact location where he 
was under the water, the Lord told them to place 
some dry kusa grass in the stream and that they 
would find him exactly under the place where the 
grass caught fire. After that darsana of the Lord, the 
couple immediately regained their sight and speech 
and set off to inform the king. 

On hearing the request of the couple, the king sent 
his entourage to discover the deity. While searching 
in the river according to the procedure specified by 
the Lord, one of the blades of grass caught fire and 
the wonderful sixteen-handed form of the Lord was 
discovered from the depths of the river. 

On examining the deity, the devotees could see 
that the Lord was positioned with his left leg raised 
and bent in order to place the demon Hiranyakashipu 



upon it, and also to hold the left arm of the demon 
to prevent him from escaping. His other foot was 
placed firmly on the doorstep of Hiranyakashipu. 

On the left side of the Lord were small deities of 
Lakshmi-devi and Prahlad Maharaja. On the right 
side were deities of Bhudevi (the earth goddess) and 
Garuda. All around the form of Lord Nrsimha were 
wonderful carvings of the famous dasavataras , ten 
incarnations of Lord Krishna. Most of these carvings 
can be seen even today. Unfortunately, the carving of 
Garuda has been lost and two hands of the Lord have 
been separated due to rough handling. These two 
hands have been preserved at a pujdri’shome nearby. 

Jwala Nrsimha has been worshipped since then with 
great pomp and reverence, and was visited by many 
prominent saints of Maharashtra. The current temple 
structure was built under the guidance of Hemadri Pant, 
the disciple of the great vaisnava scholar Vopadev and 
commentator on Vopadev’s magnum opus entitled 
Mukta-phalam. Hemadri Pant was an expert diplomat, 
administrator, poet, theologian, and scholar. 

Mentioned by Srila Jiva Goswami in Tattva- 
Sandarbha as a historical authority, Hemadri 
Pant held the position of minister in the court of 
King Ramachandra Dev of the Yadava dynasty of 
Maharashtra. It was under the guidance of Hemadri 
Pant that the temple was constructed by the king 
in 1273 A.D. The architecture of the temple is of 
a unique style named after Hemadri Pant, which 
relies on usage of locally available raw material. 

The temple has two main doors — one on the 
northern side and another on the eastern side. 
Visitors generally enter through the eastern door. 
The deity is located 14 feet under the ground, and 
in order to reach there one has to climb down steep 
staircases and pass through narrow tunnels many 
of which are under several inches of flowing water 
from the nearby Krishna river. The temple complex 
contains a painting and samadhl of a siddha- 
mahatma named Sri Siddheshwar Maharaja. 

The devotees meditate on the wonderful sixteen 
arms of Jwala Nrsimha as follows: 

dhyeyo yada mahat-karma tada sodasa-hasta-van 
nrsimhah sarva-lokesah sarvabharana-bhusitah 

dvau-vidararia karmdhau dvau catroddharana-ksamau 
cakra-sankha-dhardv anydv anyau bana-dhanur-dharau 
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The deity of Jwala Nrsimha 
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Eastern gate of the Jwala Nrsimha temple 


khadga-kheta-dharav anyau dvau gadapadma-dhannau 
pasankusa-dharav anyau dvau ripor-mukutarpitau 

iti sodasador-danda-manditam nrharim vibhum 
dhyayed-ambuja-nllabham ugra-karmany-ananyadhih 

Amongst all types of meditations on the great ac¬ 
tivities of the Lord, let there be meditation on the 
sixteen-handed Lord Nrsimha, the Lord of all the 
worlds, decorated with all ornaments. Two of his 
arms are engaged in tearing apart the demon Hi- 
ranyakashipu, while two others prevent the demon 
from resisting. Two others carry the disc and the 
conch, while two others carry a bow and arrows. 
Two others carry a sword and a shield, while two 
others carry a club and a lotus. Two other hands 
carry a rope and a chastisement rod, while two 
others are placed on the crown of the demon. In 
this way, the sixteen hands of the almighty Lord 
Nrsimhadev are decorated. One should meditate 
upon this dark-hued lotus like form of the Lord, 
who is the performer of ferocious activities and the 
master of infinite universes. 

— HPD 0 
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Disciple’s Attitude Toward Guru 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

The guru is svarupa-sakti-pusta-krsna-parikara, 
the eternal associate of Krishna who is nourished 
by the svarupa-sakti You should think of guru like 
that, and if you do you will develop guru-bhakti. If 
you think of guru as an ordinary human being then 
you commit an aparadha. 0 

— When Good Fortune Arises, p. 337. Lecture, Bhubaneswar, 1 
January 1994. 

Balaram’s Return to Vrindavan 
Part Three 

Various aspects of Lord Balaram’s return from 
Dwarka to Vrindavan are described in chapter 
sixty-five of the tenth canto o/'Srimad Bhagavatam, 
in Hari-vamsa, and by various Gaudiya acaryas. 

Krishna’s Letter 

Balaram then began reading Krishna’s letter: 

My dear gopis, all the messages that I have sent you after 
leaving are full of promises that I will return. I have sent 
Uddhava to you as my emissary to speak this message. 
Now I have similarly instructed and sent Balaram. 

If I make myself a liar, to hell with me! But how can I 
make the greatest gentleman Uddhava a liar? How can 
I make Balaram, who is famous as the greatest among 
the great, a liar? Dear gopid. My words cannot be untme. 

You do not know it, but I am residing close to you. 

I am simultaneously present in both Dwarka and 
Vraja. If not, both places could not be perfect. I am 
most anxious to return. After quickly killing the 
remaining seven or eight enemies of the devotees, 

I will come to Vraja in seven or eight days. 

Srimad Bhagavatam (10.65.16) explains: 

sankarsanas tah krsnasya sandesair hrdayam-gamaih 
santvayam asa bhagavan nananunaya-kovidah 
The Supreme Lord Balaram, the attractor of all, being 
expert at various kinds of conciliation, consoled the 
gopis by relaying to them the confidential messages 
Krishna had sent with him. These messages deeply 
touched the gopis’ hearts. 

Srila Viswanath Chakravarti Thakur comments 
that the phrase nananunaya-kovidah , meaning 
“expertise in various kinds of consolation”, implies 
that Balaram was indirectly informing the gopis of 
his great capabilities. In a hidden way, Balaram was 
saying, “My dear gopis, now that I have consoled you, 










Bengali school 
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Krishna and Balaram in Mathura with Kubja 

I will go to Dwarka and bring Krishna here by force. I 
am not exclusively under his control as Uddhava is.” 

Dancing with Balaram 

Balaram remained in Vraja Gokula for two 
months. In the company of many young ladies of 
Vraja, the killer of the demon Pralambasura took 
pleasure in the forest gardens on the banks of the 
Yamuna. The light of the full moon illuminated the 
waters of the Yamuna, while the air was heavy with 
the sweet smell of night-blooming lotus flowers. 
Ramabhadra’s pastimes were conducted at the place 
now known as Rama-ghat, which is a far distance 
from the place of Krishna’s rasa-ltla at Keshi-ghat. 
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In their commentaries on Srtmad Bhagavatam 
10.65.17, our acaryas have emphasized that one 
should not think that the gopts who danced with 
Balaram were the consorts of Krishna. In his Brhad- 
vaisnava-tosanl , Srila Sanatan Goswami explains: 

Baladev first solaced those gopts who were attached 
to Krishna and thus fulfilled the principal purpose 
of his visit. He thus exhibited his affection for the 
residents of Vraja. Thereafter he enjoyed spring 
pastimes with other gopts. 

Srila Jiva Goswami gives a similar explanation in 
his Laghu-tosam commentary: 

“The gopts described in the previous rasa pastimes 
of the Bhagavatam are different from these gopts. 
Therefore one should understand that Balaram’s 
gopts are different. So Sri Baladeva expertly pacified 
Krishna’s beloved gopts and then went to those gopts 
in whose presence he was once teased by Krishna, 
who said, ‘My dear older brother, the gopts desire 
the touch of your broad chest and the embrace of 
your two arms.’ These joking words indicated that 
although Balaram did not touch those gopts at the 
time, it would take place in the future. 

In his Sarartha-darsim commentary, Viswanath 
Chakravarti Thakur has quoted Sridhar Swami: 

The conjugal affairs of the gopts mentioned in this 
section refer to those gopts who had either not taken 
birth when Krishna enjoyed his rasa-ltla pastimes or 
who were too young to take part. This is the standard 
understanding of the previous acaryas. 

At that time, the demigod Varuna sent the heavenly 
varum liquor, which was distilled from honey and 
oozing from the hollow of a tree. Smelling that 
fragrant beverage, Balaram went there and drank 
that liquor along with his female associates. 

Surrounded by the beautiful ladies of Vraja, Baladev 
looked like a lordly elephant surrounded by she 
elephants. The Gandharvas began singing, playing 
musical instruments, and showering flowers on 
Balaram and his companions, while the sages sang 
the glories of Krishna’s elder brother. As his pastimes 
were recited, Balabhadra wandered about with his 
eyes rolling, seemingly intoxicated from drinking the 
varum beverage. (To be continued.) — MD 0 
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Association is the Beginning 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

In order to become a devotee of Krishna we must 
associate with devotees — satam prasangan mama 
wrya-sarhvidah [associating with pure devotees through 
discussions of Krishna’s wonderful activities] [Bhag. 
3.25.25]. If there is some piety in ones background 
then one will come in contact with a devotee. By 
mixing, associating with a devotee, our knowledge 
about salvation — getting out of the clutches of maya , 
this repetition of birth and death — increases. Satam 
prasangan mama vtrya-samvidah — discussion on 
krsna-katha is vtryavan , potent. Just like when there 
is sex life, if the man is vtryavan then there will be 
pregnancy. Similarly, if we hear from a devotee then 
immediate action will be there. One will think, “Why not 
become Krishna conscious?” That is vtryavan, , potency. 
One will develop sraddha , faith. Sraddha bhaktir 
anukramisyati — from faith, bhakti develops [Bhag. 
3.25.25]. Hearing from devotees makes one inclined to 
become Krishna conscious. Adau sraddha —faith is the 
beginning of spiritual life. If you want to develop your 
spiritual life more and more, then satam prasahgat ,, 
you have to associate with devotees — adau sraddha 
tatah sadhu-sahgah [Cc. madhya 23.14]. 0 

— Lecture in Bombay. 25 November 1974. 
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His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Mood of the Vaishnavas 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

Mahaprabhu has taught in Siksastaka [cited in 
Cc. adi 17.31]: 

trnad api sunicena taror api sahisnuna 
amdnind mdnadena kirtaniyah sada harih 

One can chant the holy name of the Lord in a humble 
state of mind, thinking oneself lower than the straw 
in the street. One should be more tolerant than the 
tree, devoid of all sense of false prestige, and ready 
to offer all respects to others. In such a state of mind 
one can chant the holy name of the Lord constantly. 

This is the most important teaching in Siksastaka. 
uttama hand apanake mane trnadhama — An 
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uttama-bhakta , the topmost paramaharhsa , thinks, 
“I am the lowest of the low, much humbler than 
a blade of grass lying on the street.” [Cc. antya 
20.22] This is real vaisnavata , vaishnavism. Those 
who are walking on the street tread on the grass 
with their feet. But the grass never pinches back. 
Rather, it submits and tolerates. And then, dui- 
prakare sahisnuta kare vrksa-sama — one should 
be tolerant just as a tree is tolerant [Cc. antya 20.22]. 
In the summer season, in the scorching heat of the 
sun, a tree is drying up. Still, it never asks for water. 
It tolerates. It may die, but it will never ask for water. 
A vaisnava is as tolerant as this. 0 

— From a lecture in Bhubaneswar. 23 April 1992. 

Biiakti is for Everyone 

Srila Rupa Goswami Prabhupada’s 
Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.60 

sastratah sruyate bhaktau nrmatrasy adhikarita 

sarvddhikdritdm magha snanasya vruvata yatah 

drstantita vasisthena hari-bhaktir nrpam prati 

According to sastra, every human being has 
eligibility for performing hari-bhakti. To establish 
this truth, Vasishtha Muni gives an example to 
King Mayuradhwaj that anyone can perform the 
devotional activity of taking bath in the Ganga 
during the month of Magha. 0 

Balaram’s Return to Vrindavan 
Part Four 

Various aspects of Lord Balaram’s return from 
Dwarka to Vrindavan are described in chapter 
sixty-five of the tenth canto o/'Srlmad Bhagavatam, 
in Hari-vamsa, and by various Gaudiya acaryas. 

Chastising Yamuna 

After dancing with the gopts , the Supreme Lord 
Ananta, desiring to perform pastimes in her pristine 
waters, called for the Yamuna. Considering Balaram 
to be drunk, Yamuna did not take him seriously 
and disregarded his instruction. Srila Viswanath 
Chakravarti comments that as one does not take 
seriously the instructions of an intoxicated person, 
similarly Yamuna Devi thought, “He is calling me 
because he wants to play in my waters, so let him 
come here himself.” This angered Baladev, who 
then took his plow and began to drag the Yamuna. 
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Angry Balaram said, “O sinful one! You move 
only by your whimsical desire. Because you have 
dared to disobey me, refusing to come even after I 
have called you, therefore I will force you to come 
by pulling you apart into hundreds of channels.” 

The Hari-vamsa Purana describes that Balaram 
then inserted the tip of his plow and began to 
forcibly pull Yamuna towards him as if she were 
an unchaste wife. Trembling in fear, Yamuna Devi 
fell at the feet of the Lord and said, “My dear Lord, 
be kind to me! Your unconventional behavior is 
frightening me! Now my form and direction of flow 
have been altered.” 

asaty aharh nadi-madhye rauhineya tvaya krtd 
karsanena mahabaho svamarga vyabhicdrini 

“O son of Rohini! O mighty armed one! By pulling me 
in this manner you have made me unchaste among 
rivers. You have diverted me from my prescribed 
path.” (. Hari-vamsa Purana , Visnu-parva 46.43) 


Yamuna Devi begged, “Please be merciful to me. 
Please give up your anger and forgive me.” 



Balaram with a lotus and plow 
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The original deities of Krishna Balaram worshiped by 
Mahaprabhu's associates Kunja Bhagavan Das and Chota 

Haridas at the Krishna Balaram Math, Saptasan Road, 
Jagannath Puri. 

Srila Jiva Goswami and Srila Viswanath Chakravarti 
raise an interesting question: Yamuna became the 
wife of Krishna and went with him to Dwarka. 
How then is it possible that she is appearing before 
Balaram in her personified form? The answer is that 
the Yamuna who appeared before Balaram was a 
chaya-yamuna ■ a shadow of the original Yamuna. 
The Yamuna who appeared before Balaram was 
the wife of the demigod Varuna and an expansion 
of Kalindi Yamuna. She was not Yamuna herself. 

Thus for two continuous months Balaram enjoyed 
pastimes with thousands of gopis other than Krishna’s, 
during which time he showed bold actions such as 
pulling the Yamuna. Coming to give joy to Nanda and 
the others residents of Vraja, he nourished their bliss. 
• • • 

The Bhagavatam (10.65.16) describes: 

sahkarsanas tah krsnasya sandesair hrdayam gamaih 
santvayam asa bhagavan nananunaya-kovidah 
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The Supreme Lord Balaram, the attractor of all, being 
expert at various kinds of conciliation, consoled the 
gopis by relaying to them the confidential messages 
Krishna had sent with him. These messages deeply 
touched the gopis’ hearts. 

Aside from being a name of Balaram, the word 
sahkarsana means to draw or attract. Srila Jiva 
Goswami comments that the use of the name 
Sankarshan in this verse implies that Baladev had 
attracted Krishna to appear in his mind and in this 
way he showed Krishna to the gopis. This is the 
inner purport of Balaram’s consoling Sri Krishna’s 
beloved girlfriends. 

Another purport to this pastime is that if we 
want Krishna to return to Vrindavan, we have 
to take shelter of adi-guru Balaram, the original 
spiritual master. Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami 
has described the importance of Balaram’s role: 
Balaram has a plow in His hand and Krishna has a 
flute. First, cultivation is needed, karsana. Then all 
nasty weed-like things will be rooted out. The field 
of the heart, hrdaya-ksetra , should be cultivated 
properly with the plow of Balaram. Then it becomes 
fertile and the seed of the devotional creeper, 
bhakti-lata , may be sown.... After proper cultivation 
by Balaram’s plow, when the land is fertile, 



Krishna and Balaram herd cows in Vraja 
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then the seed should be sown. When the seed sprouts 
and you develop prema-bhakti, then you will be 
attracted by Krishna’s flute. The flute represents 
akarsana , attraction. (From the article, Plow and 
Flute, from “Sri Krishna Kathamrita Bindu” issue 5.) 

In this pastime Balaram is teaching us that if we 
want to make our hearts Vrindavan so that Krishna 
will come to dwell there, we have to first accept 
the chastising plow of Sri Guru in the same way 
that the Yamuna was chastised by Baladev. Once 
a devotee’s heart is pure through this plowing, Sri 
Guru Balaram acts as Sankarshan and brings the 
devotee to Krishna. — MD 0 

Gardener of The Desire Tree 

Ray Shekhar 

jagannatha misrera sukrtl-blja haite 
janamila gaura kalpa-taru nadlyate 
yatane nitai mall sei taru sevila 
nana sakha upasakha tanhara ha-ila 

In the town of Nadiya, the seed of Jagannath 
Mishra’s good fortune was born in the form of the 
desire tree known as Gaura. With great efforts, the 
gardener Nitai served this tree, and as a result it 
blossomed into various branches and sub-branches. 

dharila tahate adabhuta prema-phala 
rase paripurna tahan madaka kevala 
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Sri Pancha Tattva 


anande nitai mall sei phala padiya 
dlna-duhkhl jane deya duhate vilana 

This desire tree bore wonderful fruits of love 
of Godhead, full of maddening ecstatic rasa. The 
gardener, Nitai, then picked these fruits and with 
his own hands distributed them to the fallen and 
distressed souls. 

sei phalera rasa yena sudhakara-sudha 
yeijana cusiya khaya yaya tanra ksudha 
apani sei phala khaiya nityananda male 
unamatta haiya nace mathe kari dali 
dhara neo neo bali sei phala vilaya 
kevala vahcita tahe ei sekhara raya 

The ecstatic rasa of that fruit of love was just 
like the cooling rays of the moon. Anyone who 
tasted or ate that fruit was fully satisfied in all 
respects. The gardener, Lord Nityananda, first ate 
this fruit himself and then danced in a maddened 
state with a basket of those ecstatic fruits on his 
head, saying to everyone, “Come and take! Come 
and take!” He distributed those fruits to everyone, 
but the unfortunate Ray Shekhar alone missed 
the opportunity. 0 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Vaisnava Padavali , 
fourth edition, April 2010. Compiled and edited by Hare Krishna 
Mukhopadhyay. Published by Shishu Sahitya Sansad Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata. 
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Rama and Krishna 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

An explanation of the word rama is given in the 
Padma Purana. The word comes from the Sanskrit 
root ram , which transforms to ramante. Ramante 
means fulfilling pleasures and desires, ramante 
yogino ‘nante —Amongst those who are yogis, the 
bhakti-yogiis the topmost. Bhagavad-gita (6.47) says: 

yoginam api serves dm mad-gatendntar-dtmand 
sraddhdvdn bhajateyo mam sa me yuktatamo matah 

Yogis are not interested in material enjoyment 
because material enjoyment is temporary, ramante 
yogino ‘nante — Everyone is seeking happiness, 
blissful life, but those who are less intelligent, mudha , 
they are satisfied with the temporary so-called 
happiness of material existence. But yogis are not like 
that. Yogis are interested in permanent happiness. 
Therefore, the verse ends with anante , not ante. 

Antavanta ime dehah. Deha means this body. 
antavanta ime deha nityasyoktah saririnah. [ Bg . 
2.18] — But within the body, the proprietor of the 
body is eternal, nitya. So, nityo nityanam — if I am 
nitya, eternal, then I should be interested in eternal 
happiness. But eternal happiness is not possible in this 
body. Therefore it is said, ramante yogino ‘nante. So 
rama means ananta-ananda , unlimited happiness. 
Lord Rama is param brahma , and Krishna is also 
param brahma. Krishna is recognized by Arjuna 
after understanding Bhagavad-gita: param brahma 
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param dhama pavitram paramam bhavan — You 
are the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the ultimate 
abode, the purest, and the absolute truth. [Bg. 10.12] 
So there is no difference between Rama and Krishna. 
Krishna is also param brahma and Rama is also 
param brahma. We vaisnavas have equal faith 
and respect for all visnu-murtis. ramadi-murtisu 
— Rama, Nrsimha, Varaha, Narayan, Mahavishnu 
are advaitam acyutam anadim ananta-rupam, 
unlimited forms that are without a second, without 
decay, and without a beginning. [Brahma-Samhita 
5.33] We Gaudiya or Madhva-Gaudiya Vaisnavas 
are worshipers of Lord Krishna’s murti. There is no 
difference between Lord Ramachandra’s murti and 
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Krishna’s murti. But as I have already explained, 
krsna pararh brahma — Krishna is full-fledged. 
Although Lord Ramachandra is also full-fledged, 
he did not exhibit his full-fledged opulence. So 
these are very confidential things, but still, on the 
birthday of Lord Ramachandra we offer our respectful 
obeisances at his lotus feet so that he may be merciful 
upon us to bestow his bhakti , devotional service. 

We are all fallen souls. We have no power to 
approach the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
except as directed by sastra. So although there is 
no difference between Sri Rama and Sri Krishna, 
one devotee is attracted by one feature of the Lord 
and the other is attracted by the other feature. Once, 
Krishna disappeared from the rasa dance and the 
gopts were very eager to find Krishna again. Krishna 
appeared before them as four-handed Narayan. 
The gopts saw the form of Lord Narayan, but they 
did not become attracted by him. They said, “Oh, 
he is Narayan! Let us offer our respects,” and then 
they went away. Actually there is no difference 
between Krishna and Narayan. But the gopts were 
not very much interested in Narayan. They wanted 
Krishna, although there is no difference between 
Narayan and Krishna. Similarly, although there is 
no difference between Rama and Krishna, some 
devotees are attracted by rama-murtl and some 
devotees are attracted by krsna-murtl. 0 

— Lecture on Bhagavad-glta 4.12, 1 April 1974. 

Srivas’ Level of Surrender 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

We should completely depend on the will of 
Krishna. Krishna says in the Bhagavad-glta that 
he will take up the responsibility to maintain a 
surrendered devotee. “Whatever the devotee 
lacks,” Krishna says, vahamy aham — “I 
personally carry it.” 

Srivas Pandit was not doing any business or go¬ 
ing out to earn money. Day and night, twenty-four 
hours, he was engaged in sravana-klrtana and 
bhajana with all his family members. Once, to test 
Srivas, Mahaprabhu asked him, “Srivas, you are a 
householder. You have a big family to maintain. 
Why don’t you go earn some money? Otherwise, 
how will you maintain your big family?” 

Srivas did not say anything. He only clapped three 
times. Mahaprabhu asked, “What does that mean?” 
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Srivas said, “I have complete faith in your words 

— yoga ksemam vahamy aham. [Bg. 9-22] You 
have taken up the responsibility to maintain a 
surrendered soul, and whatever such a person lacks 
you personally carry. I and all my family members 
are engaged day and night in your service. We have 
no other business. Hari-seva is our only business.” 

Srivas had firm faith that Krishna will maintain, 
that supplies would definitely come. If you become 
fully dependent on Krishna, engaged day and night, 
twenty-four hours, in Krishna’s service, then the 
supplies will definitely come. 

Then he explained the meaning of his clapping 
three times. “If supplies will not come on one day, we 
will fast. We will think that it is Krishna’s will and we 
will fast for the day. If supplies do not come on the 
second and third day, still we will fast. And if on the 
fourth day no supplies come, then all of our family 
will go and drown ourselves in the Ganges and be 
finished. If Krishna becomes a liar, then how is he 
Bhagavan? And why will people do his bhajana ?” 

Hearing this, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu became 
very happy. Mahaprabhu said, “Srivas! The 
supplies will definitely come! Why should you 
think of anything else?” 

Such a devotee is Srivas Pandit. He is niskama, 
completely desireless. 0 

— Lecture in Bali, Indonesia, 6 October 1995. 

Prayers to Srivas Pandit 

Srivas a Pandita-dhyanam 

asrayami srl-srlvasarh tam-adyarh panditarh sada 
suklambara-dhararh gauram gaura-bhakti pradayakam 

sn-gaurahga-krpavdsarh gaura-murtih rasa-pradam 
suklambara-dhararh devarh sarva bhakta-jana priyah 

sahklrtana rasavesarh sarva-saubhagya bhusitam 
smarami bhakta-rajah hi srlvasarh srl-hari-priyam 

sn-gaurahga krpa-patrarh panditakhyarh sada sucim 
suklambara-dhararh gauram gaura-bhakti pradayakam 
sri-kirtane sadonmattah dhyayet srlvasa sattamam 

I always take shelter of Sri Srivas, leader of all 
the pandits. Wearing a brilliant white cloth, he has 
a golden complexion and bestows devotion unto 
Lord Chaitanya. He is the shelter of Lord Gauranga’s 
mercy; he has a golden form; he bestows mellows of 
devotional service; he wears a brilliant white cloth; 
he is divine and is dear to the devotees of the Lord. 
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Sri Sriidn 

Intoxicated by mellows of sankirtana , he is decorated 
with all good fortune. I meditate on that king of 
devotees, Srivas Pandit, who is dear to Sri Hari. 

Let there be meditation on the most excellent 
Sri Srivas — the container of Lord Gauranga’s 
mercy; the eternally pure personality renowned 
as a pandit. He wears a brilliant white cloth, has a 
golden complexion, bestows devotion unto Lord 
Chaitanya, and is always intoxicated in kirtana. 

Srivasa Pandita-pranama-mantrah 

pranamdmi sri-srivasam tam-adyam panditam muda 
sri-gaurahga krpd-patram klrtanananda mdnasam 

srivasa panditam naumi gauranga-priya parsadam 
yasya krpalavenapi gaurahge jayate ratih 

srivasa klrtanananda bhakta gosthyeka-vallabha 
Warn namami mahayogin bhakta-rupo ’si naradah 

I joyously offer my obeisances to you, O Sri 
Srivas, leader of all the pandits. You are the 
container of Lord Gauranga’s mercy and your mind 
takes great pleasure in kirtana. 

I offer my obeisances to Srivas Pandit, the dear 
associate of Lord Gauranga. By an infinitesimal 
fraction of his mercy one develops attachment in 
everything related to Lord Gauranga. 

O Srivas! O you who get ecstatic joy from kirtanal 
0 exclusive leader of the assembly of devotees! I 
offer my obeisances unto you, the greatest of the 
bhakti-yogisl In the form of an associate of Lord 
Gauranga, you are none other than Narada Muni. 

Sri SrTvdsddi Bhakta-vrnddndm Dhydnam 

ye caitanya-padaravinda-madhupdh satprema-bhusojvalah 
sitddha-svanaamco digambu-pulaka svedaih sadanga sriyah 
sevopdyana-pdnayah smitamukhdh sukldmbardh sadvardh 
srivasadi-mahasayan sukhamayan dhyayema tan parsadan 

[The devotees headed by Srivas Thakur] are 
bumblebees at the lotus feet of Lord Chaitanya. They 
are decorated with the brilliant ornaments of tme love. 
They are endowed with pristine golden complexions. 
Their divine bodily limbs are decorated with ecstatic 
bodily symptoms such as crying, goose bumps, 
ecstatic perspiration, etc. Carrying a wide variety of 
paraphernalia for the service of the Lord in their hands 
and beaming with joyous smiles, these most auspicious 

Next column: Srila Srivas Thakur, the head of 
Mahaprabhu's devotees 
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Maha-prakasa-hla in the home of Srivas Thakur 


personalities are dressed in brilliant white clothes. Let 
us meditate on Srivas Pandit and other great associates 
of the Lord, who are full of transcendental joy. 

Sri SrTvasadi Bhakta-vrnddndm Prandma 

ye tirthdr-bhramitah punantijagatam sadvaidyakalpah prati- 
kuwantindunibhdh krpamrta-ruco ‘pry dpdyayanti svayam 
snsnigdhd haricandandni kalayantyabhusayanty-adbhuta 
ratndniva hi tan namdmi satatam snvasa-mukhyan muhuh 

Since they verily are personifications of holy 
places of pilgrimage, the devotees headed by Srivas 
Thakur purify everyone by roaming around the earth. 
Moreover, they diffuse the moonlike rays of the Lord’s 
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nectarean mercy even unto the most expert and capable 
personalities while simultaneously experiencing it 
themselves. They decorate themselves with the finest 
and topmost ornaments of Lord Hari’s gopl-candana , 
thereby appearing like wonderful jewels. At every 
moment, I constantly offer my obeisances to all those 
great devotees headed by Srivas Pandit. 

Sri Srivdsddi Bhakta-vrnddndm 
Carane Vijnapti 

he srivasadaya iha krpd-murtayo gauracandra- 
premambudheh sura-vitapinah santa-saumya-svabhavah 
dinoddhare prabala-niyamah premada yuyam eva 
tasmad ajham prapada-rajasa papinam mam punita 

O Srivas Prabhu and associates! O personifications 
of Lord Gaurachandra’s mercy in this world! O 
distributors of the ocean of love of Godhead to 
the devotees! O gentle and affectionate ones! You 
are fixed in the great vow of delivering the fallen 
souls. Certainly you are the exclusive bestowers of 
krsna-prema. Therefore, please give me, a foolish 
sinner, the dust of your lotus feet, and purify me. 0 

— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Dina Narottam Das 
(chota)’s Sri Manohara Bhajana Dipika. Published by Sri 
Sudhasindhu Das. Govardhan. Gaurabda 519- Bengali. 
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The Cart Festival 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

The cart festival this year was very simple. After 
all, it is a cart with four wheels, but it attracted the 
people so much because there was his Lordship, 
Sri Jagannath. Atheistic people may say that the 
Jagannath murti is made of wood and the cart 
is also made of wood, but spiritual bliss can be 
extracted from anything by simply seeing it in the 
light of Krishna consciousness. Even accepting 
the whole affair as wooden, a Krishna conscious 
person can understand that wood is nothing but 
a display of Krishna’s energy. So it is the Krishna 
consciousness energy that gives us transcendental 
bliss, just like it is the electric energy passing 
through a copper cable which gives us electric light 
and heat. (Letter to Aniruddha. 7 July 1968.) 

Regarding ratha-yatra , it must be done at any 
cost. I may go or may not go. That is not important. 
But the Ratha-yatra festival as you have already 
organized it must always be done. (Letter to 
Syamasundara. 26 May 1969.) 

The main item in the ratha-yatra is the cart, 
so how will you observe the festival without the 
required cart? If you want to take the deities on 
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the shoulders of the devotees, that is also nice. 
But if you convey the deities on a car, that will be 
very nice. The system of organizing the festival 
is that the deities are taken to some river-side, if 
not the seaside, and Montreal has got a very nice 
river, the St. Lawrence River. The system is that for 
eight days the deities remain on the seaside, and 
kirtana goes on, prasada is distributed and people 
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Jagannath Mandir in Puri, c. 1830 


offer flowers, fruits, etc., to the deities. Then on the 
eighth day the Lord returns to his own place. This is 
the system, and care is taken to ensure that the great 
procession is complete with chanting, flowers, etc. 
If during ratha-yatra you cannot keep the festival 
on the seaside then take the cart in procession to the 
river-side and come back on the same day. For the 
eight days, as far as possible, distribute prasadam, 
especially khicart. Then on the eighth day you also 
organize the ceremony in the same way. Please 
arrange to take nice photographs of your festival 
activities as well as of your other kirtana activities. 
(Letter to Jayapataka. 21 June 1969.) 

Regarding ratha-yatra , we shall choose the most 
favorable time to hold our celebration. If for our 
preaching it is going to be more beneficial to hold 
it in September, then you may do so. (Letter to 
Madhudvisa Swami. 17 June 1975.) 0 

Ratha-yatra Lila 

Vaishnava Dasa 

nllacale jagannatha ray a, gundica mandire caliyaya 

In Nilacala, Lord Jagannatha’s chariot proceeds 
to the Gundicha temple. 
aparupa rathera sdjani, take cadi yaya yadumani 

The crest jewel of the Yadu dynasty emphatically 
mounts upon a wonderfully decorated chariot. 
dekhiya amara gaura-hari, nija-gana laiya eka kari 

Seeing this, my Lord Gaurahari assembled all his 
associates together. 

malya-candana sabe diya, jagannatha nikateyaiya 


Decorating them personally with garlands 
and sandalwood paste, he brought them near 
Lord Jagannath. 

ratha vedi sata sampraddya, kirtana karaye gora-raya 

They formed seven groups around the chariot 
of the Lord, and Lord Gaura Ray performed 
kirtana in each group. 

ajanu-lambita bahu tuli, ghana-uthe hari-hari buli 

The Lord raised his hands in the air, and the 
entire atmosphere resounded with loud sounds 
of “Hari! Hari!” 

gagana bhedila sei dhvani, anyakara kichu nahi suni 

These loud reverberations filled the entire sky. 
Indeed, one could hear nothing else. 
nitdi advaita haridasa, nace vakresvara snvasa 

Nityananda, Adwaita, Haridas, Vakreshwar and Srivas 
were assigned to dance and sing in different groups. 




Nama-tattva 


Chant in all Situations 


Vaisnava-kantha-bharaniya- 

nama-mahatmya 

uttisthata prasvapata prasthitena gamisyata 
govindeti sada vacyam ksut-trt-praskhalanadisu 

cakrayudhasya namani sada sarvatra klrtayet 
nasaucam klrtane tasya sa pavitrakaro yatah 


The name of Lord Govinda should always be 
chanted in all situations, such as while waking up, 
before sleeping, while getting ready to go some¬ 
where, and while going there, and even when one 
is embarrassed due to hiccups, hunger, stumbling, 
falling down, etc. In fact, one should chant loudly at 
all times and in all places the name of Lord Krishna, 
who is also known as Chakrayudha, wielder of the 
disc. In such chanting there is no consideration of 
cleanliness, for the Lord is the ultimate purifier. 0 

- Translated from the Vaisnava-kantha-bharaniya-nama- 

mdhatmya, Sarasvati Bhavan, text No. 72, edited by Mangal Deva 
Shastri, printed at Eureka Printing Works, Benares City, 1937. 
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Lord Jagannath on his chariot in Puri 


mukunda svarupa rama-raya, mana bujhi uccasvare gaya 
Mukunda, Swarup Damodara and Ramananda 
Ray raised heartfelt exclamations. 
govinda madhava vasu-ghosa, yahragane adhika santosa 

By listening to the singing of Govinda, Madhava 
and Basu Ghosh, everyone felt immense satisfaction. 
vasu-ramananda narahari, gadadhara panditadi kari 
Ramananda Vasu, Narahari and Gadadhar also 
danced and sang ecstatically. 



dvija-haridasa visnu-dasa, iha sabaraganete ullasa 

Especially, Dwija Haridas, Vishnu Das, etc. found 
great joy in such singing for the Lord 

ei mata kirtana-nartane, 

katho dura pada-renu asa, kari kahe vaisnavera dasa 

In this way, singing and dancing went on for the 
pleasure of the Lord. From a distant place, Vaishnava 
Das hopes to get the dust from their lotus feet. 0 

— Translated from Vaisnava Padavali, fourth edition, April 2010. 
Compiled and edited by Hare Krishna Mukhopadhyay. Published 
by Shishu Sahitya Sansad Pvt. Ltd. Kolkata. 

Prayers to Lord Jagannath 

Srila Sanatan Goswami 

sri-jagannatha niladri-siro-mukuta-ratna he 
daru-brahman ghana-syama prasida purusottama 

O Lord Jagannath, the crest jewel of the Niladri 
hill! O supreme Brahman in a wooden form! O 
dark-hued Lord Shyam! Please be merciful upon 
me, O Lord Purushottam! 

praphulla pundarikdksa lavanabdhi-tatamrta 
gutikodara mam pahi nana-bhoga-purandara 

0 


Phto by Bhakta Charles 
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O Lord with full blooming lotus eyes! O nectar 
of the sea-side city! O you who have a pebble 
{salagrama-sila ) in your belly! O enjoyer of 
varieties of food offerings! Please protect me! 

nijadhara sudhadayinn indra-dyumna-prasadita 
subhadralalana-vyagra ramanuja namo ’stu te 

To your dear devotees you give the nectar of 
your lips (in the form of maha-prasad). You 
satisfied King Indradyumna (who prayed for your 
appearance). You are very eager to protect your 
younger sister Subhadra. O younger brother of 
Baladeva! I offer my respects at your lotus feet. 

gundica-ratha-yatradi-mahotsava-vivardhana 
bhakta-vatsala vande Warn gundica-ratha-mandanam 

You are always expanding your grand festivals 
such as gundica-ratha-yatra. O you who are kind 
to your devotees! O ornament of Ratha-yatra). I 
offer my obeisances unto you! 

dina-hina-mahanica-daydrdrikrta-mdnasa 
nitya-nutana mdhatmya-darsin caitanya-vallabha 

O Lord who is very dear to Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu! Towards the most downtrodden, 
fallen rascals, you assume a most merciful mood 
and thus you display a wide variety of great and 
eternally fresh pastimes. 0 

— Translated from Sn-krsna-lila-stava 398-402. Sanskrit taken from 
Gaudiya Grantha Mandira. (http://www.granthamandira.com) 
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Prayers to the Bhagavatam 

Srila Sanatan Goswami 

sarva-sastrabdhi-piyusa sarva-vedaika-sat-phala 
sarva-siddhanta-ratnadhya sarva-lokaika-drk-prada 

sarva-bhagavata-prana srimad-bhagavata-prabho 
kali-dhvantoditaditya sri-krsna-parivartita 

O Srimad Bhagavatami O nectar churned from 
the ocean of all the Vedic scriptures! You are the 
most prominent transcendental fruit of the Vedas 
and are enriched with the jewels of all philosophi¬ 
cal conclusions. You grant spiritual vision to all 
people of the world and are the very life-breath of the 
vaisnava devotees. O Lord, you are the sun which 
has risen to dispel the darkness of kali-yuga. Actually, 
you are Lord Krishna, who has returned among us. 

paramdnanda-pdthdya prema-varsy-aksaraya te 
sarvada sarva-sevyaya sri-krsnaya namo ’.stu me 

O Srimad Bhagavatam). I offer respectful obei¬ 
sances unto you. By your recitation one attains tran¬ 
scendental bliss, because your syllables shower down 
pure love of God. You are to be served by everyone, 
always, for you are an incarnation of Lord Krishna. 

mad-eka-bandho mat-sangin mad-guro man-maha-dhana 
man-nistdraka mad-bhdgya mad-dnanda namo ’stu te 

O Srimad Bhagavatam). O my only friend, com¬ 
panion, and teacher! O my great wealth and deliv¬ 
erer! O my good fortune and bliss! I offer respectful 
obeisances unto you. 

asadhu-sadhuta-dayinn atinicocca-takara 

ha na muhca kadacin mam premna hrt-kanthayoh sphura 

O Srimad Bhagavatam , O bestower of saintliness 
to the unsaintly! O uplifter of the most fallen! Please 
never leave me! Accompanied by pure love of Krishna, 
please manifest yourself in my heart and throat! 0 

Bibliography 
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Learned Fools 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Sanatan Goswami was holding a big post — 
government minister. Not only was he a minister, 
but Nawab Hussain Shah entrusted the whole 
kingdom in his hands. The king said, “You manage 
as you like.” This is because he knew that Sanatan 
is a trustworthy man. Hell govern very nicely. And 
Hussain Shah was a Mohammedan Nawab, so he 
was engaged in hunting and dancing with girls. 
But he was confident that Sanatan is there to take 
care. Sanatan’s name was changed to Sakar Mallik, 
and his brother Rupa Goswami’s name was Dabira 
Khas. They almost became Muslims. They were 
very responsible officers. 

When they wanted to resign, Nawab Hussain 
Shah’s mind became topsy-turvy. He said, “Oh, 
what do you say? I am depending on you. The 
whole thing is depending on you. And you want 
to resign? Oh, have you gone crazy? I cannot allow 
you.” But ever since he met Lord Chaitanya, Sanatan 
was thinking that, “I am diseased. What is the value 
of my education and post? I am diseased.” 

This is intelligence. People are enamored by so- 
called education, so-called high posts, nationality, 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


family, beauty or opulence. These things will not save 
us. We are under the grip of material nature, karmana 
daiva-netrena [Bhag. 3-31.1] — you are working 
under the influence of a certain material quality, 
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and you are preparing your next life. You cannot 
say, “All right, I am very happy. I’m born in 
America. My nation is a very great nation, and we 
are very rich. So in my next life also I shall come to 
America. I shall take my birth here and enjoy like 
this.” That is not in your hands. That you cannot 
say. That is daiva-netrena — decided by daiva. 
Daiva means that it is in the hands of supernatural 
powers. You are currently preparing your next 
life. The higher authorities will give you a chance 
if you prepare yourself nicely. You will get a good 
chance; you will get birth in higher planets. Or if 
you prepare yourself nicely then you might even 
go to Krishna. Now it is your choice. But we must 
know what is our condition. If I am in darkness, 
I do not understand what is the goal of life or in 
what condition I am living, then it is conditioned 
life. Sanatan Goswami understood that. And we 
should follow in the footprints of Sanatan Goswami. 

So he understood, “Although I am a minister and 
although I am very educated, I am actually a fool.” 
What do you mean by educated? He said, gramya- 
vyavahare kahepandita — “Some of my neighbors 
call me a very learned man.” Because he was a 
minister and a Sanskrit scholar, Urdu scholar, from 
a scholastic point of view he was very educated. He 
was born in a brahmin family. So people used to 
address him as pandit. So he was called “Panditji”. 
But he was thinking, “People call me a very learned 
man, but what sort of a learned man am I?” So he 
submitted his defects to Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. 
He said, “Although these people, my neighbors, 
they address me as ‘Panditji’, I am such a fool that 
I accept that I am learned.” 

Someone may protest, “Why do you say that you 
are not learned? You are learned.” To this, he says, 
apanara hitahita kichui nd jani — Tm a fool 
because I do not know what is my destination and 
what is good for me.” 

This is the position of conditioned life. Everyone 
is thinking that “I am very learned, I am very rich, 
I am very opulent.” But if you ask them, “Why are 
you suffering? Wherefrom have you come? Where 
are you going in your next life? What is God? What is 
your relationship with God?” they are silent. You ask 
anybody, any learned professor in the university, 
and let him answer. They’ll say, “perhaps”, 
“maybe”, “like this”, “like that”. No definite answers, 
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because they do not know. This is our conditioned 
life. We do not know our position. (Lecture on 
Srimad Bhdgavatam 1.5.13, l6june 1969.) @ 

Other Commentaries 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda 
Swami Maharaja 

Devotee: You were saying that if one has read 
up to the tenth canto of the Srimad Bhdgavatam 
but has not read the eleventh canto then one must 
fall down. 

Gour Govinda Swami: Yes, because in the tenth 
canto the five chapters dealing with the rasa-lila 
are described. These are transcendental sweet lilas , 
which are all erotic. A neophyte cannot understand 
Krishna’s dealings with the gopis. One must hear 
about them from the proper source. Don’t hear 
from a non -vaisnava, from one who is very expert 
at speaking in very nice flowery language that gives 
pleasure to the ears, karna-rasayana. Don’t hear 




Nama-tattva 


Friendship with Those Who Chant 


In the Adi Parana [Quoted in Hari-bhakti- 
vilasa 11.470-471] it is stated: 

ndma-yuktdn jandn drstva snigdho bhavatiyo narah 
sa yati paramam sthanam visnuna saha modate 

[Krishna explained to Arjuna:] A person who 
feels happy when he sees others chant my holy 
name goes to the supreme abode and enjoys with 
Lord Vishnu. 

tasmdn namani kaunteya bhajasva drdha-mdnasah 
nama-yuktah priyo ‘smakarh nama-yukto bhavarjuna 

For this reason, O Arjuna, you should worship 
my holy names with full concentration. You should 
both chant my holy names as well as become 
friends with those who chant my names. 0 

— From Sanatan Goswami’s Sri Hari-bhakti-vilasa. English 
translation by Sri Kusakratha Das. Krishna Library. Culver City, 
California. 1992. 
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from them because you cannot understand this topic 
and you will develop lust. Therefore, after reading 
the tenth canto of Srimad Bhagavatam if you don’t 
then read the eleventh canto you will fall down, 
because in the eleventh canto tattva is described. 
In Krishna’s instructions to Uddhava, known as 
uddhava-samvada , all tattvas are described. 

Devotee: Prabhupada left the planet after he 
completed only a portion of the tenth canto, and 
for so many years the eleventh canto had not been 
completed. Could this have contributed to some 
devotees having problems? 

Gour Govinda Swami: Prabhupada did not 
translate it, but the eleventh canto is there. Srimad 
Bhagavatam is there. So many commentators 
are there: Sridhar Swami wrote a commentary, 
Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakur wrote a 
commentary. Bhagavatam is there and the living 
bhagavatam is also there. If someone is very 
inquisitive he can have it. Don’t feel disappointed, 
it is an eternal thing. It is always there. 0 

— Worship of Sri Guru , Chapter 2, Questions and Answers. 

Snakey Braids 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda 
Swami Maharaja 

One fine day, Sanatan Goswami came to visit 
Rupa Goswami and Raghunath Das Goswami 
at Radhakund. Both of them stood up, paid 
obeisances to Sanatan Goswami, and gave him 
an asana , a seat to sit on. Then the three of them 
did istagosthi , talks related to Krishna. Rupa 
Goswami had written some prayers to Srimati 
Radharani known as catu-puspahjali, which 
is part of Stava-mala. He gave it to Sanatan 
Goswami to read. Sanatan Goswami read it. The 
first verse was the following: 

nava-goroca na-ga u ri prava rendlva ramba ra m 
mani-stavaka-vidyoti venl-vydldngand-phandm 

O queen as fair as freshly extracted gorocana 
(auspicious cow-bile)! O queen whose garments are 
a splendid blue lotus and whose glistening jewel- 
and-flower-decorated braids resemble the hood of 
a female serpent! 

Rupa Goswami had written this about Radharani. 
The braid of Radharani was like the hood of 
a black serpent. That was there in this verse. 
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Sanatan Goswami read it and thought to himself, 
“Is the braid of Radharani like a black serpent? Is 
it correct?” 

At mid-day, Sanatan Goswami went to Radhakund 
to take his bath. He offered prayers to Radhakund, 
paid obeisances, and took his bath. A little distance 
from Radhakund, Sanatan Goswami saw some 
cowherd girls, gopt kumaris, playing there. He 
looked at the braids of those cowherd girls and 
thought that he was seeing some black serpents 
climbing up their backs. Sanatan Goswami said, 
“O girls, be cautious! Serpents are climbing up 
your backs!” 

They didn’t listen. They didn’t pay attention to 
what he was saying. 

Sanatan Goswami then went there. Radharani 
was there in that company of cowherd girls. When 
they saw Sanatan Goswami coming, all laughed 
and disappeared. 

Sanatan Goswami stood there amazed and 
could understand that yes, what Rupa Goswami 
had written was true. The braid was indeed like 
a black serpent. 0 

— From a lecture on Caitanya caritamrta adi 10.85. 18 December 
1992. Bhubaneswar. India. 

The Glories of Sanatan Goswami 

Manohar Das 

jaya-pahu srila sanatana nama 
bharala bhuvana maha yachu guna-gama 

All glories to the lotus feet of the personality 
named Sri Sanatana Goswami. His glories pervade 
the entire universe. 

tejala sakala sukha-sampada-para 
sri-caitanya-carana karu sara 

Giving up all varieties of prosperity and material 
happiness, he accepted the lotus feet of Sri Chait- 
anya Mahaprabhu as his life and soul. 

sri-vrndavana-bhume kari vasa 
lupata-tirtha saba kayala prakasa 

Residing in the holy land of Vrindavan, he discov¬ 
ered various holy places that had been lost. 

sri-govinda-seva paracari 
kayala bhagavata artha-vicari 

Propagating the worship of Lord Govinda, he 
elaborated upon the deep purports of Srimad 
Bhagavatam. 
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yugala-bhajana lila guna-nama 
kayala vicara grantha anupama 

He composed various unparalleled literatures 
related to the name, qualities, pastimes and wor¬ 
ship of the divine couple — Sri Sri Radha-Krishna. 

satata gaura-prema gara-gara deha 
bhrama-i vrndavane na paya-i theha 

His body shivering ecstatically with love of Lord 
Gaura, he unceasingly roamed about in Vrindavan. 

vipula pulaka-bhara nayanahi ntra 
rai-kanu bali pada-i athira 

His body full of ecstatic goose-bumps, his eyes well¬ 
ing with tears of love, he would stumble while ardently 
chanting the names of Rai (Radha) and Kanu (Krishna). 

bhara-vibhusana sakala sarira 
anuksana vihara-i yamundka tira 

His entire body laden with ornaments of ecstatic love, 
he roamed constantly about the banks of the Yamuna. 

yachu karunaye vrndavana pai 
bhava-i manohara so-i gosahi 

By his mercy, one attains eternal residence in Sri 
Vrindavan. That great devotee, Srila Sanatan Gos- 
wami, is very dear to Manohar Das. 0 

— Translated from Vaisnava PadavalT, fourth edition, April 2010. 
Compiled and edited by Hare Krishna Mukhopadhyay. Published 
by Shishu Sahitya Sansad Pvt. Ltd. Kolkata. 
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Anyone can Preach 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

For lecturing, any one of our members can speak. 
Simply one has to memorize the purports and 
then speak in one’s own language. For anyone 
who chants and follows the rules and regulations, 
where is the anxiety? You are an old, experienced 
devotee, so you behave like this and teach her to do 
so wherever you may stay. (Letter to Revatinandana 
Swami. 7 November 1975.) 

Please continue your devotional service, cooking, 
etc., and you can also keep giving Bhagavatam class 
if you like. Women in our movement can also preach 
very nicely. Actually, male and female bodies, these 
are just outward designations. Lord Chaitanya said 
that whether one is brahmin or whatever he may 
be, if he knows the science of Krishna then he is to 
be accepted as guru. So those who give class should 
read and study regularly and study the purport and 
realize. They should not add anything or concoct 
anything. Then they can preach very nicely. The 
qualification for leading class is how much one 
understands about Krishna and has surrendered 
to the process, not whether one is male or female. 
(Letter to Malati Dasi. 25 December 1974.) 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


So far as the women distributors who have left 
New York and Boston temples and have gone to 
New Vrindavan, they should return immediately 
and resume their original service. In Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu’s movement, everyone is a preacher. 
Whether man or woman, it doesn’t matter. I don’t 
know why he is encouraging our women devotees 
not to go out on sankirtana for book distribution. 

3 























Everyone should go out. (Letter to Karandhara. 6 
October 1973.) 

I am especially proud of how my householder 
disciples are preaching Lord Chaitanya’s mission. 
This is a new thing in the history of the sahkirtana 
movement. In India, all the acaryas and their 
descendants acted only from the man’s side. Their 
wives were at home because that is the system from 
old times. But in Bhagavad-gita we find that women 
are also equally competent like men in the matter of the 
Krishna Consciousness movement. Please therefore 
carry on these missionary activities and prove it by 
practical example that there is no bar for anyone in the 
matter of preaching work for Krishna consciousness. 
(Letter to Himavati. 20 December 1969.) 

Lecture is also kirtana , so just like a morning 
kirtana is there, similarly morning lectures can also 
be delivered. In New York, or even San Francisco, 
when I was present I too was giving lectures in the 
morning. So as far as girls or boys lecturing in the 
morning, that doesn’t make any difference. Either 
girl or boy devotees may deliver lecture if they 
choose to do. We have no such distinction of bodily 
designations, male or female. Krishna consciousness 
is on the spiritual platform. As such, anyone who is a 
devotee of the Lord, following in this line of disciplic 
succession, can deliver a lecture on the teachings of 
Bhagavad-gita, Srimad Bhagavatam, etc. (Letter to 
Syama Dasi. 21 October 1968.) 

Regarding lecturing by women devotees, I have 
informed you that in the service of the Lord there 
is no distinction of caste, creed, color, or sex. In 
the Bhagavad-gita , the Lord especially mentions 
that even a woman who has taken seriously is also 
destined to reach him. We require a person who 
is well-versed in the knowledge of Krishna, which 
is the only qualification for speaking. Materially, 
a woman may be less intelligent than a man, but 
spiritually everyone is pure soul. On the absolute 
plane there is no gradation of higher and lower. If 
a woman can lecture nicely and to the point, we 
should hear carefully. That is our philosophy. But 
if a man can speak better than a woman, the man 
should be given first preference. A sincere soul 
should be given proper chance to speak, because 
we want so many preachers, both men and women. 
(Letter to Jaya Govinda. 8 February 1968.) 0 
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The Pinnacle of 
All Knowledge 



Srila Srinivas Acharya's commentary on 
Srimad Bhagavatam 2.931 


The first verse of the catuh-slokl is as follows: 

sri-bhagavan uvaca 

jhdnarh parama-guhyam me yad vijhdna-samanvitam 
sarahasyam tad-ahgarh ca grhana gaditam maya 

The Personality of Godhead said: Knowledge 
about me as described in the scriptures is very 
confidential, and it has to be realized in conjunction 
with devotional service. The necessary paraphernalia 
for that process is being explained by me. You may 
take it up carefully. 

Srila Srinivas Acharya comments: 
sri-bhagavan uvaca: 

sri-bhagavan uvaceti. bhagavanto jhana-sakti-vairag- 
yaisvarya-virya-tejovantah sad-guna-yuktah. ata eva — 

aisvaryasya samagrasya viryasya yasasah sriyah 
jhana-vairagyayos caiva sannam bhaga itihgana 
[Visnu Purana 6.3.74] 

This verse starts with sri-bhagavan uvaca. The 
term bhagavan or bhagavanta is for one who 
simultaneously possesses six qualities, viz. all wealth, 
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A page from Srinivas Achary a's commentary on the catuh-sloki in his own handwriting. This manuscript was 
collected and printed by the late Haridas Das Babaji ofHaribol Kutir, Nabadwip. 


all power, all fame, all beauty, all knowledge, and 
all renunciation. Therefore, the Visnu Purana says: 

Full wealth, strength, fame, beauty, knowledge 
and renunciation are the six opulences of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

bhagavantas tripad-vibhuti-yuktah srl-vaikuntha- 
nathadayah purnah. sh-krsnas tu svayam bhagavan 
catuspadika-vibhutiman srl-gopala-rupi purnatamah. 
tatha hi sn-gopala-vakyam brahmanda-purane — 

santi bhurini rupani mama purnani sad-gunaih 

bhaveyus tani tulyani na may a gopa-rupina.iti. 

ata eva sarvatisayananta-gunavangoloka-dhamd eva vakta. 

The Lord of Vaikuntha (Narayan), who is fully 
equipped with spiritual potency, is categorized 
as purna , the complete personality of Godhead. 
However, Lord Krishna is svayam-bhagavan , the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Amongst all 
features of Lord Krishna, his feature as Gopal is most 
complete and fully equipped with all potencies. This 
is confirmed by Lord Gopal’s own statement in the 
Brahmanda Purana, “There are many expansions 
of me full of six opulences. However, none of them 
match my form as a cowherd boy.” 

Therefore, by saying sn-bhagavan uvaca , it is made 
clear that Lord Krishna, who possesses boundless 
qualities and resides in Goloka, is the speaker here. 

jhdnam parama-guhyam: 

jhdnam ity-adi-—mokse dhlh jhdnam. bhaktau dhth 
parama-jhdnam. prltau dhlh parama-guhya-jhanam. 

Jnana refers to the activities of a mind fixed in 
liberation, parama-jnana refers to the activities of a 
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mind fixed in devotion, and parama-guhya-jnana refers 
to the activities of a mind fixed in pure love of Godhead. 

vijitana: 

vijhanam silpa-sastrayoh silpam atra srl-vigraha- 
tribhangi-sugathana-kara-carana-rekha-vinyasadi. 
carana-cihna-vesa-vinyasadi sastram atra srl- 
bhagavata-glta-padma-purdnadi-sattvika-kalpadi. 

The term vijnana refers to silpa-sastra, the science 
of sculpture. Especially, silpa here should mean 
the art of drawing well formed lines and marks for 
sculpting beautiful threefold-bending forms of the 
Lord. The scriptures to be used for such drawing are 
the Bhagavatam, Gita, Padma Purana , and other 
literatures in the mode of goodness. 

rahasya: 

rahasyam atra rasa-nikuhja-mohana-mandira-srl- 
radha-sambhoga-parama-sukham pradhanam ahgi. 

The term rahasya , secret, here refers to the top¬ 
most conjugal pleasure pastimes of Lord Krishna in 
the flowery bower temples known as rasa-nikuhjas. 
This is the ahgi, or the mainstay of this great secret. 

ahgam ca: 

ahgam atra vibhdvdnubhdva-sdttvika-sahcari-suhrd- 
rupa-sakhyadi-vairi-rupa-vatsaladi-vipralambha- 
purva-raga-mana-pravasadi-divyonmada-citra- 
jalpadi-kotis ca. ca-karad anantam. 

Ahga is the complement of ahgi , and refers to 
the millions of limbs of ecstasy that are generated 
in such conjugal pastimes, such as vibhava , 
anubhava , sattvika bhava , sahcarl-bhava or 
vyabhicarl-bhava , rasas such as sakhya , vatsala, 
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etc., along with varieties of vipralambha , purva- 
raga , mana , pravasa , divyonmada , citra-jalpa, 
etc. The term c<r in the verse denotes the infinite 
variety of such vivid experiences. 

grhana gaditam maya: 

maya svayam bhagavata rasika-siromanina nigudha- 
nija-lild-visaradena gaditam vyaktam uktam bharatadi- 
muni-manasagocaratvad avyaktam. ata eva grhana 
paramagrahapurvakam durlabham vastu maha- 
nidhivad dharaya iti dik. 

It is through the agency of me ( maya ), the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, the most expert rasika , that 
this confidential truth is being revealed ( gaditam ) to 
you. Know that this great secret was unknown even 
to the minds of great rasika poets such as Bharat 
Muni. Therefore, accept it ( grhana ) with great respect 
and maintain it with you like a great treasure. 0 

— Translated from the Sanskrit available at Gaudiya Grantha 
Mandira (http: //www. granthamandira. com) 

The Most Munificent 

Sri Narahari Chakravarti 

gorapreme gara-gara nitai amara 

aruna nayane vahe sura-dhuni dhara 
vipula pulakavali sohepahun gaya 
gajendra-gamane heli duli cali yaya 

While walking, my Nitai stumbles in ecstatic love 
of Gaura. From the reddish corners of his eyes 
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a stream of tears of love. His body is decorated with 
ecstatic goose bumps, and he sings and exhibits a 
step which defeats the gait of the king of elephants. 

patitere nirakhiya dubahu pasari 
kore kari saghane bolaya hari hari 
emana dayara nidhi ki ha-ibe ara 
narahari adhame tarite avatara 

As soon as he sees a fallen soul, he spreads out his 
arms wide and embraces him. With great fervor he 
then requests them to chant, “Hari! Hari!” How can 
there be a greater ocean of benevolence than the 
incarnation who delivered the fallen Narahari? 0 

— Translated from Vaisnava Padavall, fourth edition, April 2010. 
Compiled and edited by Hare Krishna Mukhopadhyay. Published 
by Shishu Sahitya Sansad Pvt. Ltd. Kolkata. 



Sri Nityananda Prabhu 

Qualified Speakers 

Sri Hari-bhakti-vildsa 10.536 


sastrabhyasasya cabhavepurvesam loka-visrutam 
satam adhunikanam ca katham bandhusu kirtayet 

Only a person who is well-versed in the sastra 
should be allowed to speak. However, if there is 
no such speaker, and even if there are not many 
inquisitive listeners, one should never give up 
discussing topics about the Supreme Lord. In the 
association of friends, brothers, children, and 
other family members, one can always discuss 
narrations of the Supreme Lord as presented by 
saintly persons. 0 

— From Srila Sanatan Goswami’s Sri Hari-bhakti-vildsa. English 
translation by Bhumipati Das. Rasbiharilal & Sons. Vrindavan. 2005. 
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The Language of Krishnaloka 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Sanskrit is spoken not only on krsna-loka but 
also on higher planets of the demigods. It is called 
the language of the Gods and the demigods. It was 
spoken also on this planet when the people were all 
godly. They all used to speak in Sanskrit. Sanskrit is 
the origin of all languages of the civilized peoples. 
It is most perfect. It is not only descriptive; the word 
Sanskrit means “the most perfect”, because you 
cannot pronounce a single word without having 
a bona fide principle. It is not like the English 
language, which has words like ”but”, “put” etc. 
with irrational difference in pronunciation and no 
principles. Sanskrit isn’t like that. Therefore it is 
perfect. It isn’t whimsical. 

English poetry may have a line one inch long, and 
the next line six hundred inches long. Sanskrit is 
not like that. There are strict principles, and it is so 
beautiful. Therefore, in Sanskrit language no ordinary 
man can become a poet. No other language of the 
world can be compared with it. No other language 
of the world is as perfect as Sanskrit. Any language 
near to Sanskrit (like Bengali) is nearer to perfection. 
(Letter to Madhusudana, 1 February 1968.) 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Sanskrit is the mother of all languages — 
there is no doubt about it. In our childhood 
we read one grammar made by two English 
professors, Mr. Rowe and Mr. Webb of 
Presidency College in Calcutta, and they 
have given their statement that Sanskrit is 
the mother of all languages. Besides that, we 
understand from reliable sources that Sanskrit 
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is spoken by the higher planetary denizens. 
It is therefore called devanagan. Devanagan 
means the cities of the demigods. This language is 
spoken there. (Letter to Hayagriva, 7 October 1968.) 

I have just seen one Sanskrit dictionary in care 
of Pradyumna compiled by one Englishman, 
Monier Williams. He has taken so much trouble 
to make a thorough study. It is a very nice and 
scholarly book. This dictionary is proof of the 
superior nature of this Indian Vedic culture. This 
great European scholar, he has not taken so many 
pains for Greek or Latin or any other old language, 
and because he has chosen Sanskrit language for 
his study, therefore it is the highest example of 
scholarship and knowledge. (Letter to Mandali 
Bhadra, 2 April 1972.) 0 

Duplicitous Pretenders 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakura 

All those who preach the truth have to witness 
stiff opposition from people who are selfish, 
averse to God, and envious. Those who are idle 
and fond of sense gratification accept the conven¬ 
tional path of birth and death as being thornless, 
while accepting support from their blind follow¬ 
ers; or they have become fully absorbed in the 
bliss of their bhajana while maintaining an attitude 
of indifference regarding the welfare of the god¬ 
less civilization; or they simply imitate genuine 
bhajananandis while desiring fame and sense 
pleasures, thus cheating themselves and others. 

Almost all these people are very lazy and un¬ 
authorized. Of the three classes of people men¬ 
tioned above, the first and third are completely 
duplicitous, desiring sense gratification and being 
afraid of righteous people. Such persons belong 
to a society of people who are averse to Krishna 
while externally posing as devotees. For such 
persons, pleasing godless people is the aim of 
life and the object of their satisfaction. They never 
have to face harassment from ordinary people. 
They are simply busy trying to please everyone 
so as to earn wealth and attract women. 0 

— The Life and Teachings of the Four Acaryas. Translated by Bhu- 
mipati Das. Edited by Purnaprajna Das. Jai Nitai Press. Vrindavan. 2007. 
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Revealed by My Mercy 



Commentary on the Catuh-sloki 


By Srila Srinivas Acharya 

The second verse of the catuh slokl is as follows: 

yavan aham yatha-bhavo yad-rupa-guna-karmakah 
tathaiva tattva-vijhanam astu te mad-anugrahat 

All of me, namely my actual eternal form and my tran¬ 
scendental existence, color, qualities and activities—let 
all be awakened within you by factual realization, out 
of my causeless mercy. [Srimad Bhagavatam 2.9.32] 

yavan aham goloka-dhama gopa-veso gopi- 
patih. karh prati kathayitum tse, samprati ko vd 
pratltim ayatu gopati-tanaya-kuhje gopa-vadhutt- 
vitarh brahma [Padyavali 98]. vitas copapatih 
smrtah. atah patir eka-desopacarah. yatha-bhavo 
yathojjvaladi-bhavasrayah. yad-rupa-guna- 
karmakah syamasundarah koti-kandarpa-lavanya- 
dhama asadharana-guna-catustaya-murali 
mohanatvadivan. karma-ltla-vinodl. tathaiveti 
nigama-nigudhatvat. nigama-kartreti brahmane 
ata evastrvadah. tad agocaratvad asakyatvac ca. 

goloka-namni nija-dhamni [Brahma-samhita 
5.46\, goloka eva nivasati [Brahma-samhita 5.37] 
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A page from Srinivas Achary a's commentary on the catuh-sloki in his own handwriting. This manuscript was 
collected and printed by the late Haridas Das Babaji ofHaribol Kutir, Nabadwip. 


ity adi, krsnam gopala-rupinam [Gautamiya-tan- 
tre], bhaveyus tani tulyani na may a gopa-rupina 
[Brahmanda-purane], gopa-veso mepurastad avirb- 
abhuva [Gopala-tapani Upanisad 1.28], gopt-jana- 
vallabhah sa vo hi svami bhavati [Gopala-tapani 
Upanisad 2.20], krsna-vadhvah [Srimad Bhagavatam 
10.33.7], vallavyo me ’nusantaye ity adi. 

adhistatrtve, nrsimho nanda-nandanah [Bhakti- 
rasamrta-sindhu 2.5.119], srhgara-rasa-sarvasvam 
[Krsna-karnamrta 1.97], janmady asyayatah [Srimad 
Bhagavatam 1.1.1], srhgarah sakhi murtiman [Gita 
govinda 1.11], yam syamasundaram acintya-guna- 
svarupam [Brahma-samhita 5.38], syamam eva param 
rupam [Padyavali 83] ity adi, kandarpa-koti-lavanyah 
[Stava-mala], kandarpa-koti-ramyaya [Stava-mala] ity 
adi. venum kvanantam [Brahma-samhita 5.30], raw- 
vadya-mahollasa[ Gautamiya-stava-raja 13], govindam 
kala-venu-vadana-param [Padyavali 46] ity adi. 

govardhana-girau ramyesthitam rasa-rasotsukam 
[Gautamiya-stava-raja 13], nahi jane smrte rase 
mano me ktdrsam bhavet [Brhad-vamana Purana], 
abhud akulito rasah pramada-sata-kotibhih 
[Ujjvala nilamani 4.2], rasotsavah sampravrtto gopt- 
mandala-manditah [Srimad Bhagavatam 10.33.3], 
jayati sri-patir gopt-rasa-mandala-mandanah 
[Bhavartha-dipika 10.29.1] ity adi 

By speaking the verse beginning with yavan 
aham (as I am eternally), the Lord implies, “as I 
am eternally present in the abode of Goloka in the 
dress of a cowherd and as the Lord of the goptd\ 
Padyavali (99) confirms his lordship of the gopis 
as follows: 


“To whom can I speak who will believe me when 
I say that Krishna, the Supreme Personality of God¬ 
head, is searching for the gopis in the bushes by the 
banks of the river Yamuna? In this way, the Lord 
demonstrates his pastimes.” 

Here, the word pad (husband) means upapati 
(paramour). When said in the context of Krishna’s 
pastimes, the word pad is a common expression that 
implies 'paramour’. By the words yatha-bhavah (in 
that transcendental ecstasy), the Lord is implying his 
ecstatic moods sheltered under the conjugal mellow, 
ujjvala-rasa. By the word rupa, the Lord is implying 
his beautiful dark-bluish form with the charm of a 
million cupids. By the word guna , the Lord implies 
his four excellent qualities, viz. his enchanting 
flute, etc., which are not found in any other form of 
Godhead. By the word karma , the Lord implies his 
various jovial activities during such pastimes of love. 
By the word tathaiva (therefore), the Lord implies the 
hidden nature of these activities that are concealed 
even for the readers of the Vedas. Therefore, Brahma, 
the immediate creator of the Vedas, is being blessed, 
since he is otherwise incapable of understanding 
these secrets. Further proofs of the various attributes, 
pastimes, etc. of the Lord are as follows: 

In support of Krishna residing in Goloka, the 
scriptures say, 

“The abode of Goloka is the Lord’s own abode.” 
(. Brahma-samhita 5.46) 

“The Lord certainly resides in Goloka.” (. Brahma- 
samhita 5.37) etc. 
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In support of Krishna’s original form as a cowherd, 
the scriptures say, 

“Krishna assumes the form of a cowherd.” 
( Gautamiya-tantra ) 

“No other form of me can be compared to my 
form as a cowherd.” (. Brahmanda Purana) 

“The Lord appeared in front of Brahma as a 
cowherd.” ( Gopala-tapani Upanisad 1.28) 

In support of Krishna’s being the Lord of the gopts , 
the scriptures say, 

“[The gopts say] 'He is certainly our Lord.’” 
0 Gopala-tapani Upanisad 2.20) 

“ Gopts are consorts of Krishna.” ( Srimad 
Bhagavatam 10.33.7) 

“Krishna says, 'Gopts are my consorts.’” ( Srimad 
Bhagavatam 10.46.6) etc. 

In support of Krishna being the origin of madhurya- 
rasa , the scriptures say, 

“Lord Nrsimha represents parental affection, 
while the son of Nanda represents conjugal love.” 
( Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 2.5.119) 

“Krishna is the full embodiment of srhgara-rasa 
or madhurya-rasa” {Krsna-karnamrta 1.97) 
“From him, the adi-rasa (original rasa), 
madhurya-rasa, has originated.” ( Srimad 
Bhagavatam 1.1.1) 

“O friend! He is the personification of srhgara- 
rasa, madhurya-rasa” ( Glta-govinda 1.47) 
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In support of Krishna’s unmatched beautiful form, 
the scriptures say, 

“Krishna has a beautiful dark hue with 
inconceivable innumerable attributes.” (. Brahma- 
samhita 5.38) 

“Shyam is supremely beautiful” (Padyavali 83) 
“Krishna possesses the exquisite beauty of a 
million cupids.” ( Stava-mala ) 

“Krishna’s form is as blissful as a million cupids.” 
C Stava-mala ) 

In support of Krishna’s all-attractive flute, the 
scriptures say, 

“Krishna’s flute causes the occurrence of a great 
festival.” ( Gautamiya-stava-raja 13) 

“Krishna plays on his supremely enchanting 
flute.” (Padyavalt 46) etc. 

In support of Krishna’s conjugal pastimes of the 
rasa dance, the scriptures say, 

“Krishna, eager to experience the rasa dance, is 
now at Govardhan Hill.” ( Gautamiya stava-raja) 
“(Krishna says) 4 don’t know what happens to my 
mind and my heart when I enter the rasa dance.’” 
C Brhad-vamana Parana) 

“Krishna enjoyed the rasa dance with millions of 
gopist ’ (Ujjvala-nilamani 4.2) 

“The festive rasa dance commenced, with the gopts 
arrayed in a circle.” ( Srimad Bhagavatam 10.33.3) 
“All glories to the husband of the goddess of 
fortune, who is the ornament of the great circular 
array of the gopts’ rasa dance.” ( Bhavartha dipika 
commentary on Srimad Bhagavatam 10.29.1) etc. 0 

— Translated from the Sanskrit available at Gaudiya Grantha 
Mandira (http:/Avww.granthamandira.com) 

No Chance of Failure 

Sri Lakshmidhara 

hari-bhakti raja-marge guru-pada-nakha- 
candrika-dhaute sruti-janani-pada- 
paddhatim-anusaratam nah kutah skhalitam 

On the royal highway of devotional service to 
Lord Hari, cleansed by the brilliantly shining light 
of Sri Guru’s moon-like toenails, following the 
ways and directions given by a mother like Vedic 
literature, where is the question of our falldown? 0 

—Translated from Bhagavan-nanw-kaumiidi, Chapter 3. Edited by Goswami 
Sri Damodar Shastri. Published by Achyut Grantha Mala, Kashi. 1927. 
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Krishna Consciousness at Home 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

It is not very difficult to open a center for our 
activities. You can remain in any apartment as 
husband and wife and invite persons there to hear 
your chanting and topics; that is our center, and let it 
be gradually improved. I think this program will be 
very much suitable for you at the present moment. 
(Letter to Annapurna and Ananda, 4 September 1968) 
That boys and girls from the neighborhood are 
coming to help the temple activities is the good result 
of our attempts. The temple center is started just to 
present an example to the neighboring residents 
how they can make a small temple in each and 
every home. It is not necessary that hundreds and 
thousands of people will live in our temple, but 
if we can make an effective propaganda then the 
neighboring residents, householders, will be inclined 
to be initiated and follow the modes of temple life. 
So you encourage the visitors, boys and girls as well 
as married couples, to understand the value of life 
and how they can peacefully and happily live if they 
follow the routine worship method in the temple 
and establish this in their home to be happy in all 
respects. The Krishna consciousness movement 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


is actually an attempt to make all people happy 
generally, and becoming liberated in this life from 
material contamination, they’ll thus be eligible to 
enter into the kingdom of God after quitting this 
body. (Letter to Tamal Krishna, 1 June 1969) 
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With reference to the boys holding ktrtanas 
independently, our propaganda should be like that. 
That people may open different centers of their 
own, or each and every householder may have 
his own class at home. It is not that everyone is 
required to join the Society; they may take the idea 
from the Society and introduce in their private life. 
And if possible, let us sell to them the paraphernalia 
of kirtana , karatalas, mrdanga , deities, etc. (Letter 
to Mandali Bhadra, 2 April 1972) 

We want every house to be a temple, not that our 
place should be the only place for the people to 
come. No, this should be the process: that they learn 
at our place, and then establish the same thing at 
home. (Letter to Bhavananda, 14 April 1972) 
Householder life is also a perfect platform for 
rendering devotional service to Krishna. Any station 
of life — whether you are unmarried, married, 
or in any occupation of life — you can achieve 
the highest goal by adopting and practicing the 
principles of devotional service. You are married 
and your husband is striving to become a devotee 
of Krishna, so you become his devotee, that is the 
position of husband and wife, that the husband 
will become a great devotee of Krishna by his 
wife’s assistance, and the wife will take benefit and 
advance in spiritual life by serving her husband. 
You are anxious about the rules and regulations, 
but without rules and regulations there is more 
frustration. So it may be a little difficult at first, 
but if you are sincere to achieve the highest result 
of your lifetime, then you can be assured that by 
your efforts in Krishna consciousness that you will 
very quickly become happy more and more. The 
difficulties of this material world will shrink to no 
more than the size of a hoof-print left by a calf. 

Actually there is no difference between devotees 
living inside the temple and devotees living outside 
the temple. You are right that the important thing is to 
remember Krishna, whatever is your activity. So try to 
remember Krishna always by following the principles 
as you know them, namely, rising early, taking bath, 
cleansing, attending arati, reading scriptures at least 
one hour or two hours daily, chanting sixteen rounds 
on beads of Hare Krishna mantra, going for street 
sahktrtana , offering all your foodstuffs to Krishna, 
like that. In this way very quickly you will make 
progress in Krishna consciousness and become 
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very, very happy in your life. (Letter to Susan 
Beckham, 20 September 1972) 0 

Varnashrama Dharma 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda 
Swami Maharaja 

It is the order of the Supreme Lord that 
varnasrama-dharma should be established in 
the human society of baddha-jtvas , the conditioned 
souls of this material world, catur-varnyam maya 
srstam guna-karma-vibhagasah — One’s varna is 
not determined according to birth but is determined 
according to one’s guna and karma, qualities and 
activities. That is the order of the Supreme Lord in 
the Bhagavad-gita , and it should be followed in 
society. People should be taught real science. What 
is that? They should follow varnasrama-dharma 
under the expert guidance of a vaisnava-acarya. 

In Kali-yuga there are two types of varnasrama- 
dharma , daivt-varnasrama-dharma and asuri- 
varnasrama-dharma — divine varnasrama 
and demoniac varnasrama. Asun-varnasrama- 
dharma is now prominent. Daivt-varnasrama- 
dharma is destroyed in Kali-yuga. 

The purpose of varnasrama-dharma is 
samsiddhir hari-tosanam — one must offer the 
results of his activity for the pleasure of Lord Hari. 
If one uses the results of one’s activity for one’s 
own enjoyment, for one’s dharma, artha, kama, 
or moksa , then one is not following the principles 
of daivt-varnasrama-dharma. This is the principle 
of asun-varnasrama-dharma. If one acts selfishly 
— and even acting for moksa , for liberation, is 
selfish — that becomes duplicity, kapatya. This is 
what is going on in Kali-yuga. 

Bhakti performed under the regulation of 
daivt-varnasrama-dharma is gauna-bhakti, 
gauna-patha , an inferior, indirect path. Gauna- 
bhakti is a bhakti-patha , a path of devotion, but 
it is secondary, not chief. Varnasrama-dharma is 
meant for conditioned souls, not for liberated souls 
who are situated in their constitutional position. It 
is not pure devotion. 

By offering the fruits of one’s activity for the 
pleasure of Lord Hari, the heart will become 
purified of material desires. When one becomes 
free from desires for one’s own enjoyment and 
happiness, and under the guidance of a bona fide 
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guru utilizes the fruit of his activities for Lord Hari’s 
satisfaction, then one is elevated to the stage of 
pure devotion, suddha-bhakti. He will then inquire 
and put forward questions about the soul and 
the supersoul — tattva-jijhasa. A taste for hari- 
katha will develop. By these symptoms it may be 
understood that such a person is not in the category 
of varnasrama-dharma , but has gone above it. 
Therefore it is said that a vaisnava does not belong 
to any caste. One should never say that a vaisnava 
is a brahmana , ksatriya, vaisya or sudra. He is a 
vaisnava. A vaisnava is not under the modes of 
material nature. He is beyond them. 0 

— When Good Fortune Arises, p. 379-380. Lecture, Bhubaneshwar, 
3 November 1994. 



Srila Srinivas Acharya’s commentary on 
Srimad Bhdgavatam 2.933 - 34 

The next two verses of the catuh sloki are asfollows: 

aham evasam evagre nanyadyat sad-asatparam 
pascad aham yad etac ca yo ‘vasisyeta so ‘smy aham 

rte ‘rtham yatpratiyeta na pratiyeta catmani 

tad vidyad atmano mayam yathabhaso yatha tamah 


^ssKtfw-v ffmdrtd 


Brahma, it is I, the Personality of Godhead, 
who existed before the creation, when there was 
nothing but myself. Nor was there the material 
nature, the cause of this creation. That which you 
see now is also I, the Personality of Godhead, and 
after annihilation what remains will also be I, the 
Personality of Godhead. (33) 

O Brahma, whatever appears to be of any value, 
if it is without relation to me, has no reality. Know it 
as my illusory energy, that reflection which appears 
to be in darkness. (34) 

(Srila Srinivas Acharya comments on verse 33) 
aham eva purvokta-mahanubhavo gopala-rupt. 
agre sarva-loka-mukuta-mani-sri-golokakhya 
asam eva sri-rasa-ltlaya virajamana evavatistham, 
asudiptau atra nanyad ity adi sat sad-raksartham 
asura-vadhadi. asat prakrta-darsanadi. param 
nija-grhintsu gopisu paraktya-bhavam. tad evam 
mad-vinayat etac cajagad-adi sarvam ke kurvanti? 
tatrdhapascad aham sarva-loka-madhye muladhare 
sahkarsana-kamathadi-rupena, yo ’vasisyeta 
sarva-loka-madhye vilasa-purusa-gunavatara- 
lilavataravesa-prabhava-vaibhava-padmanabha- 
ksirodasayi-prabhrtayo ’msa-kala mama sarvam 
vidhasyanti, karya-karanayor abhedat, param ca 
svayam aham gokule sarvam karisyamiti bhavah 
Translation: (Krishna says), “It was me only 
(i aham eva) who existed in the glorious form of a 
cowherd boy before the creation ( agre ), in the crest- 
jewel abode of all abodes known as Sri Goloka, I 
was well situated, amidst the rasa-lila. None of my 
personal activities inanyat) were manifest in this 
world, such as protecting the devotees and killing 
the demons {sat), or my activities of appearing as 
an ordinary human {asat), or my demonstration of 
conjugal moods towards the married gopis {param)”. 

“So then who were in-charge of the world and its 
functions without me?” 

(Krishna replies to his own question), “When I’m 
not there directly {pascat), at that time my forms 
such as Sankarshan, Kurma, etc. handle the base 
{muladhara) of the universe. Remaining parts of 
the universe {yo \vasisyeta) are handled by my 
other forms such as my vilasa , purusa , guna , lila, 
avesa expansions, and other expansions such as 
Lord Padmanabha, Kshirodakasayi Vishnu, etc., 
perform all my work. Since, according to the 
Vedanta-sutra , there is no difference between the 
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cause and effect, and since I am the Supreme Lord, 
it should be understood that it is me ( aham ) who 
will do everything from Goloka.” 

(Srila Srinivas Acharya comments on verse 34) 
nanv imam artham sawe katham ndnubhavanti? 
tatraha — rte ’rtham iti. etad evaparama-kautukam 
tat tarn bhru-ksepena sakala-bhuvanam nakharagre 
nartayantim atmano mama may am vidyat. rte satye 
catmani mayi imam artham parama-purusartha- 
rupam premanam yat yasyah prabhavena na 
karoti. tatah prathama-padenanvayah. atmani 
atmaupamyesu stn-putradisu pratlyate karoti ca. 
vaipantye drstantah — yathabhasah ghatadi- 
jhanam na karoti, tamas tu karoty eva. mama 
mayaiva atmatisayena vidyat vidyam attiti. 

Translation: So a question arises here — “Why 
does everyone not experience all this greatness of 
yours?” Krishna replies to that by this verse by saying, 
“The greatest wonder, who makes the entire 
universe dance on her fingernails, by the simple 
movement of her eyebrows, is to be understood 
(vidyat ) as my material energy, known as Maya 
(i atmano maya). By her influence, one lives without 
(rte) pursuit (artham) of loving activities towards 
the Supreme Lord (catmani), seeing no good in 
them (napratiyeta). And by the same influence one 
invests love (pratiyeta) in one’s wife, son, etc. This 
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topsy-turvy phenomenon can be understood as 
follows: One who is a self realized (yathabhasah) 
soul does not distinguish between a mud-pot and a 
mud-plate, considering them both to be made out 
of mud, whereas the person in ignorance (yatha 
tamah) sees them as independent entities. In a 
similar way, my material energy eminently causes 
the concealment of all spiritual knowledge.” 0 

— Translated from the Sanskrit available at Gaudiya Grantha 
Mandira (http ://www. granthamandira. com) 

Rules for Purushottam Masa 

From the Sixteenth vilasa 
Of Hari-bhakti-vilasa 

bhavisyottare, 

adhimase tu samprdpte smrtva gopi-priyam harim 
suvarnam cajya-samyuktam trayastnhimd^pupakam 

dadyac ca veda-viduse srotriyaya kutumbine 
nasyaty akarane sighram punyam dvadasa-masajam 

In the Bhavishyottara Purana it is stated, “When 
purusottama-masa , also known as adhika-masa, 
an extra month, arrives, one should remember Lord 
Hari who is dear to the gopls , and should offer gold 
and thirty-three pastries and cakes cooked in pure 
ghee to families who are well-versed in the Vedas. 
Not doing so quickly destroys the piety accrued 
during the previous twelve months.” (16.437 - 438) 
Srila Sanatan Goswami’s Commentary: ad- 
himdso ndma mala-masas tasmin. tatra suvarnd- 
di-danasya nityatvam aha — nasyatlti. etad api 
sakta-visayakam eva. sarvesam api karmandm 
svata eva samartha-visayakatvad ity esa dik. 

Translation: Another name for adhika-masa is 
mala-masa. The second verse speaks about the 
need for regularly donating gold, etc. In this there 
are also considerations of one’s ability to donate. 
All such activities are automatically subject to con¬ 
siderations of one’s capacity. This is the direction 
shown by this verse. 0 

— Translated from the Sanskrit available at Gaudiya Grantha 
Mandira (http ://www. granthamandira. com). 
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“The Most Important Thing” 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

My special mission is to complete the Srimad 
Bhagavatam in sixty volumes, so the most 
important thing on the part of the International 
Society is to organize the sales propaganda for 
all the books that you are publishing. (Letter to 
Brahmananda, 20 February 1968) 

The most important thing, however, is to see that 
somehow or other the children are always engaged 
in some kind of Krishna conscious activity. Then 
they will naturally develop a taste for it and think 
it great fun even to work very hard for Krishna’s 
pleasure. (Letter to Svati, January 1972) 

The most important thing is that we must be ideal 
Krishna Conscious persons, and then we can attract 
others. (Letter to Jayatirtha, 1 May 1974) 

I request you to continue following all of the 
regulative principles staunchly and encourage all 
other of my disciples in your preaching area to do 
the same. This is the most important thing. (Letter 
to Revatinandana, 15 December 1974) 

But one thing that everyone should understand 
is that I am not so interested in selling incense as 
I am in selling books. Distribution of my books 

next column 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


is the most important thing. (Letter to Vipini, 19 
December 1974) 

The most important thing is to understand about 
the spirit soul which is within the body. (Lecture, 
Auckland, 14 April 1972) 

So therefore the most important thing is to make 
advancement in devotional service, to increase 
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the appetite for hearing. (Lecture, Vrindavan, 19 
October 1972) 

I wish that the Seattle temple be maintained as 
the most important thing, and there is no second 
man besides you to take charge of it. (Letter to 
Upendra, 11 March 1969) 

It is best to do the most ideal thing but whatever 
mode of living you choose the most important 
thing is to always remain one hundred percent 
in service of Radha-Krishna. (Letter to Ravindra 
Svarupa, 25 January 1972) 0 


Harmonizer of all 
Contradictions 



Srila Srinivas Acharya’s commentary on 
Srimad Bhdgavatam 2.935 

The next verse of the catuh sloki is as follows: 

yatha mahanti bhutani bhutesuccavacesv anu 
pravistany apravistani tatha tesu na tesv aham 

O Brahma, please know that the universal ele¬ 
ments enter into the cosmos and at the same time 
do not enter into the cosmos; similarly, I myself also 
exist within everything created, and at the same 
time I am outside of everything. 


(Srila Srinivas Acharya comments:) 

punar api mahasayah atmano vibhutva- 
paricchinnatve lilayah prakatatvaprakatatve 
drstantena nirupayati, yatha mahantiti. prthvy- 
dp-tejo-vdyv-akasani vibhuni paricchinnam ca. 
prakatany aprakatani ca. 

prthivl vyapika ananta-koti-brahmandatmika 
paricchinna lostradi-rupa.jalam vyapi kdrandrnava- 
rupath brahmandadharam karakadi-rupam. tejo 
vyapi suksmam brahmadi-ruparh, paricchinnam 
dtpa-sikhadi-rupam. vayur vyapi sarva-gatah 
paricchinno vatyadi-rupah. akasarh sarva-gatam 
vyapi, paricchinnam ghatakasadi-rupam. 

evam aham na cdntarna bahiryasya napurvam 
napi caparam [Srimad Bhagavatam 10.9.13] ity 
adina vibhuh. babandha prakrtam yatha [Srimad 
Bhagavatam 10.9.14] ity adinaparicchinnah. ananta- 
koti-brahmandantaryamitaya vibhuh, dvibhuja- 
caturbhujadi-rupataya paricchinnah. tatha hi, 
vibhur api bhuja-yugmotsahga-paryapta-murtih 
[Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu 2.1.198] acintyananta- 
saktitvat.param prthivyady-apahcikrtas tan-matra- 
gandhadi-rupah pravista adrsyah suksma-rupah 
yogi-pratyaksah. apravistas ca sthula-rupapahcikrta 
murtamattvdc ca. evam aham virad antarydmitaya 
pravistah, dvibhujadi-rupapravistah. 

tatha ca gitopanisadi (vibhutve) vistabhyaham 
idam krtsnam ekamsena sthitojagat [Bhagavad-gita 
10.42], tsvarah sarva-bhutanam hrd-dese ’rjuna 
tisthati [Bhagavad-gita 18.61], ity adi. mam evaye 
prapadyante may dm etam taranti te [Bhagavad- 
gita 7.14], mam aprapyaiva kaunteya [Bhagavad- 
gita 16.20], mam krsna-rupam paricchinnam. 
param ca yad vag aha sanrint. akasa-vanya 
dikam api sruyate tad aparicchinnasya. evam 
mama lilaya api aparicchinnatva-paricchinnatve, 
yatha sadanantaih prakasaih svair lllabhis ca sa 
dwyati [Laghu bhagavatamrta 1.7.15] ity atrananta- 
sabdenaparicchinnatvam gokule mathurayam 
ca dvaravatyam tatah kramat sndharah [10 
upakramanika 6] ity anena paricchinnatvam. 
kvacitprakatatvam kvacid aprakatatvam, yatha — 
mathura bhagavan yatra nityam sannihito harih 
[Srimad bhagavatam 10.1.28] ity adina prakata- 
Ulayam dvarakayam sriyah-patih sva-janmana 
cahkramanena cahcati [Srimad bhagavatam 
1.10.26] iti dvarakd-vasi-vartamana-kala-prayogat 
gokule ca. aprakata-nitya-lila sucyate iti dik. 
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Translation: Once again, majestic Krishna is 
demonstrating the pastimes of his simultaneously 
omnipresent yet localized, visible yet invisible 
nature in this verse. The five elements (earth, 
water, fire, air and ether) exhibit this quality of 
simultaneous omnipresence and localization, 
conceivability and inconceivability as follows: 

In its omnipresent and inconceivable form, 
earth is manifest as the underlying substance of 
the infinite universes, whereas in its localized and 
conceivable form, earth is manifest in the form of 
chunks of soil, etc. 

In its omnipresent and inconceivable form, water 
is manifest as the water of the karana ocean, etc., 
which sustains the universe, whereas in its localized 
and conceivable form, water conforms to the shape 
of our daily utensils, viz. glasses, cups, etc., and is 
visualized in that way. 

In its omnipresent and inconceivable form, fire is 
manifest as the gleam of the brahma-jyoti, etc., and 
in its localized and conceivable form, fire is manifest 
in the form of the flame burning on lamp-wicks, etc. 

In its omnipresent and inconceivable form, air is 
present everywhere around us, and in its localized 
and conceivable form it manifests itself in the form 
of wind [which makes itself visible by carrying dust 
and other objects with itself]. 

In its omnipresent and inconceivable form, ether 
manifests as the all-pervading sky, whereas in its 
localized and conceivable form, it takes on the 
shape of various containers [since containers limit 
the sky by restricting it in a certain shape]. 

Krishna says — “It is me, whose omnipresence 
and inconceivability is described in the following 
verse of the Bhagavatam (10.9.13): 

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead has no 
interior or exterior, no beginning and no end.” 

And Krishna continues, “It is me, whose 
localization and conceivability is described in the 
immediate next verse (10.9.14): 

“He is bound to the mortar just like an ordinary child. ” 

In his form as the virata-purusa-rupa he is the 
underlying soul of the universe, omnipresent and 
inconceivable, whereas he can be conceived in his 
various two-handed and four-handed forms. The 
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu( 2.1.198) supports this fact 
by saying, “He who is omnipresent and all-pervasive 
is now playing in his fully manifested form within 
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the limits of the arms of Mother Yashoda.” This 
simultaneous harmonization of opposing natures is 
possible only by his infinite inconceivable potencies. 

Furthermore, when these five elements (earth, 
water, etc.) are in their dissolved states, they exist 
only in their tan-matra forms (ether exists only as 
sound; air exists as sound and touch; fire exists as 
sound, touch and form; water exists as sound, touch, 
form and taste; earth exists as sound, touch, form, 
taste and smell). In these states they are known as 
pravista (invisible) and are perceived only by the 
yogis , and when these five elements are in their 
non-dissolved states they take on these apravista 
manifestations (earth, water, etc.) that are visible to 
all. Similarly, the Supreme Lord in the form of his 
virata-purusa-rupa is inconceivable (perceived 
only by the yogis'), whereas in his two-handed and 
four-handed forms he is conceivable to one and all. 

The omnipresence of Krishna is proven in the 
following verses of the Bhagavad-gita : 

“With a single fragment of myself I pervade and 
support this entire universe.” (. Bhagavad-gita 10.42) 
“The Supreme Lord is situated in everyone’s heart, 
O Arjuna!” (. Bhagavad-gita 18.61) etc. 

The simultaneous localized presence of Krishna 
is also supported by the following verses: 

“Those who have surrendered unto me can easily 
cross beyond material nature. ” (Bhagavad-gita 7.14) 
“But, O son of Kunti, demoniac people can never 
approach me.” (Bhagavad-gita 16.20) 

In these two verses (7.14 and 16.20), the word 
mam (me) should be taken to mean Krishna’s 
manifested two-handed form. 

And furthermore, the voice that comes from 
Krishna’s body is a proof of his conceivability. The 
same voice when it comes in the form of akasa- 
vani (voice in the sky, similar to the one heard by 
Kamsa during the marriage procession of Devaki 
and Vasudeva) is a proof of his inconceivability. 

Similarly, Krishna’s pastimes are also in this 
framework of conceivability and inconceivability. 
Proof of inconceivability is given in the Laghu- 
bhagavatamna (1.7.15) as follows, 

“The Lord eternally displays his divine pastimes.” 
In this verse of the Laghu-bhagavatamrta , the 
word ananta (endless) specifies the limitlessness 
of Krishna’s transcendental pastimes. 
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On the other hand, Srila Sridhar Swami’s 
commentary says, “Krishna displayed pastimes 
first in Gokula, then in Mathura, and finally in 
Dwaraka.” This statement (indicative of Krishna’s 
earthly pastimes) is a proof of the conceivability of 
Krishna’s pastimes. In these pastimes, he appears 
somewhere and disappears from some place. 

Other proofs of Krishna’s pastimes being eternal 
and inconceivable are as follows: 

“The city and district of Mathura are very intimately 
connected with Krishna, for Lord Krishna lives there 
eternally.” (Srimad Bhagavatam 10.1.28) 

“The husband of the goddess of fortune has 
taken his birth and is wandering in his childhood 
in Mathura.” ( Srimad Bhagavatam 1.10.26). 

Both these verses from the Bhagavatam , 
especially the present tense used in the word 
cahcati (is wandering) in Srimad Bhagavatam 
1.10.26, indicate that Krishna’s pastimes are eternal 
and inconceivable. 0 

— Translated from the Sanskrit available at Gaudiya Grantha 
Mandira (http: //www. granthamandira. com) 

Dvaita and Advaita 

Srila Bhahtivinode Thakura 

Many people think that the philosophy of advaita- 
vada is advaya-jhana , non-dual knowledge. But this 
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Srila Thakur Bhaktivinode 


is not a fact. The philosophy of kevaladvaita-vada is 
opposed to the Vedas. The philosophy of oneness 
is established in many places in the Vedas and the 
philosophy of eternal separation is also established 
in many places in the Vedas. Vedic literature is perfect 
knowledge; there is no possibility of any contradiction. 
The Vedas conclude that simultaneous oneness and 
difference are eternal and perfect, because of the incon¬ 
ceivable potency of the Supreme Brahman. Thus, the 
material world and the living entities are simultaneously 
one with and different from the Supreme Brahman. 

Dvaita and advaita are simultaneously a fact. 
Therefore, in the science of oneness there is a differ¬ 
ence between matter and spirit, and in the science of 
the self the minute spirit souls are eternally different 
from the Supreme Lord. One who knows the truth of 
oneness and difference has nothing more to know. 
When one realizes the conclusion of acintya-bhedab- 
heda , one automatically achieves advaya-jhana or 
non-dual knowledge. The living entity who is the 
seer cannot see anything separate from the Absolute 
Truth. When he is under the control of material vi¬ 
sion he only sees a difference in them. Since matter 
is an eternally perfect element, it appears separate 
from consciousness. This is called dvaita-jhana. 0 

— Excerpt from Bhaktivinode Vani Vaibhava. Published by Isvara 
Dasa, Touchstone Media, 2008. 



Drawing by Anuradha Dasi 








Fortnightly email mini-magazine /mm GopaIJiu Publications 


Issue No. 284 


Sri Parama Ekadasi 


12 September 2012 


4 —i 

r -1 

- 1 - 4 

GO 

* f—1 

x: 


•Krishna Moving 


His Divine Grace A.C . Bhaktivedanta Sun mi Prahhupada 


• Knowing the Greatest Seguei 


Sri!a Sri) liras Acharya's commentary on Sri mad Bhagavatam 2.936 

* Glories of Srimati Rai>hara.\J 


A selection of verses from Srila Rupa Gosu 'ami s Fady avail 


Circulation 5,975 



Krishna Movies 

His Divine Grace A. C. Blmklwedanta 
Swami Prabhnpada 

These films are very nice and they can be effectively 
l ised for onr preaching work. Generally |xx :>ple en jciy 
seeing any film. Bui when a film has something 
substantial such as our Krishna conscious philosophy 
to offer, then it becomes a real pleasure. Therefore 
our films should be the most popular films ever 
produced, (.Letter to Yadubara, 25 December 19 - i. 1 
So far your film projects are concerned, the one 
consideration is that the management of Washington 
temple shouldn't suffer, but rather should actually 
improve its position. If that is the case and you can 
somehow or other find the required time, then I 
have no objection if you take up this film-making 
business. No doubt there could be some positive 
propaganda work done in this direction, ( Letter lo 
Damodar. f September 19 — 1 - ) 

Your idea for film distribution is also good, so do it 
nicely in cooperation with the GBC. 1 am very much 
anxious that at the same time as you carry oul all 
these outside activities you are maintaining a strict 
schedule of temple activities. Such regular activities 
like attendance at arnti, chanting of rou nds, and study 
of literatures in the class will keep you fit for effective 
preaching work in the outer field. Our standard of 
purity must lx. 1 kept: otherwise there will be loss of 
spiritual strength and subsequent fall down, Every 
one of you should l>e thoroughly convinced of the 
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power of tl ic I Jare Krishna mantra to protect you in all 
circumstances, and you should chant accordingly at 
all times without offense. Then advancement will be 
swift and you will gradually come to see everything 
clearly so that you may act for the pleasure of the 
Lord without uncertainty. When one is spontaneously 
engaged in this way, always in the service of the 
Lord and anxious to avoid all mundane activities, 
one actually experiences the taste of bliss in Krishna 
consciousness. (Letter to Damodai , 10 January 1971.) 

Regarding Lite motion picture, it is a great 
opportunity, and if they actually want to do 
something wonderful 1 can come there personally 
and see to its direction. If it is an important film 1 
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think my personal direction is necessary. If not, then 1 
iliink you can send me a synopsis of the script so that 
there may be nothing objectionable from the start, 
li this film is properly done it will be very profitable, 
even from the commercial point of viewy and if they 
are interested, we can give them hundreds of stories 
from Lite Bhdgauatam which will make wonderful 
films, and simultaneously the people will 1 >e ed ueated 
to the proper religious and moral standard. So 
please try very seriously for this and I think Krishna 
will give you all intelligence and facility. (Letter to 
Shyamsunder, 22 September 19*7(1) SI 



Srila Srinivas Achatya’s commentary on 
Srimad. Bhagavatam 2 . 9-36 

Ilia final verse i)i the catuh slokl commentary of 
Srila Sri}! was Ac h ary a is as follows: 

eta i ad a. 'c t jijhds \ a rit tan va -jijfieisu n at nun tali 
twraya-iyutiretkdbhydm vat sytli Sumatra sari add 

A person \v ho is searching after the Supreme Abso¬ 
lute Truth, the Personality of Godhead, must certain¬ 
ly search for it tip to this, in all circumstances, in all 
space and lime, and both directly and indirectly. (36) 


s fi 

Srila Srinivas Acharya comments on this verse; 
tad eram madhnrena samara yet — etdvad 
eveti. dtmano mama tattvaihpiln:obtam sitgopyam 
sarva guhyetiameim paramet rahasyam jijhdsuud 
jdatum icchund sisyena etdvad eta jijddsyam 
— punah pin tar jiidletryetdr kutah param astu? 
para ma sddhaua para met pit rusdrtha vicar a 
uipitua sri bhdgarata rabta rasikdsahga semgi 
prasaunojjvala citta jiretni bhfda gorinelet pdda 
pa dm a sudhdsvdda ka sri caitauya candra 
carandbja cetficariba sri rddhd pada nakha 
ca t idI 'a cabo t a sri gun it ah siksa niyam. pun obta) ? i 
era , sri brsiia If Id rahetsya svakiyd para bird, 
gopisi i pa rabi)-d hhd vetdiba m ndnyat. 

ben a praka renal' ity aha —- a nr ay a 
vyat irekd hhydm. a nvay ena a nugam anena 
a mi set enetyarthah. vyalirebena visisteua atirebeua 
aulbatyeua. yal sri gitrur anugamauam sancitra 
sarua hhajarut sddhane anusetrauam satrade! 
sarret kdlena jirane met rente vipadi sampadi 
dure nikate diuddau uisddau sahhirtanddau 
niahd prasdde auusileute ity ddi. ala era t as mad 
gurum prapadyela Srimad Bhagavatam 11.3 21 1 
ity ddi. tatra bhdgaratdu dharmdu sibsed gun 
alma dairatal/ /Srimad Bhagavatam 11. 3-22J, 
gurur era dtmd daivatam ca. tasmai sri git rave 
uamah ye mayd gurund tided taranty an jo 
bftend met ram /Srimad Bhagavatam 10.80.33]. 
yathdham jhdna do git nth 1Srimad Bhagavatam 
10.80.32j gitror anugrahenaiva punieih. hart 
guru carandrarindet yitgaldnusilanena 

lx!kit l d 11 ad a roj as \ n na sytiei gun t-paddt 11 huje 
smtairapy asya sac-chdstrnih krsne himbtir na jdyate 

ha nr era git nth. gurur era harih. guru barn a 
dharetm /Srimad Bhagavatam / 1.20.17] gurusu 
itara malih /Padma Purdna/, gumr a raj fid sntti 
seistra nindanamj Padma Purana/, dcdiyam mam 
vijdniydt /Srimad Bhagavatam 11.17.20} ity ddi. 
bith bahund? ndsti leittvetm guretu param iti dib 
Translation: And now, the Lord concludes his 
instructions sweetly (madhnrena samdpayet) in 
this verse. The Lord says - "The truth Uattra) that l 
spoke earlier about myself ( dtmanah) is extremely 
confidential, the greatest {parama) ot all secrets, 
and those who are desirous iet diet el era jijudsyam) 
of knowing it, such disciples (led tret jijndsund) 
should make it known to themselves repeatedly.” 

! low is it the greatest secret? ! hat is 10 be known 
from the guru who is expert in the analyzing the 












Sri ZKri'km-k&tk^rita. 'Smdn 

greatest means to achieve the topmost goal of 
life, who is always associating with those expert 
relishers ot Srimad Bhdgavalam. who is effulgent 
and joyously disposed, who is the relisher of the 
nectar of the lotus feet of Sri Govinda, and who is 
a bumblebee at the lotus feel of Sri ChaiLanya and 
a cakora bird at the moonlike nails of Sri Rad ha is 
lotus feet. This secret of Lord Krishna's pastimes is 
divided into svaklya and parnkiya. These should 
I :*c understood — especially the parclklyd mood of 
the gopis —and nothing else. 

flow should these be understood? The Lord 
says thaL they should be understood through 
direct {am.'aya) and indirect (vyatirekd) means. 
Direct means (cmvaya) include direct sendees, 
and indirect means ( uyrttirek.d) include intense 
eagerness for achieving die goal. 

Sri Guru is the one who should always be followed 
in all respects. In ail matters of bhajana , he should be 
followed. In all times (sarvadd), in situations of life 
or death, during prosperity or misfortune, whether 
he is near or far away, day and night, during activities 
such as chanting, honoring maim prasdda. etc., Sri 
Gum should always be followed. 

I herefore, the Bhdgavalam says, "Therefore, seek 
the shelter of a spiritual master." ( SnnurdBhdgai'idemi 
11.3-21) and. "One should learn the science of 
devotional service from him, as lie is the worshipable 
deity of the soul. 1 ( Sri ma dBhdgavalam 11.3-22) 
Also, “Those who listen to my (Krishna's) words in 
tiie form of guru s instructions easily cross over the 
ocean of material existence." (Srimctrf Bhdgavalam 
10.80.33), and, "The spiritual master is my (Kristina's) 
own form.” ( Sri mad Bhdgavalam 10.80.32) 

So it is to be understtxxl tliat only through Sri 
Guru's pleasure, and by sending the lotus feet of 
Sri Guru and Sri E lari, ill a t one attai ns comp lete 
realization of these secrets. 

One who does not have unflinching devotion 
towards the lotus feet of Sri Guru wont develop 
krsHti hhaklL despite hearing lire various scriptures. 

Lord 1 lari is Sri Guru, and Sri Guru is Lord I lari. 
The Bhdgavalam says, “The guru is the captain 
of the ship which takes us across the ocean of 
birth and death.” iSrimad Bhdgavalam 11.20,1?) 
“One should never consider the guru an ordinary 
person." ( Pad met Pin ana) "One should not disobey 
the guru or disregard the scriptures.” (Padma 
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Pit rand) “One should know the guru as myself 
(Krishna)." (Srlmad Bhdgavalam 11.17.20) etc. 

What more should be said? I here is nothing 
greater than sendee to guru, and Lhat's all that is to 
lx. 1 understood, 

— Translated from Lhc Sanskrii available lil Ga Lidiya Gran ilia 
M :indira 1 h l ip: \\ w w.granLlsail tandira. u mi j. 



Glories of Srluati Radhara.ni 

A s elec lion of verses from Sriltt Rupa 
Gos tt'tim i ’s Padyft t 1 aft 

muraham saltasd-gari> ml 
hat ham ira vdeyah ktirahga-sdvdksyali 
idtedii i tut t 'a -pa i iidpi 
prema-dhumth le samudvahaii 

O Krishna! 1 low can 1 describe the greatness of 
fawn-eyed Rad ha's love for you? liven though she 
has fallen into the ocean of suffering, she still loves 
you deeply,” (190) 

kds-kaldsu kusald uagare mumrer 
ahlnm-iiimja-drsah kali id na sand 
rad he tvayd mahad akdri lapo yad esa 
ddmodams itay l para lit paramdnumgah 

I le will not take care of the calves. I le does nt>t 
plav the flute. He is not pleased by the cot ding 
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breezes blowing inLo the forest from tbe Yamuna 
River. He sits in the forest grove with tiis head 
bowed down. O beautiful girl, in bis heart the son 
of Nan da sighs for you. (193) 

snhhaga bhtimia ftpdye tasyujmlat-smam-pdmbe py 
ahft ini visa! d premddhikyath cimtpmhiui-kyiam 
tava lit hrdaye site py evam sadaiva mukftdpiaye 
mama sahacan sd nihsnehd mandg apt na siftiid 

O handsome Krishna, Radha's heart burns with 
love for you. You eternally stay in her heart. On 
the other hand, your heart is always very cool and 
cheerful. My unloved friend Rad ha is never allowed 
to enter there even fora moment, (244) 

(/ltd ?oc\ a prem n aft patina tint ai iddj t ] a si i h i dc is 
tmmkdnde man ah kim Hi sarale. preyasi kit a ft 
samdkrstd hy ete t'irafta-dahai t odbft dsn ra-sikhah 
st a-haslcndhgards lad alant adhandranya-n tdiiaih 

O pious girl, first yt:>u refuse t<i see 1 1 is love, then you 
insult your friends, and now you are suddenly angry 
witl 1 y< >u r 1 over. StilI, i can see that you are I turning i n 
the flames of separation from Krishna, and your anger 
at him is like crying in the wilderness. (230) 

hfim-bhaiigf> gt tniias dram na) m tapir ahh i ustai ? ? aimlanai ? i 
nxldhnm siksiktm adasvna hasitam mmtne 'bhiptgah kilah 
dhainvm kaitum apt sthin-fatam idam cetah hatimhein inapt 
bat tdho 11 icma-j xn igi nhv / xuikarah siddftis tudaii vdhite 
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Rad ha ran: watches over her father's cotvs 


Radii a rani said: l repeatedly practiced knitting 
my eyebrows. 1 studied how to stare will tout blink¬ 
ing. Again and again 1 practiced remaining silent 
with a sarcastic smile. 1 studied how lo keep my 
heart steady and not lose my composure. I can 
practice how to be angry with Krishna, but my 
final success still remains in the hands of fate. (232) 

sahgania-t imha-thkalpe 
vamm tka trtraho na sahgamdn tasya 
ekah sa eva sange 

tri-bftuvanam api tan-mayam tirafte 

Separation from Krishna is I letter than meeting 
him. When l meet him there is only one Krishna, 
but when 1 am separated from him Lhe three worlds 
become filled with Krishnas. (.240) 

l y/s) xnnitisaniltdpitas \ a inansai ?! iismbdhatn akantttahi 
gat dial i di tram i tfxdsaio innfticmvm n at il i a f :as\ami apt 
tac chuuye}ntnardgatasiui hhavanepranas ta eva slhifah 
sakityah tiasyata jiriia-pranayim damhhad aha lit rodinti 

Radi lautni said: W ] len ENiisI ina was al * aiL u > leave and 
I heard him say. "Now J will go. 1 remained peacefi.il, As 
he was leaving he a inline ally fixed 1 iis eyes on me, even 
from a distance, and l responded I iv ignoring him and 
turning from him. When l returned to my empty house, 
tl le breatl i was sLill present in my bexly. O friends, k x >k! 1. 

whik veonly myo\\n life, am p leiencl ing u icy. ( 32 3) 

— Trail sidled by Kuhukralliii Das. Sanskril Liken frx)in Gaudiya 
GmnUiii MandLm (ln.L]5: vvw\v.griinlli3-iriKL[i(iira.eoni) 
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The Glories of Srila Jiva Goswami 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Sri Jiva Goswami was such a big scholar in 
philosophy that there was no one like him, and no 
one expects that there will be a similar philosopher 
and learned scholar in the future. He was such a 
big personality that big mayavadts were afraid of 
Jiva Goswami’s logic and argument to establish the 
vaisnava philosophy. (Lecture, 13 June 1976.) 0 

All Alphabets in Krishna’s Service 

Srila Rupa Goswami 

In this composition from the Stava-mala, Srila Rupa 
Goswami glorifies Lord Krishna in all alphabets of the 
Sanskrit language. The translations follow the directions 
shown by Srila Jiva Goswami in his commentary. 

acyuta jay a jaya drta-krpa-maya 
indra-makhardana iti-visatana 

[3rf /a] — All glories, all glories to the infallible 
Lord (acyuta); [3rR7 a\ — to he who is merciful upon 
the distressed (artd). ^/t] — to the cmsher of the 
sacrifice of Indra ( indra-makhardana ); f^/3—to the 
destroyer of distress caused by droughts or floods (iti); 

ujjvala-vibhrama urjita-vikrama 
rddhi-dhuroddhara fbhu-daya-para 

[3/w] — to the beautifully effulgent ( ujjvala ); 
[3>/ u] — to the valorously effulgent ( urjita ); 37/d — 
to he who is full of all opulences (; rddhi ); 37/d — to 
he who shows great mercy on the demigods (;fbhu ); 


next column ^ 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Idiva-krpeksita llvadalaksita 
edhita-vallava aindava-kula-bhava 

[C5//] — to he who shows himself by his mercy, 
just as the alphabet / in Sanskrit becomes visible in 
the root krp to form words like klpta Qt-iva); 

[Translator’s Note: According to Panini’s rule 
8.2.18 ( krpo ro lah ), the alphabet / replaces the 
alphabet rin the root kfp. By this rule, words like 
krp transform into kip. Moreover, the verb krp also 
denotes the act of showing mercy. So just like / 
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Nimai Pandit and his teacher Ganga Prasad 


becomes visible through the root krp , Krishna 
becomes visible through his mercy ( krp ).] 

[C \l\l ] — to he who is imperceptible to the 
mundane senses, just like the long ll sound in 
Sanskrit Qlvat-alaksita)\ 

[Translator’s Note: The long ll sound cannot 
actually be pronounced by mundane senses, and 
therefore grammarians reject it and accept only 
the short l sound. Hence, the sound ll becomes 
imperceptible by mundane senses, just like Krishna.] 
R/ e] — to he who causes the good fortune of the 
gopas to increase ( edhita ); ft^/ai] — to he who is 
born in the dynasty of the moon ( aindava ); 


ojah-sphurjita augrya-vivarjita 
amsa-visahkata astapada-pata 


[3Tt/o] — to he who is full of transcendental 
energy and vigor (ojaK)\ [3fty au] — to he who is 
devoid of any dreadfulness ( augrya); [3rf /am] — to 
he who has broad, strong shoulders ( arhsa ); [3rf:/ 
ah] — to he who is decorated with cloth having the 
hue of gold ( astapada)-, 


kahkana-yuta-kara khandita-khala-vara 
gati-jita-kuhjara ghana-ghusrnambara 


& /ka] — to he whose hands are decorated with 
exquisite bangles ( kahkana)\ fi^/kha] — to he who 
causes the pride of the demons to be crippled ( kharjdita ); 
PI /ga\ —to he whose gait defeats an elephant’s beautiful 
gait (gati); P Vgha ]—to he whose garments are marked 
with kumkuma marks of a deep shade (ghana)\ 

huta-murall-rata cala-cilll-lata 
chalita-satl-satajalajodhhava-nuta 

&/ha] — to he who is engrossed in playing the 
sweet flute (huta muralt)\ V^/ca\ — to he who has 
eyebrows that are restless ( cala ); [^5/ cha\ — to he 
who caused the vow of chastity of innumerable gopTs 
to be forsaken ( chalita ); F$/ja ]—to he who is praised 
by the lotus-born Lord Brahma (jalajodhhava ); 

jhasa-vara-kundala hohuyita-dala 
tahkita-hhudhara thani-bhanana-vara 

1^1/ jha ] — to he who is decorated with earrings 
in the shape of sharks ( jhasa-vara ); l^T/ ha] — to he 
who [during the cow-herding pastime] repeatedly 
plays on instruments made out of tree-leaves 
( hohuyita)-, [<^/ ta] — to he who lifted the great 
hill Qahkita); [ <5/ tha] — to he who has a face 
resembling the round moon Qha-nibha ); 
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Sri y^kl^-lwikmrfa ^IkcIk 

damara-ghatahara dhakkita-karatala 
nakhara-dhrtacala tarala-vilocana 

{§/deft — to he who [during govardhana-llla] 
drove away the clouds ( damara-ghata ); tf£/dha] 
— to he who [during the cow-herding pastime] 
plays a small drum with his hands ( dhakka)\ FT/ 
na] — to he who held the Govardhan hill on the 
tip of his nail ( nakhard)\ FT/ ta] — to he who has 
beautiful eyes that glisten (, tarald)\ 

thutkrta-khahjana danuja-vimardana 
dhavala-vardhana nanda-sukhaspada 

m/tha] — to he whose eyes cause the beauty 
of the khanjana bird to be totally undervalued 
0 thutkrta ); [C*7 da] — to he who destroys the demons 
C danuja ); ['tf/dha] — to he who protects and 
nourishes the cows ( dhavala ); FT/ na\ — to he who 
brings joy to Nanda Maharaja ( nanda-sukhaspada ); 

pahkaja-sama-pada phani-nuti-modita 
bandhu-vinodita bhahguritalaka 

FT/pa] — to he who has beautiful feet resembling 
lotus flowers ( pankajd)', FF /pha] — to he who 
was pleased by the prayers of the hooded [Kaliya] 
snake ( phani)\ [^/ba] — to he who revels in the 
association of his friends ( bandhu ); F"T/bha] — 
to he who is decorated with a host of curly hair 
( bhangurita-alakd ); 

mahjula-malaka yasti-lasad-bhuja 
ramya-mukhdmbuja lalita-visarada 

FT/ ma] — to he whose neck is decorated with a 
beautiful forest flower garland ( manjula-malaka ); 
ffl/ya] — to he who in his right hand holds a stick 
for herding cows ( yasti)\ [T/ra] — to he who has 
a beautiful lotus-like face ( ra my a-mukhdmb uja ); 
[(5/la] — to he who is expert in all kinds of 
knowledge ( lalita-visaradci)\ 

vallava-rangada sarmada-cestita 
satpada-vestita saraslruha-dhara 

[^/va] — to he who gives ecstatic mellows to 
the cowherd men ( vallavd)-, [^T/ sa] — to he whose 
pastimes bestow joy upon the devotees ( sarmada- 
cestita ); [^T/ sa] — to he who is surrounded by 
bumblebees (. satpadd)\ (B/sa] — to he who holds 
a lotus flower ( sarastruha ); 

haladhara-sodara ksanada-gunotkara 


Cssnt^wd tHgKcirtci tigkhj'jwt, 


F}/ ha I—to the associate of Lord Balarama ( haladhard)-, 
[ 81 / ksa \—and to he whose qualities bestow a festival of 
happiness at every moment (ksanadd)\ 0 

— Translated from the Sanskrit available at Gaudiya Grantha 
Mandira (http://www.granthamandira.com). 



Sri Jivasiitakam 

Sri Bhaktikinkar Sridhar (Krishnadas) 

budha bhakta-ganarcita pada-yugam 
para-dharma susiksaka-visva-gurum 
vipull-krta gaurava visva-bhuvarh 
pranamdmi sada prabhu jlva-padam 

Unto the two lotus feet worshipped by learned 
devotees; to the bona-fide instructor of transcendence 
for the entire humanity; to he whose glories are 
spread throughout the world; to my master Srila Jiva 
Goswami, I offer my humble obeisances. 

dvija-varya kuloddhava-candra-pure 
nrpa-bala siromani rupa-dhrtam 
sisu-keli sada rata krsna-gune 
pranamami sada prabhu jlva-padam 

To the prince who is the crest-jewel born in a revered 
family of brahmins hailing from Chandradwip; to he 
who even as an infant was always immersed in the 
qualities of Lord Krishna; to my master Srila Jiva 
Goswami, I offer my humble obeisances. 

jita-komala-campaka-puspa-tanum 
mukha-candra-samujjvala citta-haram 
suramartya-manohara-rupa-dhpam 
pranamami sada prabhu jlva-padam 















Photo by Indradyumna Swami 


' Jrme'Ews ^Hundred "Eighty-jive, r Pc^e — 4 



Srila Jiva Goswami's japa mala 


To he who has a transcendental body of the 
complexion and softness of a campaka flower; to 
he whose effulgent moon-like face steals away the 
heart; to he who possesses an exceptionally divine 
enchanting form; to my master Srila Jiva Goswami, 
I offer my humble obeisances. 

salilakta-guru-smrti-netra-yugam 
tulasl kila sobhita kantha-varam 
kaviraja-ganaih parisevya-padam 
pranamdmi sada prabhu jlva-padam 

To he who is decorated with teary eyes in the 
remembrance of his guru; to he whose glorious neck 
is decorated with tulasl beads; to he whose feet are 
well-served by a host of devotee poets; to my master 
Srila Jiva Goswami, I offer my humble obeisances. 
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guru-rupa-sanatana dasya-param 
paramadrta-vallabha-vipra-sutam 
paramartha-parayana pujya-padam 
pranamdmi sada prabhu jlva-padam 

To the topmost servant of his spiritual masters—Srila 
Rupa Goswami and Srila Sanatan Goswami; to the son 
of the most venerable brahmin named Sri Vallabha; to 
he whose feet are served by those who are exclusively 
attached to the highest goal of life; to my master Srila 
Jiva Goswami, I offer my humble obeisances. 

abhimdna samunnata citta-haram 
chala-bhakti-gajantaka simha-varam 
vraja-bhakti-visarada pujya-param 
pranamdmi sada prabhu jlva-padam 

To he who removes the arrogance and pride from 
one’s consciousness; to the great lion who kills 
the elephant of show-bottle devotion; to the most 
revered expert devotee in the mood of devotion 
of Vrindavan; to my master Srila Jiva Goswami, I 
offer my humble obeisances. 

harinama-samanvita-citra-param 
anusasana sastra su-gumphanakam 
jagad-ujjvala-klrti gunadhya varam 
pranamdmi sada prabhu jlva-padam 

To he who weaves variegated garlands of 
instructional spiritual literature that are replete 
with the names of Lord Hari; to he whose excellent 
glories are known all around the world; to my master 
Srila Jiva Goswami, I offer my humble obeisances. 

hari-bhakti-sarovara hamsa-varam 
vraja-mahjari-bhava vilasa-varam 
karunakara-taraka patra-varam 
pranamdmi sada prabhu jlva-padam 

To the excellent swan in the lake of devotional 
service to Lord Hari; to Vilas Manjari, absorbed in 
the mood of a manjari in Vrindavan; to the foremost 
container and fountainhead of mercy; to my master 
Srila Jiva Goswami, I offer my humble obeisances. 0 

—As seen in the precincts of Sri Sri Radha Damodar Temple, Vrindavan. 
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Krishna’s Kindness 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Sometimes Krishna may put us into some 
difficulty just to purify us and force us to advance 
in Krishna consciousness. The devotee should 
always see his difficulty in this light, that Krishna 
is so kind upon me for creating this condition of 
struggling, thus He is relieving me of so many 
billions of lifetimes of sinful reactions by this 
very insignificant and temporary condition of 
suffering something. 0 
— Letter to Vaikunthanath. 29 December 1972. 

Coping with Calamities 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

I have received your letter dated 15 th Asadha and 
have came to know about your material problem. 
As we proceed in life doing our duty, sometimes 
distress and happiness comes and endangers us. 

At the time of mundane calamities, God becomes 
the object of our shelter and he gives the opportunity 
to serve him. Bhagavad-gita says: 

catur-vidha bhajante mam janah sukrtino ‘rjuna 
arto jijhasur artharthi jhdni ca bharatarsabha 

O best among the Bharatas, four kinds of pious men 
begin to render devotional service unto me — the 
distressed, the desirer of wealth, the inquisitive, and 
he who is searching for knowledge of the absolute. 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Therefore my opinion is to accept the shelter of 
devotional service of the Lord as our only duty. 

The Lord has established different kind of calami¬ 
ties in this world just to test us and for our eternal 
benefit. We should engage in his devotional service 
knowing that it is the cause of our benefit. Whoever 
engages in the service of Lord, they are glorified. In all 
circumstances you should hear, chant, and remember 
the Lord. Beside this, I don’t have any request of you. 
Servant of the servant of Sri Hari, 

Sri Siddhanta Saraswati 0 

— From a letter dated 5 July 1929- Prabhupadera Patravali. Sri 
Chaitanya Math. Mayapur. 1991. Bengali. Page 70. 
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The Story of Narsinh Mehta 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda 
Swami Maharaja 

We often tell the recent story of Narsinh Mehta. He was 
a dear devotee of Krishna, krsna-premi-bhakta, always 
thinking of Krishna. He never thought of anything else. 

Narsinh Mehta was a very poor Brahmin. He had a 
family, wife and children—so many daughters. Having 
no wealth, he was going out and begging alms. He led a 
poor life, just barely maintaining himself and his family. 

A krsna-premi-bhakta like Narsinh Mehta 
always thinks of Krishna. He reads Bhagavad-gita 
and Srimad Bhagavatam. He does sravanam- 
kirtanam-, he hears krsna-katha\ he speaks and 
preaches. He is very, very attached to Krishna. 
He has no other business. He never thinks about 
how to maintain his family because he only thinks 
of Krishna. This is ananyas cintayanto mam — 
“always concentrating on me”. He has full faith in 
Krishna’s words: yoga-ksemam vahamy aham — “I 
protect and preserve such devotees.” 

His daughter attained marriageable age, but he 
wasn’t thinking about how to get her married. This 
is the responsibility of the father, but Narsinh Mehta 
was only thinking of Krishna. 


His wife heard the neighbors criticizing, saying, 
“His daughter has already attained marriageable 
age, but he is not getting her married. He is keeping 
a grown-up daughter.” People were speaking in 
this way. But Narsinh Mehta never heard it because 
he was always thinking of Krishna. He was only 
hearing krsna-katha , so none of those things 
entered his ears. If your mind is always engaged in 
hearing krsna-katha and thinking of Krishna then 
none of these material sounds will come to you. 

But his wife heard them, and then his wife said 
to him, “Hey! What are you doing? Aren’t you 
thinking about getting your daughter married? 
This is your responsibility!” 

“You silly woman! Why are you creating a disturbance 
and bothering me in my bhajan? Krishna has said: 

ananyas cintayanto mam yejanah paryupasate 
tesam nityabhiyuktanam yoga-ksemam vahamy aham 

Those who always worship me with exclusive devotion, 
meditating on my transcendental form, to them I carry 
what they lack and preserve what they have. 

“Have you no faith in Krishna’s words? Krishna 
says, ‘I take up the responsibility to maintain my 
devotee’s family and to provide him whatever he 
lacks.’ We now have this need, how the marriage 
will be done. Marriage means that a huge amount of 
money is required. Krishna has said that he will carry 
the burden. It is Krishna’s family. I am completely 
surrendered. I’ve given everything to Krishna. So 
why are you disturbing me, silly woman?” 

But his wife had no faith. “Oh? Krishna will bring 
money to your home and make an arrangement 
for your daughter’s marriage? No! You have to go 
out and search for a proper bridegroom. Krishna 
may help you, but if you don’t do anything, if you 
just sit here in the house reading the Gita and 
Bhagavatam , doing bhajan, what will Krishna do?” 

In this way his wife created disturbances in his 
bhajan such that he felt so much pain. “Oh, this silly 
woman is creating so many disturbances. I cannot 
do my bhajan. I can’t sit here. I cannot do bhajan .” 

Then he began to cry before Krishna, “O 
Gopinath! There is a problem now in your family. 
Our daughter has already attained marriageable 
age. She should be married. Why are you not 
making some arrangement?” 

Bhaktivinoda Thakur has sung: 
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bhala-manda nahi jani seva matra kari 
tomara samsare ami visaya-prahan 

“I don’t know whether I am doing good or bad. I 

am just serving you, O Krishna. It is your family.” 

[Saranagati 2.5.5] 

niscinta ha-iya ami seviba tomay 
grhe bhalo-manda ho ’le nahi mora day 

“I’m only thinking of your service. I have no other 

thought. O Krishna, this is your home, your family. If 

anything is wrong with it, then you will be criticized. 

Why shall I be criticized?” [Saranagati 3.2.7] 

A devotee never says “my family”. It is Krishna’s 
family. Then it is Krishna’s responsibility to maintain it. 

So Narsinh Mehta cried and offered prayers. 
When the bhakta cries, Krishna responds. You have 
to cry. Those who have cried, they have gotten 
Krishna. Dhruva cried, he got. Bilvamangala cried, 
he got. Unless you cry, Krishna will never hear you. 
If you cry, immediate response is there. Narsinh 
Mehta cried, and the Lord immediately responded. 

The next day, some gentlemen came who were 
searching for a bride. They came to Narsinh Mehta’s 
house and saw the daughter. “Yes, we appreciate this 
girl. We would like to take her for marriage to our son.” 

After some negotiation, the marriage was fixed. 
Krishna can do and undo things in a moment. 
“When will the marriage take place?” They checked 
the calendar to find a vivaha-tithi, a day for the 
marriage to take place. They saw that in this year 
there was only one proper time, and it would come 
after just four days. Otherwise it will have to wait 
for another year. So that day was fixed. “Yes, after 
four days the marriage will take place.” 

Narsinh Mehta was very happy. He said to his 
wife, “You see how Krishna took care?” Then his 
wife said, “Alright, the marriage will take place after 
four days. So how will it be done? A huge amount 
of money is required, lakhs of rupees. You have no 
money. You are a poor man, without a single coin. 
How can you perform the marriage?” 

“Krishna will take care.” 

“Oh, Krishna will take care?” 

“Yes, Krishna has said in the Gita, yoga-ksemarh 
vahamy aham — ‘I will provide for my devotee.’” 

He had unflinching faith in Krishna, but his wife had 
little or no faith, soft faith, komala-sraddha. So she 
again created disturbances in his bhajan. He could 
not sit and peacefully worship the Lord. She said, 
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“You should go out and borrow some money. 
Otherwise how can you perform this ceremony in 
four days from now? Lakhs of rupees are needed! 
You will have to give saris and ornaments to your 
daughter. You will have to arrange a big feast; 
feed all your friends, relatives and neighbors. The 
bridegroom will come with a big procession, and you 
have to pay for it. He’ll demand some dowry. You 
have to give it.” This is social prestige, social custom. 

“Krishna will carry. I am a poor man. Who will 
give me money? If I go and approach a wealthy 
man, 'Please give me some money. I want to take 
a loan,’ he’ll never give money because I have no 
wealth to pay it back. What shall I do?” 

The wife said, “Here! Take some of my ornaments.” 
In villages in India the women’s bangles, earrings, 
silver and gold ornaments are their bank. At 
the time of need they will sell them or put them 
somewhere as collateral, get money, and perform 
these ceremonies. She knows she has a daughter 
and the marriage ceremony will come. “I have 
no money. We are poor people. How will we get 
money?” So she gave them. “Alright, take these. 
Put them somewhere with some wealthy man and 
get some money.” So he took them and went out. 

Narsinh Mehta was a premi-bhakta , very fond of 
Snmad Bhagavatam and krsna-katha. When he 
went out in search of someone to lend him money, 
he entered a village where he saw that a Bhagavata 
recitation was going on for seven continuous days. 
Being very attached to hearing the Bhagavatam , he 
sat there for seven days. He forgot that he had come to 
get money to perform his daughter’s marriage, which 
would take place after four days. When the seven days 
finished, he asked someone, “Oh bhai , what day is 
today? Alas! Everything must have finished, seven 
days have gone by. The marriage of my daughter was 
after four days. I came to get some money. My wife 
gave me these ornaments. What has happened to 
the marriage ceremony? Everything must have been 
spoiled! There will be so much criticism! How can I 
go back? How can I show my face there? If I go there 
my wife will beat me with a broomstick! Oh Krishna, 
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why did you keep me here, making me completely 
forget? What is your Ilia, I cannot understand! This is 
your family. You will be criticized.” 

He thought, “What shall I do? I’ll tell a lie to my wife. 
'I went to a very far off place. I went to many villages 
and met many wealthy persons. No one was prepared 
to take these ornaments and give me money. I went 
to such a far off place, so returning took time.’” 

He was thinking like that. As he was coming 
he was chanting and thinking of Krishna. “Alright 
Krishna, such a wonderful Ilia you are doing. Why 
you made me forget, I don’t know. You know 
everything.” As he came nearer to his village he 
heard people talking about the marriage. 

“Such a marriage! Narsinh Mehta’s daughter’s 
marriage was like a king’s. We have never seen such 
a marriage! We have heard that great kings do like 
that, but for the first time we saw such pomp and 
ceremony. Such a grand feast we had never eaten 
before, such palatable dishes, and such a grand 
procession like a royal procession. And he gave so 
much dowry, so many ornaments. Where did he get 
the money? This was like a king’s royal marriage.” 

Hearing these talks, Narsinh Mehta asked, 
“Whose marriage?” 

“Your daughter’s marriage.” 

“My daughter’s marriage is already done?” 
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“Oh yes. With such pomp and ceremony, like a 
king’s royal marriage. We have never seen!” 

“Oh Krishna! You are so merciful! yoga- 
ksemarh vahamy aham — You have said, T will 
provide for my devotee.’” 

Then he came to his house and saw that his wife was 
very happy. He asked, “The marriage was done nicely?” 

“Yes, very nicely!” 

“How was it performed? Who brought money? You were 
in anxiety, always creating disturbance in my bhajan. You 
had no faith in Krishna’s words, yoga-ksemarh vahamy 
aham. Who brought money? How was it done?” 

“A ten- or eleven-year-old black boy came. He was 
carrying a heavy load. He brought so much ghee, oil, 
subji , rice, dal , flour, sugar, and molasses. He brought 
so many saris, clothes, ornaments, and money. We 
had no place to put everything in our small mud hut. I 
asked him, ‘Hey, where are you bringing these from?’ 

“He said, ‘Oh, gosahi is sending.’ You are sending, he 
said. You are sending. He was carrying such a heavy load. ” 

“Krishna has said, ‘I will carry— yoga-ksemarh vahamy 
aham' You have no faith in the words of Krishna?” 

This is a true story. A pure devotee of Krishna 
is completely, exclusively, dependent on the 
mercy of Krishna. Every moment he only thinks of 
Krishna, with no other thought. He is completely 
surrendered, and has dedicated everything to the 
Lord. His attitude is that it is Krishna’s family. 

The only means for a householder devotee is 
complete surrender. Enter Krishna’s family — krsna- 
sarhsara. Don’t stay in maya-samsara. Krishna is the 
only the object of love. Develop love and attachment 
to Krishna. Give up material, temporary bodily 
attachments. They are all troublesome like thorns and 
pointed pebbles. Krishna is the only object of loving 
attachment. Dedicate your family and everything to 
Krishna. It is Krishna’s family. Only think of Krishna 
and Krishna will make all arrangements. If you develop 
your love for Krishna then everything will be very good. 

If the husband and wife relationship is based 
on loving relationship with Krishna, then it is a 
real relationship. Don’t develop bodily, material 
relationships. They are only temporary, troublesome, 
and based on misery. Develop your eternal loving 
relationship with Krishna, wherein the husband is 
krsna-dasa and the wife is krsna-dasl. # 

— From a lecture on 13 March 1995 in Gadei-giri Orissa. 
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The Glories of Radha Kund 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Arit Gram is also called Arishta Gram. Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu understood that Arishtasura had been 
killed by Sri Krishna in that village. While there, he 
inquired about Radha Kund, but no one could tell 
him where it was. The brahmin accompanying him 
could also not ascertain its whereabouts. Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu could then understand that the holy 
places known as Radha Kund and Shyam Kund were 
at that time lost to everyone’s vision. He therefore 
discovered Radha Kund and Shyam Kund, which were 
two reservoirs of water in two paddy fields. Although 
there was very little water, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
was omniscient and could understand that formerly 
these two ponds were called Sri Radha Kund and 
Shyam Kund. In this way Radha Kund and Shyam 
Kund were discovered. (Purport to Cc. madhya 18.3) 
The spot where we now find Sri Radha Kund was 
an agricultural field during the time of Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu. A small reservoir of water was there, 
and Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu bathed in that water 
and pointed out that originally Radha Kund existed 
in that location. Following his directions, Srila Rupa 
Goswami and Sanatana Goswami renovated Radha 
Kund. This is one of the brilliant examples of how 



His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

the Goswamis excavated lost places of pilgrimage. 
Similarly, it is through the endeavor of the Goswamis 
that all the important temples in Vrindavan were 
established. (Purport to Cc. adi 10.90) 
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Why is Radha Kund so exalted? The lake is so 
exalted because it belongs to Srimati Radharani, who 
is the most beloved object of Sri Krishna. Among 
all the gopts ; she is the most beloved. Similarly, her 
lake, Sri Radha Kund, is also described by great 
sages as the lake that is as dear to Krishna as Radha 
herself. Indeed, Krishna’s love for Radha Kund and 
his love for Srimati Radharani are the same in all 
respects. Radha Kund is very rarely attained, even 
by great personalities fully engaged in devotional 
service, what to speak of ordinary devotees who 
are only engaged in the practice of vaidhi bhakti. 

It is stated that a devotee will at once develop 
pure love of Krishna in the mood of the gopts if 
he once takes a bath in Radha Kund. Srila Rupa 
Goswami recommends that even if one cannot 
live permanently on the banks of Radha Kund, he 
should at least take a bath in the lake as many times 
as possible. This is a most important item in the 
execution of devotional service. Srila Bhaktivinode 
Thakur writes in this connection that Sri Radha 
Kund is the most select place for those interested 
in advancing their devotional service in the mood 
of the lady friends ( sakhts ) and confidential 
serving maids ( mahjarts ) of Srimati Radharani. 
Living entities that are eager to return home to the 
transcendental kingdom of God, Goloka Vrindavan, 
by means of attaining their spiritual bodies (. siddha- 
deha) should live at Radha Kund, take shelter of 
the confidential serving maids of Sri Radha, and 
under their direction engage constantly in her 
service. This is the most exalted method for those 
engaged in devotional service under the protection 
of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. In this connection, 
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur writes that 
even great sages and great devotees like Narada 
and Sanaka do not get an opportunity to come to 
Radha Kund to take bath. What, then, to speak of 
ordinary devotees? If, by great fortune, one gets 
an opportunity to come to Radha Kund and bathe 
even once, he can develop his transcendental 
love for Krishna exactly as the gopts did. It is also 
recommended that one should live on the banks 
of Radha Kund and should be absorbed in the 
loving service of the Lord. One should bathe there 
regularly and give up all material conceptions, 
taking shelter of Sri Radha and her assistant gopts. If 
one is thus constantly engaged during ones lifetime, 
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Radha Krishna in lotus dress 

after giving up the body one will return back to 
Godhead to serve Sri Radha in the same way as he 
contemplated during his life on the banks of Radha 
Kund. The conclusion is that to live on the banks 
of Radha Kund and to bathe there daily constitute 
the highest perfection of devotional service. It is a 
difficult position to attain, even for great sages and 
devotees like Narada. Thus there is no limit to the 
glory of Sri Radha Kund. By serving Radha Kund 
one can get an opportunity to become an assistant of 
Srimati Radharani under the eternal guidance of the 
gopts. (Purport to Nectar of Instruction verse 11) 0 

The Perfection of All Bhajana 

Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur 

Bhaktivinode Thakur discusses the glories of Sri 
Radha Kund in hispiyusa-varsini commentary on 
the last verse of Srila Rupa Goswami’s Upadesamrta. 

sn-radha-krsnera svabhavika mdhdtmya varna- 
na-dvara sadhakera citte drdhata utpanna karibara 
abhipraye ekadasa slokera avatarana. sri radhika 
srt krsnera atisaya pranaya-vasati evam anya- 
priyajana apeksa sarvatabhaveprestha. munigana 
sastre ei-rupa utkarsa sn-radha-kunda sambandhe 
likhiyachena. kevala sadhaka-bhakta digera ta 
kathat nai , ye prema naradadi prestha-vargera 
paksa-u durlabha , tdhd anayase bhaktipurvaka 
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radha-kunde snana karile sei kunda pradana 
karena. sutararh radha-kundai samasta bhajana- 
parayana-digera-vasa-yogya sthana. aprakrta 
vraje aprakrta jiva aprakrta gopi-deha labha kariya 
sri-radha-kunde svtya guru-rupa sakhtra kurije 
palya-dasi-bhave avasthiti karatah bahye nirantara 
ndmdsraya-purvaka krsnera asta-kaliya sevaya 
srimati radhikara paricarya karat sri-caitanya- 
caranasrita vyaktira bhajana-caturi. 

Through the description of the natural glories of 
Sri Sri Radha Krishna (in the previous verse), this 
eleventh verse is composed with the intention of 
solidifying the devotional consciousness of the 
practitioner of devotional service. 

Srimati Radhika is the topmost abode of deep- 
rooted love of Krishna, and moreover she is superior 
in all respects to all other dear cowherd girls. The 
glories of her kunda have also been described by the 
great sages in a similar way in the revealed scriptures. 

The prema that is difficult to attain even for 
sages like Narada, what to speak of general 
practitioners, is attained by devotionally bathing 
in the waters of this kunda. 
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Therefore, its banks are the ideal residence for all 
those engaged in perfecting their devotional life. 

The expertise of a living entity sheltered at the feet of 
Lord Chaitanya will be exhibited in three ways — he 
will externally chant and remember the asta-kaliya 
pastimes of the divine couple, he will internally serve 
Srimati Radharani by acquiring a spiritually perfected 
gopibody in the divine realm of Vrindavan, and he will 
always keep a mood of being the maintainer maid¬ 
servant ( palya-dasi) of the flowery bower ( kurija ) 
created by the sakhi who is one’s guru. 0 


—Translated from the Sn Upadesamrtawixh various commentaries 
published by Sri Chaitanya Math, Mayapur. 


Shelter at Radha Kund 

Sri Radha Raman Das Goswami 


Sri Radha Raman Das Goswami, a learned 
vaisnava in the line ofSrila GopalBhatta Goswami, 
discusses the glories of Sri Radha Kund in his 
upadesa-prakasika commentary on the last verse 
ofSrilaRupa Goswami’s Upadesamrta. 

nanu tad-asrayad kirn milati? tatra tadrsa- 
siddhantam-evopasamvahan tatah premopalab- 
dhim-aha - krsnasyeti. yat-prema krsnapriyatvena 
khyater-ndrad-adibhihjalarh durlabhah tadinarh 
taj-jatiya premasambhavaditi bhavah. tadapi 
prema-karma-bhutarh kartr-bhrtam-idam savah 
snaturh sambandhe aviskarotiprakatayati. tad ko 
nasrayediti purvenaiva sambandhah. 

Question: What is attained by taking shelter of 
Radha Kund? 

Answer: To uphold the siddhanta that prema 
is attained by staying at Radha Kund, this verse, 
“krsnasyoccaih ...” (text eleven) is spoken. 

This prema is renowned due to it being very dear 
to Lord Krishna. Even for sages like Narada, etc., the 
waters of Radha-kunda are difficult to attain. This 
kunda is both the bestower of prema (kartf) and the 
object of prema (karma). Prema manifests to one who 
bathes in its waters. Therefore, who is that intelligent 
person who won’t take shelter of Radha Kund? 0 

— Transcribed and translated from Sri Upadesamrta with various 
commentaries, published by Sri Chaitanya Math, Mayapur. 

Lord Shiva at Radha Kund 


Lord Shiva is a great devotee of Krishna and 
of Srimati Radharani. In text 113 of the Radha- 
sahasra-nama-stotra , Lord Shiva mentions two 
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names of Radharani connected with him. He says 
that she is known as saiva , “the worshiper of Lord 
Shiva”, and saivalananda-dayint — “She who 
gives happiness to the worshipers of Lord Shiva.” 

Of all the lila-sthalis , pastime places of the divine 
couple, Radha Kund is the topmost. In order to 
protect Radha Kund, and also to give himself the 
opportunity to observe some of the intimate pastimes 
that Sri Sri Radha Krishna performed at this place, 
Lord Shiva has manifested himself here in the forms 
of several lihgas. The oldest and chief ones are: 

1) Kundeshwar Mahadeva — This very old 
siva-linga is installed on the southwestern side of 
Radha Kund. It is said that in 1545, Srila Raghunath 
Das Goswami found ancient deities of Radha 
Krishna and this siva-linga buried in the divine mud 
of Radha Kund during his excavation work. Pilgrims 
commonly first go to him to seek his blessings 
before taking bath in Radha Kund. Some say that 
this linga is actually a govardhana-sila. 

2) Bankhandi Mahadeva — also known as 
Barkhandi Mahadeva. Barkhandi ( bada-khandi ) 
seems to be a corruption of vata-khandi , meaning 
“resident of a banyan tree forest”. He guards the 
eastern side of Radha Kund. 

3) RanuvaMahadeva —Ranuva means “celibate”. 
This siva-linga is called Ranuva because there is no deity 


of Parvati here. Ranuva Mahadeva is situated on the 
northeastern side of Shyam Kund, near the Jagannath 
temple and behind the Radha Kund town hall. 

4) Laliteshwar Mahadeva —Situated near Lalita- 
kunda on the northeastern side of Shyam Kund. 

5) Rameshwar Mahadeva — Situated next to 
the cremation grounds and the lake named Shiva 
Puskarini, just west of Radha Kund. He guards the 
western side of Radha Kund. 

There is also a siva-linga at the place known 
as Vallabha Pataka, where Srila Vallabhacharya 
performed his bhajana. Although this linga is said 
to have been worshiped by Vallabhacharya, some 
scholarly residents of Radha Kund doubt this to be 
true. According to them, while Vallabhacharya was 
staying at Radha Kund he was daily going to have 
darsana of the ancient Shiva deity of Bankhandi 
Mahadeva mentioned above. So perhaps this linga 
is a recent addition, i.e. less than 500 years old. 0 

— Sri Krishna Kathamrita , Issue No. 8 (The Glories of Lord 
Shiva, Part II). 

Benefits of the Baiii lasiitami Bath 

Sri Hari-bhakti-vilasa / 6.207 

padme tatraiva — 

govardhana-girau ramye radha-kundarh priyam hareh 
karttike bahulastamyam tatra snatva hareh priyah 
naro bhakto bhaved vipras tad dhi tasya pratosanam 
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In the Padma Purana it is said, “O brahmins, a 
person who during the month of Karttika , on the 
Bahulastami day, bathes in Radha Kund, which is 
by beautiful Govardhan Hill and which is very dear 
to Lord Krishna, becomes a great devotee. Lord Hari 
is pleased when someone bathes here. 

Commentary by Srila Sanatan Goswami: 

tatra-kunde narah snatva hareh priyatamo 
bhavet. ‘hfyatah tatra tatra sthanam tasya hareh 
pratosanam prakarsena tosayatity arthah. 


By bathing in Radha Kund, one becomes dear 
to Lord Hari. The word hi in the verse ( tad dhi) 
means that by bathing in those places Lord Hari is 
thoroughly pleased ( prakarsena tosayati) 0 


— Translated from the Sanskrit found at Gaudiya Grantha Mandira 
(http: //www. granthamandira. com) 
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Various commentaries on Bhagavad-gita 4.40 



When the Spiritual Master Leaves 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

Just as a devoted wife becomes afflicted at the 
passing away of her husband, when a spiritual 
master passes away, the disciple becomes similarly 
bereaved. (Purport to Bhag. 4.28.49) 

The spiritual master, acarya , is always situated in 
the spiritual status of life. Birth, death, old age and 
disease do not affect him. According to the Hari- 
bhakti-vilasa , therefore, after the disappearance of 
an acarya , his body is never burnt to ashes, for it is a 
spiritual body. The spiritual body is always unaffected 
by material conditions. (Purport to Bhag. 10.4.20) 
Whenever an acarya comes, following the 
superior orders of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead or his representative, he establishes 
the principles of religion. Unfortunately, when 
the acarya disappears, rogues and non-devotees 
take advantage and immediately begin to 
introduce unauthorized principles in the name of 
so-called svamis , yogis , philanthropists, welfare 
workers, and so on. The acarya , the authorized 
representative of the Supreme Lord, establishes 
these principles, but when he disappears, things 
once again become disordered. The perfect 
disciples of the acarya try to relieve the situation 
by sincerely following the instructions of the 
spiritual master. (Purport to Bhag. 4.28.48) 0 



His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada conducting an initiation ceremony 
at the Radha Damodar teemple in Vrindavan, 1972 

Do not Doubt 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

It is said that as long as your sinful reactions are not 
cleansed out, destroyed, you cannot put faith in the 
words of sadhu, sastra, and gum. Those who are sinful 
people, they have no faith. They have doubts. Krishna 
says samsaydtmd vinasyati [Bg. 4.40] — a doubtful 
person perishes. The most crooked people are full of 
duplicity. They have no simplicity at all. Only externally 
they pose, they behave as if they are very simple, but 
they are not simple. Such crookedness is inside them! 

You should understand that crookedness and 
duplicity are the monopoly of Krishna only. Krishna 
is the supreme duplicitous person. He is supreme in 
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all respects. He is the supreme cheater, the supreme 
thief, the supremely duplicitous person. Crookedness 
and duplicity are his monopoly. They are not the 
monopoly of the jtvas. Don’t imitate. If you allow 
duplicity to enter your heart, then you are imitating 
him. Therefore it is said, don’t be duplicitous. Don’t 
allow duplicity to enter in your heart. Develop 
simplicity. Simplicity is vaisnavism. Become simple, 
and then you come to sadhu , get his darsana , and 
thus you will get the mercy of the sadhu. Sadhu will 
cast his merciful glance on you, and then immediately 
all your sinful reactions will be cleaned up, purified, 
and then you will be able to put faith. 0 
— From a lecture. 2 January 1993. Bhubaneswar. 

Those who Doubt, Perish! 

Various Commentaries on Bhagavad-glta 4.40 

ajhas casraddadhanas ca samsaydtmd vinasyati 
nay am loko ‘sti na paro na sukharh sa msaydtma nah 

“Ignorant and faithless persons who doubt the 
revealed scriptures do not attain God consciousness; 
they fall down. For the doubting soul there is 
happiness neither in this world nor in the next.” 

[All of the below commentaries distinguish between 
the three categories of persons referred to in this 
Bhagavad-gita verse. An ajna, an ignorant person, 
refers to someone who is unaware of the spiritual 
nature or how to attain it. An asraddadhana, a 
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faithless person, has information of the spiritual 
nature and the processes to attain it, but has no 
faith, and thus does not take up any spiritual 
process. And the samsayatma, the doubtful person, 
follows a spiritual discipline, but is unable to make 
advancement because inner doubtsprevent him from 
making the necessary commitment .] 

Srila Sridhar Swami [Gita-subodhiniY 
jhanadhikarinam uktva tad-viparitam 
anadhikarinam aha ajhas ceti. ajho guru- 
upadistarthanabhijhah. kathamcij jhane jate 'pi 
tatrasraddadhanas ca. jatayam api sraddhayam 
mamedam siddhen na veti samsayakranta-cittas 
ca vinasyate. svarthad bhrasyati. etesu trisv api 
samsaydtmd sarvatha nasyati. yatas tasyayam 
loko nasti dhanarjana-vivahady-asiddheh. na 
ca para-loko dharmasyanispatteh. na ca sukharh 
samsayenaiva bhogasyapy asambhavat. 

After describing the qualifications for attaining 
faithful knowledge [in the previous verse], in this 
verse the Lord speaks about the disqualified people. 

The term ‘ajna' means, 'one who unacquainted 
with the instructions of guru’. Some people 
possessing knowledge understand these instructions 
but do not have faith in them (asraddadhanah). 
Doubtful people, samsaydtmd , who have some 
faith but do not understand my perfect nature, also 
perish, which means that they deviate from their real 
interest. Amongst these three — the ignorant, the 
faithless, and the doubter — the doubter completely 
perishes. By doubting, he neither attains perfection in 
worldly tasks such as earning money, marriage, etc., 
nor does he attain perfection in transcendence in the 
next world. He can’t even enjoy this world properly 
due to his doubtful nature. 

Sri Adi Shankaracharya [Gftd-bhdsya\: 
ajhas canatmajhas casraddadhanas ca guru- 
vakya-sastresv avisvasavams ca samsaydtmd ca 
samsaya-cittas ca vinasyati. ajhasraddadhanau 
yadyapi vinasyatah, na tatha yatha samsaydtmd. 
samsaydtmd tu papisthah sarvesam. katham? 
nay am sadharano 'pi loko 'sti. tatha na paro lokah. 
na sukham, tatrapi samsayotpatteh samsaydtmanah 
samsaya-cittasya. tasmdt samsayo na kartavyah 

The ignorant, those who lack self-realization, 
the faithless, the disbelievers of the statements of 
guru and scriptures, and the doubtful — all these 
perish. Even though the ignorant (ajhd) and faithless 
( asraddadhanah) fall, they do not fall as badly as the 
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doubtful (samsaydtmd). Thus, the doubtful person is 
most sinful amongst them all. Why? Because for him, 
there is neither attainment in the current world nor in the 
next. Neither is there happiness due to a constant flow of 
doubts. The word samsayatmanah means one who is 
full of doubts. Therefore, we shouldn’t entertain doubts. 

Sripad Ramanujacharya [ Gita-bhasya ]: ajha 
evam upadesa-labdha-jhana-rahita upadista-jhana- 
vrddhy-upaye casraddadhano ’tvaramana upadiste 
ca jhane samsaydtmd samsayita-mand vinasyati, 
nasto bhavati. asminn upadiste dtma-yathatmya- 
visaye jhane samsayatmano ’yam api prakrta-loko 
nasti, nacaparah. dharmartha-kamadi-purusarthas 
ca na siddhyanti, kuto moksa ity arthah. sastriya- 
karma-siddhi-rupatvat sarvesam purusarthanam 
sastriya-karma-janya-siras ca dehatiriktatma- 
niscaya-purvakatvat. atah sukha-lava-bhagitvam 
atmani samsayatmano na sambhavati. 

The ignorant {ajna), who is devoid of instructed 
knowledge; the faithless (asraddadhanah) , who 
doesn’t have faith in the means of increasing and 
applying such instmcted knowledge; and the doubtful 
(samsaydtmd), who are uncertain about such 
knowledge, perish. They are destroyed. Those who 
doubt this transcendental knowledge, which reveals 
the true nature of the soul, do not attain anything in 
this world or in the next. Their achievements related 
to religion ( dharma), economic development (artha), 
and sense-enjoyment (kama), are incomplete. What 
then to speak of liberation ( moksa )? 

All four goals of life (dharma, artha, kama, 
moksa ) may be achieved only through actions 
prescribed in the scriptures, and such scriptural 
actions aim at providing happiness to the soul, 
which is different from the body. Therefore, a 
person who doubts the existence of the soul cannot 
attain even a small fraction of happiness. 

Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakur 
[ Sarartha-varsinl \: [Since Srila Baladev 
Vidyabhushan has included all of the points made 
by Vishwanath in his commentary, we are only 
presenting Baladev's explanation below.] 

Srila Baladeva Vidyabhushan [Gita-bhusana\\ 
jhanadhikarinam tat-phalam cabhidhaya tad- 
viparitam tat-phalam caha ajhas ceti. ajhah pasv- 
adivac chastra-jhana-hmah. asraddadhanah sastra- 
jhanesatyapi vivadi-pratipattibhirna kvapi visvastah, 
sraddadhanatve pi samsaydtmd mamaitat siddhyen 
na vetisandihana-mana vinasyati svarthad vicyavate. 
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tesvapi madhye samsaydtmdnam vinindati nayam iti. 
ayam prakrto lokah paro praknah samsayatmanah 
kihcid api sukham nasti. sastriya-karma-janyam hi 
sukham, tac ca karma viviktatma-jhana-purvakam. 
tatra sandihanasya kutas tad ity arthah. 

After speaking about the eligible candidates for 
knowledge and their attained results [in the previous 
verse], the opposite category [those unfit for knowledge] 
and their attained results are being spoken of in this 
verse. The ignorant (ajha) are animal-like fools lacking in 
scriptural knowledge. The faithless (asraddadhanah), 
although knowledgeable in the scriptures, are 
hampered by various conflicting irreconcilable 
philosophers, and cannot put faith in any of them. And 
the doubtful person (samsaydtmd), even if he has a 
little faith, does not come to understand my perfect 
nature due to being infected with a doubtful mentality, 
and thus he fails to achieve his real self-interest. 
Amongst these three, the doubtful (samsaydtmd) is 
most severely criticized in this verse. He is riddled with 
doubts about both the material world and the spiritual 
world, and hence he cannot experience any happiness. 
Happiness is generated by acting according to the 
revealed scriptures, and such actions should be done 
with knowledge of the self. This verse says, ‘How can 
happiness be attained for those who doubt this fact?’ 

Sri Madhusudan Saraswati [Gudhartha-dipikd\\ 
atra ca samsayo na kartavyah, kasmat? ajha iti. 
ajho ’nadhita-sastratvenatma-jhana-sunyah. 
guru-vedanta-vakyartha idam evam na bhavaty 
eveti viparyaya-rupa nastikya-buddhir asraddha 
tadvan asraddadhanah. idam evam bhavati na 
veti sarvatra samsayakranta-cittah samsaydtmd 
vinasyati svarthad bhrasto bhavati. ajhas 
casraddadhanas ca vinasyatiti samsayatmapeksaya 
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nyunatva-kathanartharh cakarabhyarh tayoh 
prayogah. kutah? sarhsayatma hi sarvatahpapiyan 
yato nayarh manusya-loko \sti vittarjanady- 
abhavat, na paro lokah svarga-moksadi-dharma- 
jhanady-abhavat. na sukham bhojanadi-krtarh 
sarhsayatmanah sarvatra sandehakranta-cittasya. 
ajhas casraddadhanas ca paro loko nasti manusya- 
loko bhojanadi-sukharh ca vartate. sarhsayatma tu 
tritaya-hinatvena sarvatah papiyan ity arthah. 

And in regards to this [transcendental knowledge], 
do not doubt. Why so? That is specified in this verse. 
The ignorant person (< ajha ) is one who is devoid of the 
knowledge of the soul due to having not studied the 
scriptures. Even if the meanings of the words spoken 
by gum and the vedanta-sutras are known, there are 
those who are faithless and infected with an atheistic 
mentality (asraddadhanah) . And even if one has some 
faith, the doubtful C sarhsayatma ) cannot know in truth 
because of being infected with a sceptical nature, and 
thus they fall away from their real self interest. The word 
ca has been used only for the ignorant (ajha) and the 
faithless (asraddadhanah) but the word sarhsayatma is 
directly connected to the word vinasyati, perishes. This 
is to show that the former two perish to a lesser degree 
than the doubtful person. Why so? The doubtful is the 
greatest sinner because he does not attain worldly goals 
such as earning money, etc., in addition to not attaining 
higher goals, such as heavenly pleasures, liberation, 
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knowledge, etc. For a person infested with doubts, 
even ordinary happiness such as relishing foodstuff 
is hindered by his tendency to doubt everything. The 
ignorant (ajha) and the faithless (asraddadhanah) 
do not attain higher goals, but they at least have their 
share of worldly happiness, such as nice foodstuffs. 
The doubtful person is devoid of that, and hence is the 
worst amongst the three and the most sinful. 

Sri Nilakanth [Bhava-dipa \: ajha iti. ajhahsukhena 
cikitsiturhsakyah. asraddadhanoyatnena. sarhsayatma 
tv-asadhya eva. yato mitradisv api sarhsayarh kurvato 
\syayarh loko pi nasti, napi parah, veda-vakye pi 
sarhsayat. ata eva sarvada sarhsayakulatvat sukham 
api tasya nasti. tasmat sarhsayo na kartavyah. 

The ignorant (ajha) can be easily cured. The 
faithless (asraddadhanah) [can be cured] with great 
effort. However, the doubtful are incurable. One 
who doubts even his friends cannot attain anything 
in this world, nor can he attain anything in the next 
world, due to not having faith in the words of the 
Vedas. Therefore, since he is always perturbed by 
doubts, happiness also does not belong to him. 
Therefore, we shouldn’t entertain doubts. 0 
Bibliography 
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Serving and Worshipping Tulasi-devi 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

I am so glad to learn that srimati tulasi-devi has 
favored you so much. If you can actually grow this 
tulasi plant, and I am sure you will do it, then you 
must know it for certain that your devotion for Krishna 
is testified. I was very much anxious to introduce this 
worship of tulasi amongst our society members, but it 
has not become successful until now. Therefore, when 
I hear that you have got this opportunity, my pleasure 
does not have any bounds. Please take care of the 
tulasi plants in the following way. The best season for 
growing tulasi plants is from the 15 th April to June 15 th . 
Now I understand that the seedlings are coming out, 
so the whole spot if possible may be covered by some 
net because during the seedling stage, creepers being 
very delicate are sometimes eaten up by the sparrows, 
so we have to give a little protection. 

All the devotees should pour water at least once 
in the morning before taking prasada. The watering 
should not be very much large in quantity, but it 
should be poured just to keep the ground soft and 
moist. Sunlight also should be allowed. When the 
creepers are grown at least seven inches high, 
then you can take them out from the planting soil 
and transplant them in a row in a different place. 
Then go on watering and the plant will grow like 
anything. I think this plant cannot grow in cold 
countries, but if the plants are dispatched from your 



His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


place and if the devotees take care of the plant with 
a little care in a flowerpot, then it may grow. 

Tulasi leaf is very, very dear to Vishnu. All visnu- 
tattva deities require a profuse amount of tulasi 
leaves. Lord Vishnu likes garlands of tulasi leaves. 
Tulasi leaves mixed with sandalwood pulp and 
placed on the lotus feet of the Lord is the topmost 
worship. But we must be very careful that tulasileaves 
cannot be placed on the feet of anyone else except 
Lord Vishnu and his different forms. Tulasi leaves 
cannot be placed even on the lotus feet of Radharani 
or on the lotus feet of the spiritual master. It is entirely 
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reserved for being placed on the lotus feet of Krishna. 
We can, however, place tulasi leaves in the hands 
of Radharani for being placed on the lotus feet of 
Krishna, as you have seen on the Govinda album. 

I am giving three mantras for tulasl-devl 2 lS follows: 

vrndayai tulasi-devyai priyayai kesavasya ca 
visnu-bhakti-prade devi satyavatyai namo namah 

This is the mantra for offering obeisances, 
bowing down ( pancanga pranama). And when 
collecting leaves from the plant, the following 
mantras should be chanted: 

tulasy-amrta-janmasi, sada tvam kesava-priya 
kesavartham cinomi tvam, vara-da bhava sobhine 

The mantra for circumambulating the tulasi tree: 
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ydni kani ca papani 
brahma-hatyadikani ca 
tani tanipranasyanti 
pradaksinah pade pade 

So there are three mantras, 
one for bowing down, one 
for collecting the leaves, and 
one for circumambulating. The 
collecting of leaves should be 
done once in the morning for 
worshiping and for putting on 
the plates of foodstuffs to be 
offered. On each bowl or plate 
there should be at least one 
leaf. So you follow and practice 
these tulasi affairs and you try 
to distribute your experiences 
to all the other centers. That will 
be a new chapter in the history 
of the Krishna consciousness 
movement. (Letter to Govinda 
Dasi, 7 April 1970.) 

I have noted the contents with 
great interest and especially the 
very encouraging photographs of 
your tulasl-devl garden. You are 
doing one of the best of services 
by cultivating srlmatl tulasl-devl 
so nicely. And she is growing 
so profusely! That is a sign that 
you are a great devotee because 
tulasl-devl thrives on devotion. 
Thank you very much. From Hawaii we cannot 
bring in tulasl-devl, but from St. Louis, she can be 
sent everywhere. That is very nice. You should 
induce other centers to cultivate tulasi One circular 
should be sent to every center that they should 
import tulasl-devl from either St. Louis or Hawaii 
and at every offering of bhoga to the deities, there 
must be one tulasi leaf on the plate. The leaves may 
be ordered from St. Louis or Hawaii and as soon 
as possible each center should arrange to care for 
tulasi-devl nicely according to the instruction of you 
or Govinda Dasi who have both become expert. 
(Letter to Indira, 9 August 1971.) 

Tulasi plants are liberated souls who want to 
serve Krishna in that way. Anyone who even desires 
to serve Krishna is liberated, what to speak of one 
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who is actually engaged in devotional service; 
expansion means remains in Golok Vrindavan and 
at the same time expands all over the universe. 
Krishna can expand, so his devotee can also 
expand. (Letter to Ekayani, 31 August 1971.) @ 

Yasoda’s Intense Love 

Nectar of Devotion, Chapter 43 

Another incident demonstrating Yasoda’s extreme 
love for Krishna occurred when Krishna went to 
Mathura, the kingdom of Kamsa. In separation from 
Krishna, mother Yasoda was looking at Krishna’s 
makeup utensils, and she fell down on the ground 
almost unconscious, with a great sound. When she 
was rolling over on the ground, there were many 
scratches on her body, and in that piteous condition 
she began to cry, “O my dear son! My dear son!” And 
she slapped her breasts with her two hands. This 
activity of mother Yasoda is explained by expert 
devotees as ecstatic love in separation. Sometimes 
there are many other symptoms, such as great 
anxiety, lamentation, frustration, being stunned, 
humility, restlessness, madness and illusion. 0 

— His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. 
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. Bombay. 1989. 

Useless for the Totally Detached 

Various Commentaries related to 
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 3-5-2 

|Click here to see the Sanskrit for this article 

nivrttdnupayogitvad duruhatvad ayam rasah 
rahasyatvac ca samksipya vitatango vilikhyate 

“Due to being useless for the totally detached, 
due to being difficult to understand, and due to its 
confidentiality, this rasa ( madhurya ) along with its 
extensive limbs are being described only in brief 
here [in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhvdd 

Srila Jiva Goswami [Durgama-sahgamam]: 

Those who are totally detached ( nivrtta ) consider 
this rasa ( madhurya ) to be the same as material love 
{srhgara-rasa) . Thus they remain indifferent to 
srhgara-rasa even in the case of the Lord, and it has 
no benefit for them because of their disqualification 
(ayogyatvdt). 

Srila Vishwanath Chakravarti Thakur \Bhakti- 
sara-pradarsinT\ 

Rupa Goswami writes that although srhgara-rasa 
is broad-limbed, he is describing it only in brief. He 
specifies the reasons for doing so in this verse: Those 
who are totally detached ( nivrtta ) consider this rasa 


tissue Tav-o Hundred E^ldy-nine, IPctpe- 


Ancient grinding mortar in Gokul Vrindavan said to have 

been the original one to which Yasoda bound Krishna 

(:madhurya ) the same as material love (. srhgara- 
rasa ). Thus they remain indifferent to srngdra-rasa 
even in the case of the Lord, and it has no benefit for 
them because of their disqualification ( ayogyatvdt ). 

Sri Mukunda Das \Artha-ratndlpa-dTpikd\. 

This rasa is unfit or not meant for those who are 
totally detached, also known as tapasvts. Does it 
mean that it is suited for others? The verse answers 
by saying duruhatvat — no, it is inaccessible to 
the general populace. Does it mean it cannot be 
clearly described? The answer is given by saying 
rahasyatvat — it remains a secret. The implication 
here is that it will not be described right now in detail. 

Sri Vishnudas [from the Svatmapramodini 
commentary on Ujjvala-ntlamam 1.2]: 

It was previously concluded (in Bhakti-rasamrta- 
sindhu 2.5.38) that amongst all the rasas , this 
madhurya is the topmost. Why then was it described 
only briefly? All other rasas were described in great 
detail. To answer this question, the three reasons 
have been laid down in sequence [in this verse 
beginning with nivrttdnupayogitvad. 

By saying nivrttanupayogitvat [useless for the 
detached], the author refers to those detached 
souls other than the ones who have taken shelter 
of this [ madhurya-rasa\ , such as the devotees in 
the santa-rasa, etc. Srhgara-rasa is unsuitable and 
thus useless for them. Just like it is mentioned in the 
Vidagdha-madhava 1.9: “Those who are devoid of 
this rasa show indifference toward it, while those 
who are expert in it always dive deep into it. The 
cuckoos relish the mango trees, while the camels 
prefer to avoid it [and eat thorns instead].” 

(Question): But there are many madhura- 
bhaktas. What about them? 
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(Answer): Even in them, due to lack of training and 
lack of expertise in relishing this rasa , it becomes 
unapproachable ( duruha ) and difficult ( dustarkya ). 

(Question): Okay, let that be. But we still see many 
expert and capable devotees. What about them? 

(Answer): The reason for not disclosing to them is 
given by the word rahasyatvat (very secret). Even in 
the raga-marga devotees that have been described, 
there are a variety of attitudes inbred in them, and even 
amongst them are many who are unaware of the intrica¬ 
cies of the behavior of a raga-marga devotee, and thus 
they too place their faith on vaidhi-marga. Thus, for 
them, it is not fit to be published due to being very confi¬ 
dential. The conclusion is that tme devotees who follow 
the exclusive path of rdga are indeed extremely rare. 

(Question): Agreed! So tell us why is it being de¬ 
scribed in detail in this book ( Ujjvala-nilamani) now? 

(Answer): This is answered in the book itself. 
In Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, madhurya-rasa was 
briefly described due to it being a guide-book 
for devotees of all sorts and moods. However, 
this book [Ujjvala-nilamani\ is for those who are 
strongly bound only to the path of exclusive rdga , 
and whose very life and soul is to relish rasa. For 
the relishment of those madhura-rasa devotees, 
this rasa is being described again in great detail in 
this book [ Ujjvala-mlamani \. 0 

— Sanskrit taken from Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (http://www. 
granthamandira. com) 

2 

Sri Krishna Kathamrita Bindu 
A free bi-monthly service provided by: 

Gopal Jiu Publications 
c/o Sri Krishna Balarama Mandir 
National Highway No. 5, IRC Village 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India, 751015 

Phone: (0674) 2553250, 2557026 
Email: katha@gopaljiu.org 
Website: www.gopaljiu.org 
Subscriptions: minimag@gopaljiu.org 

Gopal Jiu Publications is a branch of the International 
Society for Krishna Consciousness, Founder-Acharya: His 
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. 

Quotations from the books, letters, and lectures of His Divine Grace A. 

C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada ©Bhaktivedanta Book Tmst 
International. All other materials, unless specified, © ISKCON 
Bhubaneswar/Gopaljiu Publications. All rights reserved. Blanket 
permission is given to redistribute Bindu in electronic or print 
form provided no changes are made to the contents. 


di <£>W|c^|4£-| bl-G, 



Yasoda and Krishna 


Proper Resolution of 
Contradictions 

Laghu-bhagavatamrta 5.327 

In the below verse, Srila Rupa Goswami is discuss¬ 
ing a controversial statement from Visnu-dharmottara 
that says that all universes have the same life forms 
and similar-looking demigods. However, the story of 
Krishna inviting different-headed Brahmas to come 
before the Brahma of our universe doesn I correspond 
with the account o/Visnu-dharmottara. Rupa Goswa¬ 
mi therefore makes the following statement, indicating 
that if there seems to be contradictory statements in 
Vedic literature, they need to be reconciled without 
discarding any of them as inauthentic. 

sri-kaurme — 

virodho vakyayor yatra ndprdmdnyam tad isyate 
yathaviruddhata ca syat tatharthah kalpyate tayoh 

“In the Kurma-purana it is stated that an explana¬ 
tion of two apparently contradictory statements should 
leave no scope for ambiguity. Instead, an explanation 
which leaves no contradiction should be sought.” 0 

— Sanskrit taken from Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (http://www. 
granthamandira. com) 
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Study Seriously 
From Different Angles 

His Divine Grace A. C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

If you get knowledge, automatically tapasya will 
follow, and then you will make advancement in 
spiritual life. So to get knowledge is the first item 
for anyone who is hoping to find his perfection 
of life. Therefore, I advise you to daily read our 
books as far as possible and try to understand the 
subject matter from different angles of vision by 
discussing frequently with the devotees at the New 
York temple. (Letter to Bob, 16 June 1972) 
Therefore, I recommend you to read our books more 
and more and try to understand the subject matter from 
different angles of vision and be always discussing it 
with your god brothers even while you are working at 
the press, and when you are working and you cannot 
read, then listen to the tapes of my lectures and hear 
in that way. (Letter to Bhargava, 13 June 1972) 

I am very much stressing nowadays that my 
students shall increase their reading of my books 
and try to understand them from different angles 
of vision. Each sloka can be seen from many, many 
angles of vision, so become practiced in seeing 
things like this. If we are selling the books but we 
do not know what is inside the book, then that 
will be a farce, especially if you are preaching and 
selling books to the students of Edinburgh. (Letter 
to Tribhuvanatha, l6june 1972) 

next column 



His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


I am very much stressing at this point that all of 
my students shall be very much conversant with the 
philosophy of Krishna consciousness, and that they 
should read our books very diligently at least one 
or two hours daily and try to understand the subject 
matter from varieties of angles. We are holding our 
morning class in Los Angeles in the temple and I 
am speaking from 7 to 8 am, and the process is that 
we are going through some chapters of Srimad 
Bhagavatam by taking one sloka each day, and 
reading the Sanskrit aloud. Each word is pronounced 
by me and repeated by the students and then all 
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Vrindavan Bihari Krishna 

together we chant the sloka several times until we 
have learned it. And then we discuss the subject 
matter very minutely and inspect it from all angles 
of approach and savor the new understandings. So 
you introduce this system in all of the centers in your 
zone and you will discover that everyone becomes 
very much enlivened by these daily classes. Read one 
sloka and discuss and then go on to the next sloka 
on the next day, and so on, and even you discuss 
one verse each day it will take you fifty years to 
finish the Srimad Bhagavatam in this way. So we 
have got ample stock for acquiring knowledge. And 
if the students get knowledge more and more, they 
will automatically become convinced and very easily 
perform their duties for tapasya or renunciation of 
the material bondage, and that will be their successful 
advancement in Krishna consciousness. So I want 
that advancement amongst all of my students, so you 
are responsible that the standard will be maintained. 
(Letter to Madhudvisa, 16 June 1972) 

Your first job should be to make sure that every 
one of the devotees in your zone of management 
is reading regularly our literature and discussing 
the subject matter seriously from different angles 
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of seeing, and if they are somehow or other 
absorbing the knowledge of Krishna consciousness 
philosophy. If they are fully educated in our 
philosophy and if they can get all of the knowledge 
and study it from every viewpoint, then very 
easily they will perform tapasya (renunciation) 
and that will be their advancement in Krishna 
consciousness. (Letter to Satsvarupa, l6june 1972) 

So especially you must encourage the students to 
read our books throughout the day as much as possible, 
and give them all good advice how to understand the 
books, and inspire them to study the things from every 
point of view. In this way, by constantly engaging our 
tongues in the service of the Lord, either by discussing 
his philosophy or by chanting Hare Krishna, the truth 
is that Krishna himself will reveal himself to us and we 
shall understand how to do everything properly. (Letter 
to Hamsaduta,22 June 1972) 

Yes, this program is very nice to try to attract 
the attention of the students seriously. That will 
be a great success. They should put intelligent 
questions and they should be answered properly 
with reference to modern science and philosophy. 
That will be very much convincing. I think if 
you read our books thoroughly you will get a 
supply of material to answer all the questions. 
Now I am preparing one book answering 
all types of philosophical arguments. Every 
morning, Shyamsundar is putting questions 
from different angles of vision beginning from 
Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, etc. and we are trying 
to answer. We shall discuss also Marx philosophy 
of communism. It will require some time but I 
wish that all our preachers should be well versed 
with all philosophical ideas and after studying all 
philosophical points of view we will put Krishna 
Conscious philosophy on the top. (Letter to 
Madhudvisa, 15 September 1971) 0 

Everything is in the Biiagavad-gita 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

You have many questions and many doubts, so 
humbly inquire and by service please the guru. In 
Bhagavad-gita, Arjuna asked so many questions. 
He has already asked all questions for you, and he 
has not left any question. All questions are there 
in Bhagavad-gita, and all answers are there too. 
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Krishna and Arjuna on the battlefield of Kurukshetra 


So read Bhagavad-gita and hear Bhagavad-gita 
from that guru. Then all questions are answered; 
no question is left out. One should know that 
tattva-vastu (object of truth). 

— From a lecture in Bhubaneswar. 16 October 1995. 

The Glories of Bhagavad-gita 

from the Hari-bhakti-vilasa 6.214-228 

skande avanti-khande sri-vyasoktau - 
gita sugita kartavya kim anyaih sastra-vistaraih 
yd svayam padma-nabhasya mukha-padmad vinihsrta 

In the Skanda-purana , Srila Vyasadev says, 
“Memorize and sing sweetly this Bhagavad-gita. 
What need is there to elaborate on other scriptures? 
She has descended directly from the lotus mouth 
of Lord Padmanabh.” 

sarva-sastra-mayi gita sarva-deva-mayi yatah 
sawa-dharma-mayi yasmdt tasmad etdrh samabhyaset 

The Bhagavad-gita contains the essence 
of all literatures. It is the sum total of all the 
demigods and the sum total of all religion. 
Therefore, one should study the Bhagavad- 
gita thoroughly. 

salagrama-silagre tu gitadhyayam pathet tu yah 
manvantara-sahasrani vasate brahmanah pure 


One who recites a chapter from the Bhagavad- 
gita in front of a salagrama-sila resides for a 
thousand manvantaras in Lord Brahma’s abode. 

hatva hatvd jagat saw am musitva sa-caracaram 
papair na lipyate caiva gitadhyayi kathahcana 

One who reads the Bhagavad-gita is not touched 
by sin even by repeatedly killing or plundering the 
whole world with its moving and non-moving entities. 

tenestam kratubhih sarvair dattarh tena gavayutam 
gitdm abhyasyatd nityarh tendptam padam avyayam 

Such a person attains the result of donating ten 
thousand cows and the result of conducting all 
Vedic sacrifices. Those who constantly study the 
Bhagavad-gita attain to the eternal spiritual world. 

gitadhyayam pathedyas tu slokam slokardham eva vd 
bhava-papa-vinirmukto yati visnoh pararh padam 

By reading a chapter, a verse or even half a verse from 
the Bhagavad-gita , one is liberated from all sins and 
attains the topmost destination of Lord Vishnu’s planets. 

yo nityarh visva-rupakhyam adhyayam pathati dvijah 
vibhutim deva-devasya tasya punyam vadamy aham 

A brahmin who studies the tenth and eleventh 
chapter of the Bhagavad-gita attains the following 
result [as described in the next verse]. 


Painting by Gangapani Sharma. 1929. Gita Press, Gorakhpur 
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Krishna speaks the Gita to Arjuna 


vedair adhitairyatpunyam setihasaih puratanaih 
slokenaikena tat punyam labhate natra samsayah 
abrahma-stamba-paryantamjagat-trptim karoti sah 
visva-rupam sadadhyayam vibhutim ca pathet tu yah 

By studying a single verse from these two chapters 
one attains the same result as studying all the Vedas, 
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Itihasas and Puranas , of which there is no doubt. 
One who studies the tenth and eleventh chapters 
enjoys all pleasures enjoyed by all living entities — 
from the ordinary blades of grass up to Lord Brahma. 

ahany ahani yo martyo gitadhyayam pathet tu vai 
dvatrimsad-aparadhams tu ksamate tasya kesavah 

Lord Keshava forgives all thirty-two kinds of offenses 
for a mortal who recites a chapter of the Bhagavad-gita. 

likhitva vaisnavanam ca gita-sastram prayacchati 
dine dine ca yajate harirh catra na samsayah 

There is no doubt that those who copy and gift 
this literature to the devotees of the Lord attain the 
same result as worshiping Lord Hari daily. 

caturnam eva vedanam saram uddhrtya visnuna 
trailokyasyopakaraya gita-sastram prakasitam 

For the benefit of the three worlds, Lord Vishnu 
has extracted the essence of the four Vedas and 
manifested that essence in the form of the literature 
known as Bhagavad-gita. 

bharatamrta-sarvasvam visnor vaktrad vinihsrtam 
gita-gahgodakam pitva punar janma na vidyate 

Everything in the Mahabharata has emanated 
from the mouth of Lord Vishnu. Those who drink 
the Ganges-like water of the Bhagavad-gita do not 
take birth again in the material world. 

dharmam cartham ca kdmam ca moksam cdpUcchatd soda 
srotavya pathaniya ca gitd krsna-mukhodgata 

Those who desire religiosity, economic 
development, sense gratification, or liberation should 
always hear, study and sing the Bhagavad-gita, 
which has emanated from the mouth of Lord Krishna. 

yo narah pathate nityam gita-sastram dine dine 
vimuktah sarva-papebhyo yati visnoh param padam 

The person who constantly reads the Bhagavad- 
gita day after day gets liberated from all sins and 
attains Lord Vishnu’s abode. 0 

— Sanskrit taken from Gaudiya Grantha Mandira (http://www. 
granthamandira. com) 
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►The Gopis Worship Katyayani 


His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


> “Don’t go to Krishna!’ 


From Govinda Mangala by Duhkhi Syamdas 


• Prabhupada’ s Book Distribution 


Sri Srimad Gout Govinda Swami Maharaja 


Showing Goloka to the Vraja-vasis 


Commentaries on Srimad Bhagavatam 10.28.14 


Lord Gauranga’s Japa 


The Medieval Gaudiya Poet Vasudev Ghosh 



The Gopis Worship Katyayani 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

The gopis , they used to go to Krishna. These gopis, 
they were married, because in India at the age of 
twelve or thirteen, the girls are married and they go 
to their husband’s place at thirteen or fourteen years. 
Before they were married, they prayed to Katyayani, 
“Krishna is so beautiful. Please give me Krishna as my 
husband.” Krishna is all-attractive, so Krishna fulfilled 
their desire, and that is vastra-harana-lila. Of course, 
these things are not to be publicly discussed, but still 
you are little interested in Krishna. So all the gopis, 
before their marriage, prayed to Katyayani: “Give me 
Krishna as my husband.” So it is not possible socially, 
but Krishna makes such a plan that he accepted every 
one of them as his wife. That is vastra-harana-lila. 
(Lecture, 26 May 1976, Honolulu.) 

The gopis liked Krishna. They did not know that 
Krishna is the Supreme Lord. They liked Krishna. 
He was a very funny young boy, very beautiful, and 
these girls were attracted. They went to Katyayani 
and each prayed, “Mother Katyayani, please give 
Krishna as my husband.” Their only prayer was 
that. They did not go to Katyayani for begging: 



His Divine Grace A. C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


dhanam dehi, ruparh dehi, yaso dehi — “Give me 
wealth, beauty, and fame.” No. “Give me Krishna. 
Give me Krishna.” Worship of demigods was 
possible for the gopis, because they did not know 
anything except Krishna. (Lecture, 17 September 
1975, Vrindavan.) 0 
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“Don’t go to Krishna!” 

The Harsh Words of the 
Yajnic Brahmins to their Wives 

From Govinda Mangala by Duhkhi Shyamdas 

Duhkhi Shyamdas, also known as Duhkhishyam, 
lived in the late 1500s. He was a disciple of Srila 
Shyamananda Pandit and an accomplishedpoet. He 
was born in the village Hariharpur in the Kedarkund 
district, about sixteen miles east of Midnapore. His 
parents were Srimukha De and Bhavani. 

In his book Govinda Mangala he has presented, 
in various metrical styles, Krishna’s pastimes of 
the tenth canto of Srimad Bhagavatam, including 
points from various other sources, such as the 
Brahma-vaivarta Purana and Srila Sridhar 
Swami’sBhavartha-dlpika commentary on Srimad 
Bhagavatam. It is said that Duhkhi Shyamdas spent 
his time wandering around in the Midnapore area 
reciting from his Govinda Mangala. 

The twenty-third chapter of the tenth canto of 
Srimad Bhagavatam describes how the wives of the 
sacrificial brahmins of Vraja left their husbands 
and went to Krishna. Those materialistic brahmins 
were more attached to their religious rituals than 
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they were to the original lord of all sacrifices, Sri 
Krishna. In the following song, Duhkhi Shyamdas 
describes what they spoke to their wives when they 
saw them leaving to go to Krishna. 

brahmanir caritra dekhiya dvija-gana 
patha aguliya rakhe bale kuvacana 

When the brahmins saw the condition of their 
wives [who were going to Krishna], they obstructed 
the path and spoke harsh words. 

emana kubuddhi keba dila to sabare 
odana vyahjana paye dibe rakhalere 

“Who has given you such bad intelligence that 
you are taking rice and curries to that cowherd boy? 

vipra-patni haiya torn karili ki karma 
tarn pasegele na rahibe kula-dharma 

“You are brahmin’s wives! What are you doing? If 
you go to him it will destroy the family principles! 

kulera kamini torn kenayaha vane 
yajha karye deha mana calaha sadane 

“You are wives of good families. Why are you going 
to the forest? Go back to the house and resume your 
services for the successful conduct of the sacrifices.” 

na maneprabodha tarn brahmariera theli 
krsna darasana dsepeld sabe cali 

They did not listen to their husbands and kept on 
going to see Krishna. 0 

— Translated from the edition published by Sri Biharilal Sarkar. 
Kolkata. 1808 Sakabda. 




Nama-tattva 


Counting like a Miser 

Sri Bhavananda 


viceyani vicaryani vicintyani punah punah 
krpanasya dhananiva tvan-namani bhavantu nah 

O Lord, just as a miser continually collects, 
counts, and remembers his money, in the 
same way let us continually collect, count, 
and remember your holy names. 

— Quoted in Srila Rupa Goswami’s Sn-Padyavali , verse 30. 
Translated by Kusakratha Dasa. Krishna Library. Culver City. 
California 1989. 
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Sri^Miskm-kdlucntritei ^Bindn 

Prabhupada’s Book 
Distribution 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda 
Swami Maharaja 

Our revered spiritual master 
Srila Prabhupada spent gallons 
and gallons of his blood printing 
and distributing books and 
traveling extensively. He tolerated 
so many difficulties as an old man 
because his heart cried seeing the 
suffering of the jwasm this world. 

He wanted to give everyone 
krsna-katha , knowing it to be 
food for the soul. Everyone else 
makes arrangements to feed the 
body, but the body only gives 
continuous trouble and pain, 
klesa-da asa dehah. Still, people 
struggle so hard, working like 
asses to be happy and peaceful 
through the body. Instead of 
becoming happy, though, they 
become more afflicted and despairing. Practically 
no one thinks to feed the soul. But, you are the 
soul, yenatma suprasidati — When the soul is 
happy, you will be happy. Prabhupada arranged 
to supply that food by setting up printing presses 
to publish books filled with krsna-katha. This 
is what the mahajanas do. When Prabhupada 
sees more books being printed and distributed 
he becomes so happy! 

— From My Revered Spiritual Master ; p. 113. Lecture on Srila 
Prabhupada’s Disappearance Day, Bhubaneswar, 29 October 1992. 

Showing Goloka to the Vraja-vasis 

Some Points from the Commentaries on 
Srimad Bhdgav atam 10.28.14 

Part One: Vaikuntha and Brahman 

iti saheintya bhagavan maha-karuniko harih 

darsaydm asa lokam svam gopdndm tamasah param 

Thus deeply considering the situation, the all- 
merciful Supreme Personality of Godhead Hari 
revealed to the cowherd men his abode, which is 
beyond material darkness. ( Bhag. 10.28.14) 


Krishna and the Vraja gopis 

Srila Sanatan Goswami {Brhcid-vaisiiava-losint) 

• He showed his own identity, which is beyond 
ignorance, to the cowherd men. As the Lord is 
bhagavan , complete in all opulences, he could 
show the cowherd men the spiritual realm without 
any difficulty. Moreover, because the Lord is all- 
pervading, brahman is also his personal attribute. 

• Alternatively, the Lord showed the spiritual realm 
to the cowherd men because he is the Supreme Lord 
himself and is especially inclined to manifest his great 
mercy. On top of that he is the master of the cowherd 
men and is under the control of their abundant love. 

• It has been made clear by Srila Sridhar 
Swami that the cowherd men desired to see 
both the impersonal feature and the planet of 
the Lord. It should be understood that the Lord 
showed them both. 

• In case one interprets that the cowherd men 
desired to see only the Goloka planet situated in 
Vaikuntha and not the impersonal feature, this 
verse would mean either that the Lord showed 
them his own planet known as Vaikuntha or he 
showed them the Goloka planet which in under 
the control of the cowherd men. 
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• Having decided that, “Now I will make 
everyone understand the supreme position of my 
eternal abode, Vrindavan, by experience of the 
happiness of impersonal liberation and Vaikuntha,” 
the Lord showed the cowherd men his spiritual 
abode and also his impersonal feature. This 
shows that the Lord is greatly compassionate. He 
wants the cowherd men to know by contrast that 
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the sweetness of Vrindavan is superior to both 
impersonal realization and residence in Vaikuntha. 

• The vision of brahman itself is the attainment of 
brahman , and that itself is impersonal liberation. As 
coming back from impersonal liberation is impossible, 
how will the cowherd men be able to again 
experience the sweetness of Vrindavan? In response, 
it is said here that the Lord is vibhu , meaning that he 
is capable of removing one even from impersonal 
liberation (sayujya muktl ), and Vaikuntha, both of 
which are transcendental to material nature (tamasah 
parani). (To be continued) 0 

— Translation by Bhakta Vinit from the Sanskrit given in Srimad- 
bhagavata-maha-puranam, Canto 10. Published by Shri Krishna 
Shankar Shastri, Sri Bhagavat Vidyapeeth, Gujarat. 

Lord Gauranga’s Japa 

The Medieval Gaudiya Poet Vasudev Ghosh 

(Suha-i-raga) 

ro-i ro-ijapegora krsna-nama-madhu 
amiyd jharaye yena vimala vidhu 

Weeping and weeping, Lord Gaura chants 
japa. He tastes the nectar of Krishna’s holy name, 
which is flowing like a nectar river on a spotless 
transcendental moon. 

siva vihi nahipaya yarn pade bhaji 
taru-tale vaithala saba sanga teji 

Even Shiva and Brahma cannot approach to 
worship his feet. Leaving all companions, he sits 
alone under a tree. 

chadiya sakala sukha bhela asakati 
sata-kumbha kalevara bhava vibhuti 

He shuns all worthless material pleasures. Matter 
has no power over him. His body of seven cubits is 
filled with a great treasure of ecstatic spiritual love. 

dekhiya sakala loka anuksana kande 
vasudeva ghosa hiya thira nahi vandhe 

Seeing him, everyone weeps at every moment. 
Now Vasudev Ghosh’s heart cannot be peaceful. 0 
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